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IDISCOURSE 


| OF THE 
Covenants | 
That God made with Mgn| 
before the Law. | 
Wherein, | 
-The Covenant of Circumciſion is more large- 
ly handled, the the Invalidity of the Þ 


_ Plea for Paxdobaptiſm taken 
from thence diſcovered. 


By NEHEMIAH COXE. 


_ Search the Scriptures, Joh. 5. 39. 
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[extract 
READER 


SR 7 E af fubeſs of ol din 
w_— 77th Net in the fol 
MW Scriptiires, with te reat 
MEER Importance of what particic- 
een larly concerns thoſe Faede- 
rat TranſaRions which are the Subjett 
|] of the enſuing Trearife, will not leave 

; | mig without Apology for an Eflay: to- 
| wards the Diſcnery's of rbe mind of God # 
them; 

- Ns for that part bf. the” Diſcowrſe 
(16 which & moſt" controverſal.) = : 
the Covenant. 'of leh : 
A 3 
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have been” the farther engaged in it, upon 
occaſion of Mr, Whiſton's Treatiſes a- 


bour Baptiſm, eſpecially bis laſt pentitled:+ 


Infant Baptiſm plaialy-proved : For, 
obſerving the main Hinge. of the ( ontro- 
verſie about the right Subjects of, Bap- 
tiſm; to turn upon Gert.1 7. 1 concluded 
the only way to clear this great Point, 
muſt. be to_ make a dilgent ſearch: after 
that Account, which the Scripture gives 
#5 of the Nature. and. Ends of the Con 
venant there recorded. And tho :I bave 
declined the handling theſe things ina Po? 
lemical way, and therefore have uot-under- 


taken to, return -a particular Anſwer. to. | 
every thing that hath been aſſerted in..Op-. | 


Pojation to. my Sentiments , et, :1 bope, 


the judicious Reader may obſerve ſuch. @ 


Regard had to what hath. been urged 4- 
Lainſt thoſe Princi les. which I proceed 
#pon, 46 will ey from the. Charge: 
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to- the INCAgE 
of cxudely. re-alſertin thoſe things. that, 
have been, already ju a 'Or refuted, 
without . giving any.,new_InforcemenÞ; 
to them, . or, endeavourin 'F to remove the. 


| Ground and Occaſion .of. thoſe Miſtakes 


which, 1, ſuppoſe in others. | 

To the boly Scriptures ] refer. my.ſe ſelf 
for the Tryal of what. is written, and 
ſeucerely deſire that nothing may paſs for 
Truth, but upon their Teſtimony.;. And. 
if, 1 ſometimes walk in an untrodenPath, 
it ts. not from 'any Afectation of Novelty, 


| but. in purſuance of that Light which they. 
afford. me; And, poſſubly ſeeing thoſe. things 
| which.at fo rſt may ſeem New, are for. 
the moſt part deduced from a, plain: 'Re>. 
| | cord of. Matters of. Fact, they. may, 


vpon ſecond Thoughts, gain an, aſſent, to. 
their Truth ſooner , than Opinions oiſmg 
fr 701 more nice Speculation. ; 


+ That\ Notion (which us 1 den ape 


vt. 
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Preface | 
in this Diſcrourſe) That the Old'To- 
venant'and the New do differ m fubs 
ſtance;and not inthe manner of their 
Adminiſtration. only, doth indeed re- 
qnire-a more large and particulay handling, 
to free it from thoſe Prejudices and Difft- 
culties \that have been caſt upom it by 
many worthy Perſons, who are otherwiſe 
minded ;, And accordingly T deſigned to 
have given a farther account of it in a | 
Difcourſe of the Covenant made with Il- | 
| rael in the Wilderneſs, and the State of | 

the Church under the Law. But when't 
had fmiſhed this, and provided ſome Ma- 
terials alſo for what was to'\ follow, -T 
fornd my Labour for the clearing and aſ- | 
' ſerting of that Point, happily 'prevented; | 
| by the coming forth of Dr. Qwen's 34 
| Vol. upon the Hebrews, where it is 
| largely diſcourſed, and the Objefions that 
ſeem he againſt it, fully anſwered ( eſpe- 


cially 
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to the: Reader. 
crally in the Expoſition: of 'the' $# 
Chapter) whither I now refer my Rea 
der for Satisfattion about it, which he will 
there find anſwerable . to what might"'he 
Fane: from ſo great and hall hat 


"That the Publication of this lil Taft 
hc been db, a7 long delayed, was partly 'oc. 
thoſe Paoplexitie heh the 

nk. Phots- , the. Papiſts, and their 
bold Attemopts to. overwhelm us with the 
worſt of Atijeries, "have cauſed, which'Y 
_ world - ſcarſely give leifuve For 
the- Confideyation of ' was might-be 6k 


edn 'this kind;  and' partly by 


Averſion from any-thing . Ad = 


| the awovne of any Heritage with thy 


that love''1he Lord oſt 
ejpouſe. the "Oro bref, h gh of 
/ erg mn Principle an Pralije fo FA 


bn ni ang "ooneraverted Point ;© there" "being 
nothing 


The Preface 


nothing -that my Soul: more longs: for" on 
Eafth,..than to fee an intire and hearty 
Union of all that. fear Gods and. hold 
the Head, however differing in 'their Sen+ 
timents: about ſome things of leſſer .Mo- 
ment ; and together with theſe things a 
ſence; of Inſufficiency to perform my under- 
taking with that Advantage to Truth as 
is to be deſired, had its ſhare ; Howbeit 
|: after 1, had weighed-all Circumſtances, the 
| Satisfattion T:bave;.that no Man us by me 
provoked by any: #ndecent Refleftions, ; or 
any Occaſion given\ to uncharitable wy 
unchriſtian (ontention ; with! the Hope 
that what is here offered, may inform ſin 
and give others Occaſion of ore. acct: 
rate Thoughts in .a: farther, Diſquiſition 
of . the.. Truths pointed at, prevailed with 
ne at. length to caſt; mn this — into 
the Publick Treaſury. 

This. _ 4 ſhall. al The: inc 


to the Reader. 


whole, my Aim hath been to ſpeak the 
Truth in Love; and to take my No- 
tions from the Scriptures, not grafting 
any preconcieved Opinions of my own up- 
on them. Where the Evidence of Truth 


| appears, let it not be refuſed, becauſe of- 
fered in a mean Dreſs, and preſented 


under the diſadvantage of a rude and'unpo- 
liſhed ſtile ; But conſider rather the reaſon 
of what is |ſaid , and, with the noble Be- 
xeans, ſearch the Scriptures, to ſee whether 
theſe things be ſo or mt; and the Lord 
give you Underſtanding in all things. 
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N het mars, Notwlin P. 18. line 3. read. judreamree, Þ. 48. 
P: for 5f read of .P.63.1.2, del, now. P.y1.1, 15. read «s 
e$<44" hey wore, Pig 5, mary, Note read by we. P. 79.1, 28, 
(nead prom(ſe ſecond Yo. 1, 28.4el, as. 
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Other littoral Eſcape .and Exrots in Phacmign of leſs 
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Chapter props ſex" —_— 1 
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| - ro ora Fes owes R 6 
| 2 6 ling. .4 Foes to Men. Eo- 

_ ef: ereſt;compleated by Reſt ipul #36 
No Contnant of mutiialtbentfits; botwint 
and Mer. $.2: "Phe general notion of 4 
"Covenait 4s rp 7 bj God. ' Th## bh 
explained, dts Me nite Conſequences 
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2 Of Covenant-Relatlom Chap. 1, 


always dealt with men about their future ſtate 
in 4 way of Covenant Some Conſetaries of it. 
$.4. "His Covenant always tranſa#ed with 
ſome Head,or repreſentative for others, &. 5. 
Some general Inferences, and Dire@ions for 


thy | ye underſtanding of Covenant-Tranſ? 
jos, 4. 6. 


HE great Infereſt of Man's preſent 
] Peace, and eternal Happineſs, is moſt 


7 -nearly.congerned in Religipn 3: and all 
"* true Religion, fince the fall of Man, 
muſt be taught by divine 


" *H4b.x-7,2.Tl6- Reyelation, which God * by 
yes. In nie, « diuttſe parts,” and after @ di- 
A yr articulatimy de= verſe manner hath given out to 
[nth eriere-eerfit y his Ghratch;caufing this Light 
node [54 079” gradually to encreale, until the 
ie: ae Prothea;.. Whole" Myſtery of his Grace 
gud propike eg Some was perfectly revealed in and 
minebgr, ts cl#r10-" by Jeſus Chriſt 5. in whom arc 
rem lucem exeniite>.\ 1" if the treaſures of Wiſ- 
Wh 4 ' - doth. and" Knowledg, And 
that God unto whom nt 4 _ 
from the-beginning,hath in all ages diſpoſed an 
—_— ;-+-; :--» ordered the Revelation . of 
 * Dew in prniew his Will to Men, his Tranſacti- 
Adtiongbus rags 10: ons with them, 6: all the works 
— TM —— - of his holy Providence to- 
Mafia, Grot, wards them,with a * vel 
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Chap. 1. fo God in General, 3 


unto the fulneſs of time, and the gathering of all 
things unto an Head in Chriſt Jeſus therein ; So 
that in all our ſeaxch after the mind of God 
in the holy Scriptures, we are to inanage our En- 


- Quiries with a reſpeR to Chriſt. , And therefore 


the beſt Interpreter of the Old Teſtament, is the 
holy Spirit ſpeaking to us in the New 3 becauſe 
there we have the cleareſt Lightof the Knowledg 
of the Glory of God ſhining upon us, in the fcc 
of Jeſus Chriſt, by unveiling thoſe counſels of Love 
and Grace that were hidden from former Ages and 
Generations, Nevertheleſs the greater Light of 
the New Teſtament doth no way abate the uſe- 
fulneſs of the Old 3 but rather obligeth us the 
more to an humble and diligent Study thereof 
and that (as on many othet accounts, ſo, for this 
reaſon alſo ) becauſe the Myſtery of the Goſpel 
cannot be throughly apprehended hy us, ,withs 
out ſome good underſtanding of the Oeconotmy of 
the Law,yea, and alſo of the State of things befors 
theLaw; the mutual reſpe&t and dependence of 
the Old and New Teſtament being ſuch, as nei» 
ther can be underfiood apart, or without the 0- 
ther, nor an intire Sydeme of Truth, as it is in 
Jeſus, colleed, but from both. 
' It muſt be acknowledged therefore to be of 
grcat uſe and concern to us, to be well acquainted 
with thoſe Tranſactions of God with Men, and 
his Diſpenſations tqwaids them, . that are xecord- 
£d in the ſacred Hiſtory of the firit Ages of the 
World, and the —_ of God: thercin,: Arid 
od v1 S 19 
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4 Of Covenant-Relation Chap. x. 


inthis Enquiry, I ſhall at preſent ingage my ſelf, 
{6 t.r as thoſe times reach that preceded the giving 
of the Law by Moſes, and no farther, And in the 
pertormance of this (to avoid tedioufneſsin repeat- 
ing what hath been by others handled at large,and 
fully cleared ) I fhall for the moſt part confine my 
{clf to brief Obſervations upon the Records of 
theſe things, as left-to us in the holy Scriptures 
and more largely inſiſt on ſuch Paſſages only, as 
I conceive not to have been fo tully ſpoken to by 
others; or at leaſt not handled in that Method and 
Order,as to me ſeems molt ſtited to the nature of 
the things treated of, and-fd moſt-apt to convey 
a cw notiort of them to our Minds. 


s. 2. And forafmuch as thoſe TranſaQioris of 
God with Men, which in this Enquirywe ſhall 
meet with,arc of a Federal -Nature,it will be requt= 
lite that in che hilt place, ſomething be ſpoken'oft 
Covenant-Relation to God in general. 

The original Words whereby: Covenant, ma- 
king, ftrihing, or entring into Covenant are fi ;eniticd, 

with their various uſe, and ap- 

* \ id.Co "es ft #- plication to particular Caſes 

tn Gen, Exerc. 53- and Occaſions, have been-ful- 

-  lIy explained by -many3 and 

therefore paſſing that, as-to-our preſent purpoſe, 
it will be enough to mind you, 

That Covenant is to be*tonſidered,cither fi m- 
ply as propoſcd'by God,or as Man enters therein+ 
to by Keſtipulation, For, -' 


» »d I, W hat- 
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Chap. 1. to God in:General:: 5 


1, Whatſoever is tranſacted in a foederal way 
betwixt God and ' Men, : God hath the firſt 
hand in it. As Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples in ano- 
ther caſe, that they had not choſen him, but he 
had choſen them5- ſo miay we ſay, Man hath not 
at any time entred into Covenant with God, 
but God hath entred into: Covenant with Man 5 
ſceing ic only belongs to his Soveraign Majeſty, 
and is the fruit of his infinite Goodneſs to pro- 
poſe, as of his Wiſdom: to cheoſe and order the 
Terms of a Covenant-relation between himſelf and 
his Creatures 3 And therefore the Covenant that 
he hath made with Men, is frequently -in Scrip- 
ture ſaid to be the Lord's Covenant; as:m:Pſal.2 5. 
14. Iſa. 56. 4, 6. and other places. Howbcit, 

2. Covenant-rclation to God, and Intereſt in 
him, doth not immcdiately reſult from the pro- 
poſal of a Covenant, and Terms of 'Covenant-res 
lation to Man but it 15s by Reſtipulation that he 
aftually enters into-Covenant with God, and be- 
comes an intcreſſcd Party in the Covenant 3 it is 
a. mutual Conſent of the parties in Covenant, that 
ſtates, and compleats a'Covenant-Relation 3 and 
this is called an avoxching of 'w># Lard to be their God; 
by conſent to the Terms of .a Covenant -propofed 
to them Dent, '26:16,17,18, @ ſubſcribing with the 
hand wnto the Lord, la- 44+,5, and taking bold of 
bis Covenant, Chap. 56.4,6,, The formal notion of 
a Cavenant entred 10x made;-includes Mutual Ingage= 
ont | But yet; + 20 | Lt 37495 HI 

3» There can be no Coyenant of t2utival benefita 

pt B 3 -betwih, 


Uf Covenant-Relation Chap. x. 


betwixt God and Men, as there may be betwixt 
one man and another 3 for all Creatures do neceſ- 
farily depend upon,and have both their Being and 
Wel-Being from the Bounty of their Creator 3 
there is nothing that they have not received from 
him, and therctore the moti perfe& of them can 
render nothing to him, þut what is due by the 
Law of their Creation, None can be profitable 
. RS to God, tho! he that is righte- 
Ws, a * Kom- ous, may be ſo both to him- 
{c]f. and his Neighbour; and 
therefore none can oblige God, or make him their 
Debtor, unleſs he condeſcend to oblige himſclf 
by Covenant or Promiſe. 


$. 3. The general notion of any Covenant of 
God with Men, conſidered on the part of God, 
or as propoſed by him, may be thus conceived of, 
That it is, : | 

S i; _ es yy me of his So- 

* Ef exim Du © yeraign Pleaſure concernin 

Fedgs nibet alind <« the Benefits he will beſtow 
quam rvima eclde << "hx, 
ratio de ratrone per- on them, the Communion 
cipiend; amoris Dei, © they ſhall have with him, 
\ Sraqir-<y 42.0089" «© 2nd the way and means * 
Ce Ee, ® whereby this ſhallbe injoycd 
, * by them. 

And for the better underfianding of what I 
intend by this general Deſcription,l fhall briefly pro= 
poſe ſome particulars, that are cither included in 
ir, ox are the immediateand necefſary conſequents 
—_ 7 7 
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Chap: I. fo Loa 7 ergo it? 
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I. It-implies a free and Soveraign:At of the 
Divine Will, cxerted in condeſcending Love and 
Govlnels 3 it is not from any neceflity of Nature, 
that God entcrs into Covenant with Men, but of 
his own good Plc:ſure. Such a priviledg,andnear- 
nef: to God, as is included in Coveaant-latereſt, 
ca:inot immediately reſult from the relation which 
they have to God as Creatures, no not as reaſona- 
ble '_reatures, tho* upright, and in a perfedt fate 
for the Lord owes not uvto Man the Good pro- 
miſcd in any Covenant he makes with him, ante- 
cedently but his firſt Right therein,is freely given 
him by the promiſe of the Covenant. 

2. The notion of a Covenant adds aſſurance to 
that of a promiſe, as it implies @ ſpecial Bond of fa- 
vour and friendſhip, which belongs unto, Foederal- 
Intereft and Relationz for a Covenant is the 
foundation of a ſpecial Relation betwixt. the par- 
ties concerned therein 3 the kind and benefht of 
which Relation is determined by the Covenant it 
ſelf, the Nature, Promiſes, and End thereof. 

3. The immediate and dire& End theretore, of 
God's entring into Covenant with Man at any 
time (ſo far as concerns Man himſelf ) is the ad- 
vancing and bettering of his State; God did never 
make a Covenant with Man, wherein his Gogd- 
neſs to him was not abundantly manifeſt 3- yea 
ach is his infinite Bounty, that he hath propoſed 
no lower End to his Covenant-TranfaQtions with 
Men, then the bringing of them into a bleſſed 
State in the gtcrnal Fruition of himſelf; And 
| | | B 4 theres 
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U/ Cooenants Kelition Ehap: x. 


therefore; when one Covenant ( thro? the weak- 
neſs of Man in his Japſed State ) hath been found 
weak, and unprotitable, as to this great End of 
a Covenant, becauſe inſuftcient to accompliſh 
it 3 God finds fault, aboliſheth it, and introduceth 
another, wherein full proviſion is made for the 
perfect Salvation of thoſe that have intercſt in it: 
Heb. 8.7.8. 

4. The kindneſs, and condeſcending Love of 
God in entring into Covenant with Man, doth 
{trergthen_that Bond of Love and Obedience to 
God, that heis under by the Law of his Creation, 
by adding a new Obligation thereunto 3 And 
therefore .the Sin of Man in breaking Covenant 
With God riſes higher, and is accompanied with 
greatcr aggravations,.than the bare Tranſgrefſion 
of a Law. if no ſuch Covenant-relation had been 
added thereunto. And therefore, 

5. The Revelation of the Counſel of God's Will 
in a_ Covenant propoſed to Man, is ſo far from 
excluding a Reſiipulation on his part, as that it 
xendcrs it a neceſſary duty upon him. It is not 
in this cafe as in Federal TranſaQions betwixt 
Equals, where one is at liberty to refuſe. the Co- 


-yenanit offercd by the other Party 3 but the fence 


of our intmite difiance from: God as. Creatures, 


and the. dependence we negcflarily have upon 


him, and the duty we owe to him by the unalte- 
table Law of our Creation, ( as well as our own 
advantege and. proht thereby ) 'obligeth us with 
holy : fear, and thapktulneſs, -to accept þoth the 
2:17 > Benefitg 


Chap. T: to God in general. | 9 


Behefits he offers to us, and the Terms on which 
they are offered, in his Covenant 3 and diligently 
to perform what we are by him commanded, 
and direed to, for the Ends propoſed therein. 
But yet, - - 

6. This Reſtipulation (and conſequently; the 
way, and manner of obtaining, as-alſo the right in 
which we claim Covenant-Bleſtings ) muſt of 
neceſſity vary, according to the different Nature 
and Terms of thoſe Covenants that God at any 
time makes with Men : if the Covenant be of 
Works, the Reftipulation muſt be, by "doing the 
things required in it, even by fulfilling its con= 
dition in a perfect obedience to the Law of it 3 and 
ſuitable hereunto,'the reward is of Debt ( under- 
ſtand it not of Debt abſolutely, but of Dezr by 
compa ) according the Terms of ſuch- a Coves 
nant, But if it bea Covenant of free and ſove> 
raign Grace, the 'Reſtipulation required, is a 
bumble receiving, or hearty believing of thoſe gratui- 
tous Promiſes on which the Covenant is eltabliſh. 
ed 3 and accordingly the Reward or Covenant 
Bleſfing, is; immediately, and eminently of Grace, 

7, Therefore '#he Good and Glory of any Cove> 
nant, that "God makes with Men, ' whether it be 
conſidered abſolately, or in compariſon with a> 
nother Covenant, is chiefly to be meaſured by the 
'Promifes and "Terms thereof 3 if one - Covenant 
be eftablifhed' upon better | Promiſes ( #. e.' cither 
promiſing a niore excellent Good, or in a mort 
Toretens Way then-another, it is froni' —_— 

cn. 


7 Jj Covenant-Kelation Chap. r. 


denominated, and for that reaſon to be eſteemed, 
a better Covenant then the other. Heb, $. 6, 


 $. 4+ And together with theſe things, it may 
not be unſcaſonable in this place, farther to obs» 
ſerve, | 
That the holy and wiſe God hath always dealt 
with the Children of Men in 2 way of Covenant 3 
the Diſplay of infinite Goodneſs hath always ac- 
companied the diſcovery of his infinite Glory in 
bis dealing with Men 3 and therefore he hath not 
acted towards them, to the utmoſt Right of his 
Soveraignty and Dominion over them 3 had he 
ſo done, there had never been any reward of fu- 
trere Bleſſedneſs aſſigned, and made Due to their 
Obedience, as by Covenant there hath been ; 
nor had they been brought into any nearer Relati- 
on to God, then that which did reſult from 
their Creation by him : But the great God hath | 
not ſo kept his diftance from Man, but that he | 
hath condeſcended to come to Terms with him 
and as he hath required Obedience in ſome things 
beyond the immediate dictates oft the Law of Na- 
ture, by poſitive Inſtitutions z fo he hath been plea- 
ſed alſo to oblige hinifelf, beyond the Debt of a 
Creator, by promiſe of a bountiful Reward.. And 
hence it follows 3 | 
That as all the Worſhip and Obedience that 
God hath required of, and accepted from the 
Children of Men, hath been upon Copenant-Terms 3 


ſo-their Abiligy, or moral capacity, of wilkiogia 
| well 


Chap. x: to God in general. Ii 


well-pleaſing, before him, hath been alſo given 
to them, or wrought in them, purſuant to the 
ends of their Covenanit-Relationz and therefore 
mult be the inſeparable Adjun& ( not of the bare 
propoſal of a Covenant to them, but ) of that 
Covenant-Intereſt in which they have been ſtated, 
And of this, the conſequence is, 7 

1. That perſons once fallen under the guilt of 
breach of Covenant,are by their own default wtterly 
diſabled from yielding any acceptable Obedience 
to God upon the Terms of that Covenant, which 
they have violated 3 and inthe Intertft of that Co- 
venant-relation which is forfeited and loft by 
them3 they remain under the pznal Sanction of 
the Covenant, but are utterly diſpoyled of Strength 
to anſwer the Ends of that Covenant, and have 
wholly loſt their Right in the Reward of it; **- © 

2. If they be without Strength, with reſpe&t 
* tothe Condition and end of that Covenant,which 
| once they had Intereſt in, and Principles ſnited ta; 
then are they ſo much more, while they remain th 
their lapſed fiate, with reſpe& unto the terms of 
another Covenant more excellent and myſterious,and 
wholly ſupernattral as to the DoQtrine and Terms 
thereof. And therefore, | * 

3+ Spiritual Strength, and Ability to / pleaſe 
God, can no way be reliored to them, but by 4 
new Cavenant-zntereſt, and that new Creation which 
is the adjun& thereof, © ; ; 


$. 5+ This alſo is worthy to be noted by us, 
: "That 
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That. thoſe Covenants which God hath 'made, 
whexein either. Mankind in general,. or ſome 
ſcle&. number of Men in. particular have been 
concerned, it hath pleaſed him firſt to tranſact 
with ſome p whlick, Perſon, Head, or Repreſentative, 


for-all others that ſhould be concerned in them:* 


Thus it was in the Covenant of Creation, which 
| God:made with Adam in his upright State, and 
with all Mankind in him; and the. ſame is to be 
obſerved in the Noachical Covenant 3 as alſo in the 
Covenants made with Abraham, conſidered either 
as, the Father of Believers, or of the 1ſraelitiſÞ Na- 
tion3 in the intereſt of a ſpiritual Relation to 
him, Believers claim the Bleflings of the Covenant 
pf. Grace that. was made with him; and-in 
the intereſt of a natyral Relation to. him, .his oft- 
{pring according tg the flcth did claim the\Rights 
and-Priviledges of that .Covenant of Peculiarity 
which was firli made with him as the Head of that 
ſeparate Pcople 3 but more eminently, the Cove- 
nant of Grace is eliabliſhed in Chriſt. as the-Head 
thereof all its Promiſes, were firlt given to him 3 
and inhim theyare all Tea,and 4men; It is by Uni- 
on to him that Belicvcrs obtain a ncw-Co- 
venant-intereſi, and from him they derive a new 


jy ife, . Grace, and Strength, toanſwear the Eyes . 


the New-Covenant. 


i 6. Now as it is : vides from what hath 
been already ſaid, that all firdera! tranſattions 


of God with Mcp flw.guly form his gog! Pie, 
l 
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and the counſel of his Fill; fo upon that ground 
it is certainly to be concluded,that our Knowledg 
2nd Underfianding of them, muſt wholly depthd 
upon' Divine Revelation; notte can pretend acquain- 
tance with the Secret of God, but as he hath pleafed 
to reveal it in his Word this Light mult guide all 
our Inquiries after itz and our ſentiments of things 
of this nature muſt be firialy governed by this 
Rule 3 ſeeing the nature'of them''is ſuch as tran- 
ſcends the common Principles of Reaſon of natu- 
ral Light, inaſmuch as they. owe their original'tb 
the free ats of the divine Will'and Wifdom, which 
are unaccountable till revealed" by God himfflt; 
and therefore it becomes us tocaptivate all out 
thoughts of 'them, to the" obedience of Faith,” as 
knowing | that Learning,” and | Strenpth |” of 
parts (tho' of excellent uſe in their place ) nat 
guided by 'Seripture-light ig theſe Inquiries, can 
only form an ingenious error, arid loſe a Matt in 
the Labyrinth of his own Imagination, and uncer- 
tain gueſſes 3 ſeeing the ſingle advantage of thoſe 
aflitarices ( in' this caſe truſted to, and ſtretched 
beyortd their line-) can reach' no further than to 
enable him cum ratione errarez and 1d to wander 


| from! Truth;in a Path feeming ' more ſmooth, 


tho? no leſs dangerous, than others light upon. 
And therefore in theſe things les the Spring.of 
moſt 'Miſtakgs,” and corruption' of Dodtrine and 
PraQtice in matters of Religion 3 Men do eafily 
find out, 'and: agree in the trite diQtates of the 
Law of Nature, but in things'pertaining to the 
5 508 Covc- 
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Covenants of God, how various are their Senti- 
ments! Yea many great, learned, and good Men 
have been divided in their Judgments about ſome 
things of great importance to the Faith and 
Edihcation of the Church, tho' not abſolutely 
neceſſary to her Being 3 and ſome one error admit- 
ted about the nature of God's faxderal tranſactis 
ons with Men, doth ſtrangely perplex the whole 
Syſteme, or Body of Divinity, and intangle cur 
interpretation of innumerable Texts of Scripture ; 
and by this means Jars and Contentions have 
been perpetuated in the Church, to. the great 
grief and hindrance of all, the offence of the weak, 
and greater ſcandal of the blind World 3 and all 
this hath been much. occaſioned thro? the want of 
a due and humble attention to that Revelation 
of Truth which God hath given us in the .holy 
Scriptures, and indeavouring to collect the mind 
of God from thence without prepoſſeſſion of FJudg- 
ment ( which is a greater occaſion of theſe mil- 
takes then Men are generally aware of ) and 2 
carcful avoiding the »ndue mixture or confuſion of 
things natzral, with thoſe that arc purely. of a f#- 
deral nature. | 

Foraſmuch then as the Covenant of God is his 
Secret, and he only can make w. to kpow!/it 3 and 
yet our Faith and Practice, Comfort, and Hol y- 
neſs, is nearly concerned in a good acquaintance 
with it, we need no other Motive to a diligent 
and humble ſearch of the Scriptures, for the right 
informing of our Judgment thereabout 3 may 0g 

| otner 
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Men 


other Caution not to attribue overmuch to our 
own Wiſdom or Abilities, but to manage all 
our Inquiries with earneſt prayer to God for that 
holy ſpirit of Light and Truth, who only can 
lead us into all this Truth, and bring us to a 
clear acquaintance with the mind of God con- 
cerning it. 
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Of God's Tranſactions with Adam. 
-"CHAP. IL - 


The Importance of this Enquiry, the method 
proceeded in;ſtated. F. 1. The original ſtate 
of man 5. the Law that he was wade nider, 
both moral, and peſiive ; the ſendion: of 
this Law,and the Reward propoſed to bins. 
$.2. That he had a promiſe of Reward farther 
aſſerted and proved. 4.3. Sore farther re- 
marks upon this TranſaFion 5 'Neward and 
Puniſhment not alike neceſſary 3 the ſan@i- 
on.of the Law 'by the Curſe moſs expreſty 
mentioned;and why it was ſo. F.4. Adam 4 
prblick perſon the conſequent hereof. $.5.That 
TranſaF#ion with Adam of a fizderal nature; 
proof that it was ſo. herein conſiſts the 


My ery hereof; ON 6, The general n_— of 
this 


— - — 


T6 Of God's Tranſa#ions Chap. 5) 
this Covenartt 5 Man left to the freedom of 
' bis own Will under it; bis niutdbility,the ori- 
'ginal of Sin. $.7. The ſin of ont fi Parents; 
ſome Remarks thereupon. $8. The ſtate and, 
© condition of Man fallen, deſcribed in ſeve-. 
ral particulars 5, the death threatned in the, 
ſanttion of the Law was eternal death ;, two 
' reaſons urged for the proof of it ; F, 9. The 
Mercy af God jo; fallen Min 5 {two things 
premiſed to the conſideration thereof, F. 10. 
God holds a treaty with 'man ; the iſſue of 
it; A promiſe of Redemption implyed in 
' "the contminatiar of the Serpent 5 A e- 
ſtraint #ndl modificition*dfthe Curſe enſuing 
© thereon $$h8s the oceuſpoi#vf-tereyoral Death; 
' the rriftitution of Bloody Saorifices "the 
"Covenant of Grace hot made with Adam' as 
.. a publick perſon; \$"11, The ſlate aud con- 
dition of Adants ' Poſterity. after the Fall, 

-. deſcribed'1n ſome particulars 4 $.12, 


3 


S. r. FN: the+former Chapter,..L have briefly | 
.*.... Þ touched upon ſome things'of a more ge- 
neral nature, which I thought needful. to be..pre- 
miſed to the handling' of thoſe Particulars which 
are to follow 3 and now my work is to.conſider 
the firſt tate of Man, an account of 'which'is to 
be taken from the tiate of Adam, inwhormn a 
. wore 
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Chap: . PH Aaam. ' 
wortd of Mankind was Epitomized, and in the 
Tranſactions of God with him.;the Relation he had: 
to God with 'the Event and Tſe thereof, we arc all 
moſt nearely -concerned'; ''for the right under- 
ſtatding 'of theſe things,- ts not only neceflary in 
order tv, but lies in the very Foundation of all 
uſeful Knowledg' of our ſelves; and of the mind 
of Godin all Revelations,thathe hath in following 
Ages made of 'his' Wilt 'and*Counſet tothe Chil- 
dren of Men; either before;'or in the Exw of Mo- 
ſes,” or by the 'word of the' Goſpel.' The igno- 
rance of this that' was'in then, is apparetitly the 
reaſon-of the Blindne(s,” and miſerable Miſiakes 
of the wife Heathen Philoſophers, -in' a thou- 
ſand othet things of ' the greateſt - Importance 3 
if a 'Man-mi(s'theright-account-of this, he is cer- 
tainly bewildred in'all after fearch for that Truth 
which it-rhoſt-conecrns/him'to'know3*and' there» 
fore itt bchoves us 'with-aM' diligence to obſerve 
what-the Holy- Ghoſt hath left upon Record for 
our Inftra&ion in-this'matrer's The Difcourſe of 
which, may be 'rteferrtd to-theſe three Heads. 


1. The Condition of Adambctore he ſinned. 
_ 2.  His'Siti,/-and the immddiate Confequents 
thereof, And; 1 2 ot RO; 
3-. How.God dealt. with him in his fallen Stute: 
- —_ I ſhall diſcourſe but very briefly : And 
_. 7”: IS, be” : 
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(6 may 0 oblexre theſe things 3504s 14 
him a reaſonable Creature, 

i jnducd) him with original Righteonſnels,- which, 

was a” Per fecion neceflary for the.:enab of, 

bi tg apſwge.che End of fas Creation), ; avg i 

nently i in this, re » he i is. aig}, to, be 6x52" 

the. Irege of Gen-1- 36, 274,308 'fP 


right, an 29, Which {Uprightne7 {Re in. 


r1ge-of, Nataye d i: canola Bos perch  Rarmony, 


ot Ne Soul; with chat, Law of God God,which, þ bs. ad 


mage, under, and ſubjected; to, which Wayy - 

1: An qern! Laws, - ang. jyvarjable, Rule pt: 
Rj utes whereby thaſe things:thas axe a> 
giccable to the Holineſs. apd:Refizude pf phe Dir 
ving. Nature, Were. required; and ;whatloeygr 15 
contrary thereto was-prohibireds, Fg wee (Was 
to Adam, anternal.and: Dae rn 4 ng fp 

* Faw naturale eff  Trwunicaped.; c 
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alicus, ex. ejus con needed, no externe! Reye - 


Verierct ia vel #1/con- 
venientss evas ip to perfect his Knowledy © 


711496 rational. 1n-.  And.otherefore' in The Hiſto- 
oe mala 1472: xy Qb:bigi Creation: thera is No 


tr diner, aut neciſ- other count © 
ratem moralemy & accoun gircn £45-but 
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DiSates of the Law ef Nature <> $I remember) Czcero Tow 
that with reſyet to themyf2t1,yon docH gmbuts, non inſtrudts 
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Ia Mad che dias.” 
cues rept aret þ:rhabhie was mblle#1 thei Srage of 
Gad, whithidus the kpolite:redtheth us dorfy con- 
(tz Woipbremuſacfr and true :Holineſs; Eptu 41, 
The Sri of ithis: Law: was afterwards given '< 
tenc Words'apon Mount! Setz? 31 and yet. more 
briefly-by:Chri, Pour ranprint rampage 
Conmitimds reſp «es 1 Duty both to God, and 
our! Nelghbbur; 1243740. '- And this ab; 
a Law and Rule of Righteouſneſs is in-its own: 
Narexe, ieriffiutable @n& variables is the-Nathre 

and''will of: God: hiasfelF}» whoſe  Holige@' i 
liompt thereon, am reprafentet "thereby. « 

rg; begs atuatonr 57 Ip Hover 
ro al wricaiehigoarrmnalt Lal: a pofirivt # 
vwikerehh RECharged* Many nor 20 dat" of KFapay cn 
off ne'Teb in (the! nidft ot rhe Garden of Keen, 
whih-TFece: was<flled,' EiwYres: of the Kinowled, 
of Gnotand Evil,: Gen; £.2v6; 47. chape3.y1” The: 
callgegng Frujt wane a thing exil-in #01” 

1b wile fo by idivine! Protubirion 4: ang 
chrrofigb itowas neccfſary what-the Wall of God! 
conetdaihg® this; ſhodld be-&cpriſly ignited an@# 
declared kgto:Man, who:ordeewile by the Light 
of:Nwtltt,btad beed no mee directed to: whitis 
nas Mom ic 'Fruit:of:this if revs; xhicn; of tiny: | 
oth&lis the Gatdeny 106 hhderd/had he bbog uy 
derknyHBoadtef Bury-themanen'» Bux che Crs? 
cadadÞbeing duce peek forth; his" policive'Laiis 
hadoles Foundations Gixtly -laitl fa the: Ligier 
Nears 10eioy: ats yr 
31973 Ge That 
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<-Fhat it is 4-moſt righteous! anditeafonableithirig/ 
& that Man ſhould obey: God, and that the Wilh: 
© of - the Creature ſhould ever be ſubject! to the' 
* Will of the Creator.'. Abd: therefore. the'Heart 
of an upright Man could not but naturally;<loſe 
with, and ſubmit to' the; Will .of God-by' any 
means made known -unto: him 5 . and there 'can 
be no Tranſgreſfion of a poſitive Precept, without 
the Violation of that eternal Law that'is written. 
in his Heart, ok; 0 | 

. Secondly, This Law: was guarded: by a Sautti- 
oa, in the threatning of Death to:the Tranſgreſſion 
thereof, Gen(2,17. which Commination is de- 
livexed ' in [Terms denoting the #tmoſt Mzſery that 
can befall a reaſonable Creature,and'the bigheft cer- 
z4inty of its befalling him in:caſe'of his Tranſpre(G-, 
on 3 In the day thou eateſt thereof (faith the Lord) in 
| dying thonſhalt dye. | And this SanQion belonged 
\ * not only to the poſitive, Precept unto which it 
was expreſly annexed, but alſo:to the Law of Na- 
3pre, the Demerit of the 'Tranſgreſfion of which 
Law, is known to man by the ſame; Light as 
the Law it fclf is known' to him 5:and this-is 
made good by the experience of Mankind even in 
their fallen State, whbo.:do-not only find fome,re- 
maining Notions in themfelyes. of the difference 
of Good and Evil; and ſome ſenſe of their Duty 
to. embrace the cne, and: t{chew; the; other,- but 
alſo. have 4 Conſcience -of: Puniſhment. due. tothe 
Tranſgreſhion of thefe;Didtates of their Reaſon : 
And theſe: Notions: ;art connatural —_— and. 
1 558 & tnere= 
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Chap:i21 1" -wHÞ Adam" 


thenefore ;to; be: obſerved asnwelt in thoſe FR 
have not, as in thoſe that have the Lightiof's 
written\Lewp: to guide tliems' Rom.1i32.. chaps 2. 
15<i And iftit be thus with fallen Man; then'togety 
moxre,; as the Law. it (elf, ſo i\atfo the: San&tiow 
thexeat was perfectly and diſtinQly:known. untoi 
Adam tn is upright ;State;': whoſe Conſcience 
was: pure, and his Mind- irradiated with 'acleav 
Light, as' being perfectly free. from thoſe: Yarls 
Fumes of ſenſual Luſt wherewich,the Reaſon! an@ 
Judgment of his lapſc&Otpring, is darkaedans 
perverted. 311694 9 

Thixdly,, Adam was not-only under. a — 
nation of Death in caſe i of Difabedience,:bit'ha# 
alſo the Promiſe of -an; eternul Rewerd,: of condia 
tion of -his:;perfe:.Qbedience » ta:thele: Aaws 5 
which, Condition-if hethad fulfilled; the: Reward 
had, bgen:due to him; by, vertue ofthis 
that it pleaſed God to! condeſcend unto. for the 
incouraging of. Man's: Qhedience,)and:the may 
nifeſtation of his own _ and Goodne(g.»122! 

av rm lg A oOrtigit is 9003. CLOUT. of 

-$.3i-N thatCach acRrovdſe.of Rewnrd,cuns 
given tO; Hdam, and indeed implycd:inithe Gone 
mingtien of Denh \in:caſe-of _— may 'be 
concluded 3 ©: {112 90k NT. Gaya oh 314k wy 

3- From the'Sthve, and Capeciry in mhich-Gol 
ſct him hich; was! aiffate, of | Tryal im; 6 why 
eternal: Happineſs, under a' Law of ['Works 2nd | 
exertiſe uf: Qhedience 3/ which .we canvot. coiiceive | 
oh mu 45 ip order tai dome Reward.and ws > 
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_ puuþoſed iohinz; inch wcdic 149 1arninas 
by.bimicic4 52 ovad 355 ode 5 28 300 v76rt 
\. © ,-24Ffrom theanituratsHctibarion? of» Mears 
| expect: :the Peart off Alavwe Blifſalkoſs)i ler frhd)t 
' Obdcdiatc.tb rhtLaiww, if Gordy iakÞ rs RanÞber 
fore. hinw-upbry/ forms ?vÞ 2 Cbootiane 186) Works] 
which muſt neceflari}yrarfde ?figing (1 awk Retwribh 
tt God in futt aiConenantcide Htthame: which 
dhe Prom: of fach-a Reward) did' blah go uid 
the. kobwitde': of fatter /@ovenaino- Fei coiti4 
wwvoicancti-to himg'tqgtther. With-thes Law of iy 
Cxeation, SELLS 

-/-31brogs:. the 'Sucramen A WF: ofahariTyeT i in 
theitid(i otirhe QGarderrot Edcnj which i as eat= 
kid abe Tree, of: fre; becauſe imttttatt@ of God br 
| a SignandFhedg of rciub mind hift; which Aduns 
| faanid/have dbniinicd bythis ownv:patonal, and 
| Parſe ©bediencerto” chit Ioaw of Gud;had: he 
| _emtinncd: chejeins wind2kot this Vibe was #p= 
pomted: by God-parofiich af: OOIONDEnd- 
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| 1- From the Allufion tnat _ makes "Og 
— Wo inthe New Feltaniency. Sw bievChe 


procifcch art expat Rendand, | wry 'thar overs 
60ometh, in chott” ertns/ Eroltgio bits wu uf 
pbe Tree of Life, which is in the midit of he iPutgs 
Hiſiof God: The-reaſow of which i rmked from 
' Gadi Appoinnikicti ofichis Tveotibeirh affirdnice 
 bhxahat/Litt '76- Jdan':opor; the Fridwnane 
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Chap. 2: wh Re 22 
Eithfin ofes upon __ if my Covenatic: 
which Analogy corlfifts: 14 the gtfer#] Varre 
of an'#ernd! Rebtrd promiſed, tho there benot an 
Tdentity,or petfe&t Apreetnerit'i in the Degree,or 37 
ticalar Kind thereof : © will ri6r Dicterlf exattly t9 
determint the Mode of Degree of that Blefſediieſs 
which was (tr before. Adahr by tht Goventttit 
frade with 'hitt, whether it was a ns 
int his preſetit State ( which was oy Happy pt 
a Trdiſkztio to a better, when the Cottt of his 
Obediegce in this, was tht out; however it 
feettis reaſÞhable to concltide that it was in fortie 
if; (+<s itt of. that Glory we art called'ro by 
Jeſus Chit; 'Btit they both agree in'the*notion 
of ai eternal,” *nd if iN þ kind, LI Hy dps 
and rh&refote che one is expreſſed by chbfe erins 
that relate to a former Aſſurance of the other. - * 
2. From the Method” bf God's deiling, with 
Alan infefeterice ro this Trecatter h& hadtini yet 
againſt Hitrs, ahd rhe Read! "thereof tfihred þ 
God hifthlf 1f Loft be putt forrSb4 band, und ww a) 
of the Tree of Life;-and'eat, 2H Job fir ever, You 
tray read an xccount'ot* the whole, Gem. 3 TM | 
verfe 22th, tothe Rr We are riot fu 1 
chat' lam coutl add have: obtaitied - 
Life, by cating of the'Friiie of lice Tree, - 
had fined aginff Gol'; 'bur'rhe PS 
of that Diſcourſe" is Teonteal;"and''26 T "tal; "i 
fortpding Words * BeboldPthe © eats 
Man is become like one of us, t0 ne * En im! 


be ap haly upbraiding of the 
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Fall y 


Uf Goa s Inanjacions Chap. 2; 


Folly of Man in aſpiring to ſuch a.State, by the 
Breach of God's Law, upon the Credit of the 
Devil's Suggeſtion 3 1o I take theſe Words. alfa 
tO intimate a farther Deluſion that fallen Man was 
in danger of, by cntertaining an Opinion ( that 
yain Man is on any pretence ready to nouriſh, in 
himſe]t ), of his being in a Capacity yet to reco- 
ver his toxfeited Happineſs this way, or by any o- 
ther Work of his own; howbeit they teach; us 
what was the Vſe and End that this Tree was at 
fuſt deſigned to,as alſo that Adam was not ignorant 
thereof, tho' now he was to be taught the utter 
impoſhbility of obtaining Life by a broken Cove- 
nant, by the guarding, and prohibiting all acceſs 
to, that Tree, by the: Chernubins flaming Sword, 
that turned every way to keep the way of the Tree of 
Life. oy | 

3. This alſo muſt not be forgotten, that as 
Meſes's Law did ſome way include the Covenant 
of Creation, and ſerve for a Memorial thereof .( on 
which account all Mankind was concerned in its 
Curſe) it had not only, the SanQtion of a. Curſe 
awfully denounced. againſt the Diſobedicnt, but 
alſo a Promiſe of the Reward of Life to the Obe+» 
dicntz now as the Law of Moſer was the ſame 
as to the moral Precept,with the Law of Creation, 
fo the-Reward in this.reſpcQ propoſed, was not 
a yew. Keward, but the ſame that by .Compact 
had been duc to Adam, in gaſe of his parte 
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Obedience. | 
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» FChap. 2 with Adam. Ig: 


$. 4. From what hath been- ſaid (I conceive) 
it is manifeſt, that” Adam was ſet in bir; way .but 
pot atually, brought” to | his eternal Reft;- in that 
State. wherein he was created 3 being capable of, 
and made for,a greater Degree of Happinefs:then: 
he immediately enjoyed, which was: ſet before 
him as the Reward of his Obedience by that Co- 
venant wherein he was to walk with God ;'.and 
of this Reward thus ſet before him , theſe things 
are farther to be obſerved 3 - | 

I1., That alctho'-the- Law of his Creation was 
attended: both with-a promife of Reward, and a 


| threatning of Puniſhment, - yet the: reaſor of both 


is not the ſame, nor alike neceſſaryz for: the Re- 


s ward is of mecy Soveraign Bounty, and Good- 


nefs, and theretore might have been either leſs 


{ or more, as it pleaſed God, or not propoſed at 


all, and yet no Injury done but the Puniſhment 
threatned'is a Debt; to Juſtice, and xeſalts imme- 
diately. trom the nature .of Sin with reference ta 
God, without the Inteyention of any Compact z 
it-is due to the Tranſgreſſion of a Divine Law as 
ſuch, and therefore ſtill dye to every Tranfgrffion 
of it, even -by thoſe that are alrcady cut off from 
hope of Reward by former Breach of the' Cove- 
nant and-as it may not be more then the Offerice 
deſerves without Injury . to Man, ſo neither 
may it be leſs, without a Diminution of the Glo- 
ry.of Juſtice, by the ſtri&& Rule of which it is al- 
ways meaſured:; that Death therefore which.was 
chyeatned in; the Curſe, is in a fizit ant] yroger 

; 2cnce 


2« DF God's!. YarſatHons ChaS Gt 
Sence-the: Wager of 2F54' Roth,” 61/93] -+ - / Eh 
-18. (Im: the Hiftory of this "Tranſaction" 48 Tf Þ i 
en record by the Hely'Ghoft: for our HRrudi3 | c& 
0h, we have xz mote partieularand exprefs Mens Yf uf 
tion :niade of the Curſd"thieatned, 'tHatt of ſe1 
Reward ptomiſed; arid? ſo # thre diflin& Notion 9 
of, that 1conveyed'-to' bay: Minds then'of his! | & 
atcho*. we have reafori © think both- were RHoWH of 
to:Adam with- equal-cKkarneh 3 2nd this may'be; | 
becauſe it more concerns ns to be thro'ly' hams |} * 
bled under a 9cnſe bf the prefent Miſery of Man- 
kind in their lapſed State, then curionſly to &n- G 
quite” after the particular Mode, or Degree of | E 

' thet Bleſſedneſs which was ohce fropofed; but | T 
e4n never be obtained by us in the ntereff of | al 
that Covenant, WHte't tirft t- gave Man 4 So | Þ 

; Iran ai 

E- 
$3. Tachis Tranſaftlon of God with Ada | n 
is not to be confideredin private Capacity, or-as | 6 
ofie concerned for hirhſeW atone 37 but" God ear? || 
ed with him as the camiert Root and. Repreſent #ivh id 
of all Mankind, that were to fpting fron him | 7 
according; .to the ordivaty courſe of Natite; and | * 
were thets reckoned to be iri hin both 4s' a rratth | , 
ral; arid Federal Root; arid therefote in his fads Þ * 
: irig at Mankind ſiood; and | 
Why 7 in kis Fall; * they -all fined, | © 
and fell in ins; for-by the'PJ { 
obwicnos'of aMe' many wre-made' Games: ; Rot: 5. | | 
And in thi jeſped he is Gi#/to hÞ the he , 
o2 iſt 
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chat Were '## HA} ind” {6'the + Jedgneenc is | 
op6H aPaRd Cobdcninaticn,” thee were 
ſented by him'3 &F aM0" the Obedithtc'< 
i9 ire puted:46 IP that? = ” hin, " «tid the- free 
Gife-redvth $4 afibtr thetthl ce-the FNTA6RIDY 
of 'Lift}'by verrue. Gre jon toj' and 'Gerft 
ahvriion? With Mitt. > 21244 of!3 

4-0 ff BLR Trio p3ryy ! 4, 
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God det with Adm not 6h up6H Terrts of: 
Iv, bt iti% Way of Covermit, ' ard that':thil 
TH&f&AledWith hiniwas of s Fedeal Ra 


altho itbe hots Sefiptere —_— cated a'Cove2 
&of a Coveriar; 


054 theve-if ho expreſs” mieficien of 4 Covetant 
of Grace, Beftite4brabam's' tithe, and yer'the 
ing. 14 covtith HH clearly revealed in n—_— 
At a} with - Were faved: Before his rife; 
miteraſt ad” ft fach 4 Coventiit,: tr 
che-Gracethereok, + The Evidehes' of AtimFs 
vehant-Relatidhr ts God, tray Grid be ning 

up- thus, - 
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only under The riceeſfary Exvvpier: his Creation, 


but added: 'thefeutito- -& poticive Law 3 hb 
thay: obſerv#/ln- aft His Afrortdallih SW 


46 bean whjenit of +Covenai@ Thar 


en, | | _— It 


EO ITOD Du 26.43; 
: "1 be ” + 


: Uf God's Iranſations Chap. 2) 


\ 1@+;.It is Exxtainly concluded from that Promiſe, 
of Reward, and the: Aſſurance thereof, that was. 
given to Adam;which: he could never have obtain= 
cd,; but:by God's condeſcending to. deal with 
him upon-Terms.of a Covenant, : ... - 

-Z+-;Jt could only be upon che account of bk 
a Covenant, that his Poſterity ſhould be concern-, 
ed as they were, in his. tanding, , or, falling ;let. 
the firſt be denyed, and the latter js altogether, 
unaccountable, tor had he only been under a 
Law to God, his Sin had remained upon himſelf, 
and could not have redounded tupon,,the whole 
World of Mankind,-as now.. it doth by:a juſt 
Imputation, no more then the Sin, of. any parti- 
cular Perſon, can now be imputed to,another 
Man that is pot -aQually guilty: thereok, at leak 
= Sins of immediate Pazents unto their Chil- 

Cs 

And hercio ies-the Myfery of, the firſt Tran(- 
ation of God with Man, and of his Relation to 
God thereupon, which did not reſult immedi- 
ately from the Law of his Creation, , but from vbe 
Diſpoſition of a Covenant according to the. Free, $0- 
veraign,and wiſe Counſel of God's Will; and there- 
' fore-tho' tbe Law of Creation be eafily underſtood 


by Men, and there is little Controverſie about jt . 


amongſt thoſe that, are not degenerate from all 
Principles of Reaſon and Humanity 5 yet. the Cas 
venant of Creation, the Interelt of, Adam's Poſterity 
with himſclf therein, aud the Guilg of griginal 


bin redounding upon them thereby; is .not m_ 


' 


| 
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of: God: by::their:.own narrow and:daxk Reaſbn;; 


Chap.) worth Adam”) T7 Oe 
by .the genierality-of Mankind, nor tan beamndeys! 
{iood! but by)the Light. of Divine; Rexelatiof.s: 
nor isthei Heartiof Man bumbled'unto a idue Ay) 
knowledgrhent of | it, by"! a, clear and : deep: 
Convidien;-biit:by-a Work of the Holy:;Ghoſs, 
And while Men: will meaſure; this + Coanſet; 


ww 


and refuſe ta ſubwit their Sentiments thereabour, 
to:the Revelation of his Soveraign Pleaſuve, ys: 
unaccountable Will, and Wiſdome, -ithey muſt. 
neceſſarily fall into grievous Miſtakes, - and;fill the 


World with: fruitleſs Contentions- thro?, their, 


darkening, of Counſel, by words without Know 
ledg. .: 6.2 3 kn ' | e t 


J 


- '$. 7+ This Covenant that God: made with. | 


Adam, and:all Mankind in him; as to the;Terms! 
and Condition of; it, (-we {ſee ) was 4 Covenant of 
Works  with:xeſpe& to immediate Priviledgand- 
Relation, | it was-4- Covenant of Friendſhip,, and. 
with. regard to. the , Reward-, promiſed, -it. was- 
a Covenant' of, ricb Bounty and Goodneſs; but in-\ 
cluded nat, nor intimated the leaſt Iota of pardon- 
ing Mercy 5: hut: 89;while the Law of it was pers 
fetly obſerved it raiſed Man within a Degree of 
the Bleſſed Angels, fo the Breach, of | that Law 
inevitably-brought him under that:Curfe which: 
did fink him to the Socigty ob Apoſiate..Deyils, 
and lctt-him winder. a Miſexy like to theirs.,; - -. 
2. Under this Covenant - Man was left to, the 


Freedom of - bis: own Will 3.It. was in his own” 


Power 


BA 50, 


_ 


P—— Uf God'r:itranfattions Chap; 


Powerand Choice, -bithies & obeyyland; be 26ccxe! 


nally: happy; or-:te:{{n/and'f6. txpoſychineelE. A 
ctatna} Miſcey3 /hewas:nor $0 continmed miGraco;: | 


agthat he-coald not figiand-dye, bathe was: in! 
doedwith that-Power,and Recytuuleiof Naruve;as 
that he might not have ſinned;; 2dr Ever dycd 4 
tht! tie had nora nou! paſſe peceate;' ang ſoa: now 
Poſſe mort 3 yet head -4 bf nu tn, and: ſoa: 
non mort; hewass per e{ tho' a murablt Creav: 
riixey} ind /had all pofſible ad vantage'ot moral £854. 
ſton! toirmake him (conRant in his Obedience he: 
could not be-withour'a- clear: Convidtion of ch& 
ogreateft Obligation thereunto, bofh'in. port! oÞ 
Duty and Gratitude, towards his Creator, .afdi 
Covenant-God 3 he had preſent Happinc(s, 
andifuture Hope in the way- of his Duty; apd 
— of the Miſery that bn \wbold brink 
'him, in the-dcrowicing of that:Carte which 
Swe SanRion' ofthe”! Law? given'umo; him\ 
aad>yet when the thre of Trial comes,all chis pte= 
vals riot againit the'-Fempration, but tig-Muis 
bility *becomes -the Original of that Udiginal' Shy 
whereby him{clf;- 2nd in Him: xhe World 6 
Minkind, were ruined and made Hiftral3o)' 55h 
>IQ@ Vo. t 5 2 lyvnldo Yi $52} 
446,87 - The- WY ng! theickorro/bbraguired: 
inte Fs, The' Sin of —_ Parcritiguraichbtr $1412 
a8 Condition heres © 9419 0? ll 2G:t Lib 
As to*the firtt, Pt wn Trah efowviw 3s achine 
ally! complecatcd, by * cating 76 the'zrrhbe ut «che 
Trib of Knowl:dg uf Goodand _ concern oawhich 
iv the 
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thekiord! had conttrgidedithem that they? frond” 
not eat thereof 3 Gen.3.6. and with reſped& to: this' 
I6t-itbs dbſarved;; tio! virorne velonatys 009 1 

c4.kThar'ir. was by! the Breach "of is *ppſitive* 
Lars. that: Mankind was: Jaſtsi This was the:Door 
thro-which Lin; and caltxlc&Miſeries confthulne 
thexeto; ihvided; and; by rhcir Entrance! rained? 
thibbwer World, (tt 249 emu ON; 54m 

- 2 10 vat! Min fell-:by*the. Tranſgreftion':ef} 
thisi Pofivive: Preeeprichis-Breath of Covenant with" 
God jwaslo:miuck the :niofgigonfpicacus3 'iinaf” 
muchas this'Precentbelenged: not imgiedintely; 
and neceſſarily to the law -of -his Creation, bve- 


| was (ſuperatided' theret0j1ds/a' ſpeciaÞ{Fexmn and 


Goudivion bf his'CovenantsRelation, 7! A 27 g- 
- $-i{Eho'Bicach of chis poſitive-Law ' doth' ſap»: 
pole anflogeceflarilyanter2d Violation ofithe eee! 
nal Law? his Crcation'3 Allis Tranſprffion was | 
a. total pdſiacy' from: God, and in 16a) con- 
ceiteablteiWfckedneſs wab included; even 45s Inſt 
of thes.Blefyrthe luſt 'of tbe Eyer,": and thi pride of 
Lifss 23 Johd2:16, wes alf the Villanies-that"t6" 
this Jay have been;). of! ever-ſhall þe-perperrated” 
in-the Wosld.. are the | apr thereof 3and 


uponizſiriicizarch its A ggtavitions will be found 
ta.be unadeoyntable. :-- Ii 73 28 9% AIG 


' SCanimpds 354 amid at bauo: 54. 0] gation 
-:8; þc:Pke'State and Condition of Mar thus! 
fallen; is.ne&t! to (be-'enguirdd © inito'y an@thit 
was midÞmiſorable and dreamtfyls for hiwving Wt 
ter:Chis/nangier broken Covent with Go8;' by" 
ud —— 


2 wicked and w__ Tranſrtion of his holy 


Law 

t. He thereby utterly forfeited dnd loſt all 
Covenant-Intereft in. God; he gould no 'more' 
a-Right ip, or hope for, that-Reward: which? ns | 
protmiſed-on Condition. of his perfe& Obedience 
to the. Law of that Covenant, which: God : had 


made with himz but immediately fell under : | 


Guilt, being by the' Sentence of his own Con- 


ſcience. bound over to. puniſhment, under the jaſt 
Wrath of the Almighty 3 and therefore he dread- 


ed nothing more: then-the: Approach of God to-: 


him, Gen. 3. 8, 9, 10. ++ 

2, He: did not only forfeit his Right, and pre- 
ſent Relation to God by; this Sin, birt moreovex - 
he was: thereby 'rendred; wncapoble of: 'true!Hap- 
pine, 'inaſmuch' as he ; was now. apotatized 
from @a.\Covenant of Friendſhip, to! aState' of 
Enmity/ againſt God, and Alienation (from! him, 
which'4s the neceſſary Adjunct of Wickednefss 
He fell-under the Dominion of Sin 3ant\that 1-. 
mage- wherein; he was crcatedy was itia\ 
manner wholly defaced 3 he ſinned' and. fe _ 
of -the Glory of God 5 Rom, 3. 23.,' And 
inficad of 'that original Rightcouſneſs: hwy 
with he was at firſt beautifyed;;otheve. was: 
nothing to be found in him, but abominable 
Filthineſs,” and horrid Deformity 3 his'Mind was 
covered.over, yea poſleſt with helliſh :Darknels,\ 
Hatred; of God reigned in tis Heart) and his: Af+- 
ps W4re ng. longer ſubjec to-right yo” fo 
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but became vile, and rebellious; and in this State 
it is evident, he muſt be utterly uncapable of 
Communion with God, and of the Fruition of 
him, wherein alone the true Happineſs of a rea- 
ſonable Creatore doth confi lk, 

3. The Curſe of the Law in its utmoſt Ripout! 
and prime Intendment, was immediately and bnly 
due to him 3 and no leſs then the utmoſt Exe- 
cution thereof was every Moment to be expected 
by him'3 and that was Death, even the worlkt of 
Deaths, eternal Death, which is, © An everlaſting 
« Puniſhment of Soul -and B dy, under the 
* wrathful Vengeance'of 4 provoked Deity, 

Now that this was (* prime Intendment of 
the Threatning, might be eViticed by many Rea- 
ſons, but at preſent I ſhall content my ſelf with 
the mention of rwo only;* 

1. This Puniſhment will be inflicted on many 
of the ungodly Poltcrity of 4dam who have been 
guilty of no other Tranfgteſfion but that of the 
Light- arid | Law of Nature 3 fuch were thoſe 
wicked Heathens that Pail ſpeaks of Rem. 1: 20, 
&c. and Chap. 2: 6,—16. who, tho? they never 
had the Law written, 'or knew of any repeated 
Promulzation thereof; ''( and therefore we may 
conclude them much more unlikely to be acquain- 
red with the new-Covenanrt'and its Terms) yet 
being 4 Law to themſelves, ' were for the Tranf- 


'greffron of this Law 'lyable to this Puniſh- 


ment ; Now this Puniſhment muſt be the Fruit of 


that” Ciitle which is-the-Santion of that Law 


D which | 


—_—_— 4 mY - TUG / [4 Lid A Ds . 


which they were under,and which was tranſgrefſed 
by them, which was the Law of Creation, even 
the ſame Law that Adam was made under 3 and 
if the Law be the fame, the ſame Penalty was 
incurred by the Tranſgrethion thereof z and it 
they are liable to etcrnal Death for the Tranſgrefli- 
on of this Law, there is no rational doubt bur 
Adam was ſo. 

2, It the juſt Demerit and Wages of Sin was con- 


| tained in the threatnivg ( as no doubt it was) it 


could be no le(s than an eternal Puniſhment that was 
threatned 3 for if that be not the Deſert of every 
Sin, it cannot be due to-any Sin 3 for the Reaſon 
why the Puniſhment of any Sin 1s eternal, is 
that the Penalty inflitcd on the Sinner. .may be 
adequate to the Offence 3. the Puniſhment hath 
an Infinity in its Eternity, becauſe the. Fault is 
infinitely aggravated, and that can only be in re- 
gard of its Object'3 there is nothing that can be 


.an infinite Aggravation of Sin, but its being 


committed againſt a God of infinite Greatneſs, 
Glory, and Goodneſs; and this Aggravation 
attends every Sin, as it is Sin againlt God, and 
tho? other Circumliances may incxeaſe the Provo- 
cation, and ſo intend the Degree of the Sinners 
Pain, yet none but this can reach Infinity : The 
Puniſbment theretore due to Adam for Sin againſt 
God, could be no other or no leſs then eternal 


- Death! which is that intended in the Sanction 


of the Law given to him. 


Fourtbly, The whole Creation of this. viſible | 


World 
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World became lyable to. Deſtruction with fallen 
Man, as an Inheritance forfeited by his Treaſon 
againſt the Supream Majclly : By the Sin of Man 
the Frame of ew ray the Heavens made for 
his . Serv ght, was looſed, and their 
Foundations {o ſhaken, as would have ifſued in an 
utter Ruin, had not Chrilt interpoſed and zpheld 
the Pillars thereof ,, Pal. 75. 3. with Heb. 1. 3. 
and if the Curſe had been immediately executed 
in its Rigor, with theſe Deſolations following 
thereupon, there had been an Hell ready prepared = 
for Man + for ſuppoſe, 1 pray you, all the Lights 
of Heaven to be put.out, the whole Order, Syn- 
metry, and Beauty of the Creation to be deſtroy 
ed, and all reduced to a Chaos of Confuſion, and 
horrid Darkneſs about Man, and the burniog 
Wrath of God kindled upon him, now calt into 
the Jaws of eternal Deſpair, and tormented by a 
Worm that neyer dyes, (think I ſay of this) and 
you will hardly be able to conceive of a ſtate more 
dreadful] and diſmal than this, that Man food at 
the very Brink of, 

Fifthly, In this Condition Man was altogether 
helpleſs and without Strength, being utterly diſa= 
bled to ſtand before God upon Terms of a Cove- 
nant of Works, and as uncapable to bring him- 
{:]f upon other Terms with God for he was 
not able to move one ſtep towards a Reconciliati- 
on' with God, or the ranſoming of himſclfout of 
theſe Miſeries : The Door of Repentance was 
not opencd to hum by the Coyenant of Creation, 

: 2 or 
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or if it had, there was in him now ncither Power, 
nor Will to enter in thergat 3 He was utterly 
difabled fiom obeying God acceptably upon a- 
ny Tcrms, until made a. 'ngw Creature: And 
Covenant row broken {ſhould be renewed with 
him, or any of his Polterity, for the ſame Ends, 
and in the ſame manner as it was at firſt made 
with upright Man > but moreover that ever any 
Covenant ſhould be immediately ſtricken with him 
or them, whercin fallen Man ſhould have becn 
che tirſt, and immediate Covenanter with God 
for himſelf, as Adam was In his State of Integri- 
tY. | 


therefore. it was impoſſible,” not BT Tit 1h 


S. 10. Thus miſerable'.('yea more than we 
have expreſſed, or can expreſs ) was the State 
of fallen Man ; Let us now (ce how the bound- 
leſs Mercy of God was revealed unto him, . when 
he was thus, loſt, and miſerably ruined by his 
own Sin. And for the better underſtanding of 
what is to follow, I ſhall premiſe two things, 
which are neceſſary to be kept in our Eye, _. 

1. That the infinitely Wiſe and Gracious God, 
who from Eternity foreſaw the Fall of Man, 
had alſv from Etcrnity a gracious Purpoſe in 

himſelf,according to the Coun- 

z Tm. 1. 9, 10. ſelof his own Will,to redeem 
TI ISS and ſave a Remnant of loſt 
Mankind from their lapſed and. fallen State,and by 
his All-powerful Grace thro' the Merits of Chriſt, * 


to. 


AS" 


+ 
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to recover them from, Miſery to the Inheritance 
of a Kingdom and Glory far greater than that 
ſet before 442m in his Integrity 3 And theſe eter= 
nal Counſels that were hid with himſelt, were 
tranſacted in a way of Copenant between the Fa- 
ther. and the Son, cvcn ina Covenant of Redemp- 
tion now revealcd in the Ccriptures of Truth; 
And to this Covenant, belong all the Promiſes of 
the Father to the Mcdiator, and the rcliipulatory 
Engagements of the **edcemer, about the Salva- 
tion of Sinncrs and the way and method of its 
Accompliſhment: 'And with reſpect ro theſe 
Counſels the Son of God is ſaid to be the Father's 
Dclights, and himſcltalfo to have his Delights 1n 
the habitable World, when the Head of the Dutt 
thereot was formed 3 Prov.8.22,-— 31-. In which 
Context the mutual Acquicicence both of the Fa- 
ther and the Son, in this admirable Contrivance 
of infinite Grace and Wiſdom is not obſcurely fer 
forth. 

2, In purſuance of this Covenant of Redemp- 
tion, and the Surctithip of Chrilt taken therein, 
upon the Fall of Man, the Government of the 
World was actually put into the hands of the 
Son of God, the deſigned Mediater, who intcr- 
poſcd hini{clf for che Prevention of its preſent 
and utter Ruin ; And by him wecre all future 
Tranſactions managed for the Good of Man, 
and all Diſcoverics of Grace ayd Mercy were 
made to the Children of Men in him.2nd ky him : 
And all things in Heaven and Earth were broughe 

D 3 lato 
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into an order ſubſervient to the Ends of the new 
Creation, and the Redemption of lott Man to be 
accompliſhed i in the fulneſs of time by the Son. of 
God incarnate: Fallen Man could have'no more 
ro do with God, nor God with him in a way of 
Kindnels, but in a Mediator. 


$.11. And from this D:{ign of Love and Mer- 
cy it was, that when the Lord God came unto 
fallen Man in the Garden, in the col cf the Day, 
and found him filled with Horror and Shame in 
the Conſcience of his own Guilt, he did not exe- 
cute the Rigor of the Law upon him, but held a 
Treaty with him, which iſſued in a Diſcovery of 
Grace, whereby a Door of Hope was opened to 
him, in the laying of a new Foundation for his ac- 
ceptance with God, and walking unto well plea- 
ling before him, For, 
1. In the Sentence paſſed upon the Serpent 
( which principally conccrned the Devil, whoſe 
Inftrument he had been in tempting Man, and 
who probably was made to abide in his Poſſcttion 
of the Serpent, till he had rcccived this Doom ) 
Gen. 3. 5- there was couched a bleſſed Promiſe 
of Redemption and Salvation unto Man, which 
was to be wrought out by the Son of God made 
of a Woman. and fo her Seed; which Salvation 
this promiſed, Man was to receive by Faith, and 
ro hope initz tor in this implyed Promiſe was hid | 
the tixit Foundation of the Church after the Fa 
of Man, which was to bc raifed up out of the 
Ruines 


A 
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Ruines of the Devil's Kingdom by the Deſtructi-' 
on of his Work by Jeſus Chritiz 1 oh. 3.8. | 
2. In this Commination of the Serpent there is 
not only implyed a Promiſe of railing up a Savi- 
our of the Seed of the Woman, and ſending him 
into the World for the breaking of the Serpents 
Head, that is,the perte& Conqueſt of Satan, and 
the utter ruining of his Kingdom 3 but alſo of 
propagating and preſcrving a Church in the 
World that ſhould be Hrirs ot that Salvation, and 
ſhould maintain a ſpiritual War with Satan and 
his Kingdom, which on their part ſhould end in 
pertet Conquelt and Vidtoryz The God of Peace 
bruiſing Satan under their Feet, while he is nib-» 
ling at their Heel, and making them to be more 
than Conquerors thro” him that loved them for 
the Seed of the Woman is to be underſtood col- 
le&ively of Chriſt and his members ( as the Seed 
of the Serpent includes all wicked Men) tho? it 
hath a principal reſpect to Chrilt perſonal, who 
alone hath obtaincd the Victory over the internal 
Power.,and defiroyed the Works of the Devil 3 But 
altho? this was done by himſclt alone, yet was it 
not for him(c]f only, but for his Body the Church, 
of which every true Belicver is a Member, and 
ſhall ccrtainly obtain Victory thro? the Faith of his 
Name And againſt this Chur-h the Gates of Hell 
can never prevail, but a Church there ever ſhall 
be in the World,” ſo long as the World continues, 
and ever was fince the hrit Promiſe, tho? malignsd 
and. perſecuted by the Devil and wicked Men, as 
un D 4 carly 
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early appears in that Inſtance of Cain-and Ahel 3. 


Gen. 4. comparcd with 1 Foh.3.12, Ana ſome- 
thing cf this nature 15 11 timared i in the Name of 
Seth, and the Reaſon wo by Eve of her. impo- 
fiog that Name: Gen. 25. 

3, Hercupon there Was 2 preſent Reſtraint and 
Modification of the Carſe in the Sentence pronoun- 
ced upon Adam and Eve Gen. 3. 16,—19. where- 
by altho? they and their Offspring were neceſſa- 
rily ſubjected to many Evils and Miſeries while 
they lived, and Diſſolution by a temporal Death 
at laſt, yet they were not immediately laid under 
2 Sentence of eternal Death which was the Puniſh- 
ment they had deſerved: And concerning this 
Sentence we may farther oblerve, 

1, That the Promiſe of breaking the Serpents 
Head which was revealed to our tirit Parents, did 
not give them a Deliverance from all Miſery, but 
only an Exemption from eternal Death ; But not- 
withſtanding this Promiſe, and all that Chriſt hath 
now done for the full Accompliſhment thereof,it is 
the Will of God that all Men, even Believers as 
well as others, ſhall in this World be cxcr.ifcd 
with Miſerics, and remain - ſubject to temporal 
Death, or Difſolution of the Body into Duſt. 

2. The Corruptibility of Man, all the Miſcrics 
he 15 ſubject ro while he lives, and temporal Death 
at Jaſt, are the Fruits of Sin, and ot the Curſe 
duc to it, 25 they are natural Evils, or Puniſh- 
T;ents3 but yet they are not, the Fruit or Reſult 
pf the Crrſe only, nor the full Wages of Sin 5 > As 


- they 


| 
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they are evil they flow from -the Curſe, but as 
temporal only, the Evil of them is limited, and thus 
modified by Mercy, or compatlionate Goodneſs at 


leaſt: The Poſition of temporal Death, concludes 


indecd that Sin is in the Worldz but this Limi- 
tation of Death doth alſo prove, that there js 
Mercy reſerved for ſome, and that ſuch as obtain 


! not Mercy mult be brought to an aftcr reckoning, 
! inaſinuch as the Fruit of their Doings hath not 


fully been repaid to them in this World. And 
hence, 

3. There are none of theſe Evils but are capa- 
ble of a Change, as to their penal Nature, toge- 


; ther with the Change of that Man's State upon 


whom they come 3 tor tho' they tall as ſo many 
Props of Wrath that bode a drezdtul Storm 


| coming upon the wicked, yet 


are they * all ſanGtifyed unto _ * De primd 1ghtur 
a Believer, and turncd into real cenlÞ mes 
Blcfſings 3 which change the ':.: jr, mals mals, 
utmolt Execution of the Curſe /*cda vers ſixe du- 
is not capable of, for eternal *” Ex? BOO 
Puniſhment can never be turn | 1a mm- 
i: bexva, Avugs De 

cd into a BJeſling upon any. Cicir. Dci Lib. 13. 
Yea ſuppoling ( as there is , Cap. 2. | 


þ Reaſon to do) that God did ry 


not only promiſe a Redecmer to Adam before he 


| pronounced this Sentence, but alſo gave him Faith 


in the Promiſe,it came immediately upon himas a 
tatherly Chaſtiſement,and not as a Fruit of unpaci- 
hed Anger. | 

+ It 
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It is alſo true on the other ſide,that the Godneſs | c 
and Forbearance of God is, thro* the Wickedneſs | 1c 
of Man, turned into a Fu4gment upon the Un- || 
godly and Impenitent, who abuſe the day of his } T 
Patience unto the treaſuring up of Wrath againſt 
the day of Wrath, and Revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God: Rom. 2.5. So that both tem» | 
poral Mercies and temporal Evils are wholly ſub- | 
ſervient to the Delign of God's Glory in the future | 
and cternal State of Man 3 and we may conclude 
there had been no ſuch thing as temporal Death, 
if there had not been @ day of Patience. 

4. It is more than probable that at the ſame 
time, or immediately after, God did inſtitute 
thoſe bloody Sacrifices, that were offered unto 
him from thenceforth, and accepred by him when 
offered in Faith, for the further Inſtruction of | hi 
Man in the general Notion of the way of his Re- 
demption by the promiſed Seed, and for the Help 
and Confirmation of his Faith in the Promiſe: 
Yea cven the Coats of Skins which the Lord 
made, and wherewith he cloathed Adam and Eve, |! 
chen confounded with the ſh:me of their own * 
Nakednefs, ſeem to be deligned of God not only | 
for a natural, but alſo a myſtical Uſe, were for 
their Inſiruction concerning that imputed Righte- f 
ouſncls wherein they muſt now ſtand before him, | 
and without which they could tind no acceptance |# 
' with him 3 Eſpecially if theſe Coars were made 
of the Skins ot thoſe Beatts that Adam was then 
dirc&ted to offer in Sacritice to God ( as ſome BIn 

con- 
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{s FJconjcure they were ) we can hardly imagine 
{s JF 1c to be intended thereby 3 tor no doube with 
8 the Inſtitution of Sacritices, ſomcthing of the 
; | Uſe and End of them was revealed unto Adam, 
5. This alſo muit be noted, That altho? the 
{ Covenant of Grace was thus tar revealed unto 
Adam as we have heard 3 yet we ſee in all this, 
Z there was no formal and expreſs Covcnant- Tranſ- 
2 aGtion with him, much leſs was the Covenant 
of Grace <tiabliſhed with him as a prubl:c> Perſon or 
\ Repreſentative in any kind 3 but as he obtained 
! Intcrett for hin:ſelf alone, in the Grace of God 
me } thus revealed, by his own Faith, ſo muſt choſe of 
ite || his Polterity that are ſaved thereby : And there- 
ito | fore altho* the Corruption of fallen Adam, and 
en J the Guilt of his Fall, be from him derived to all 
of {| his Offspring, becauſe they were in him as a 
\c- Þ publick Perſon and foederal Root when he fell; 
elp | yet can they not derive from him any Intereſt in 
ſe; Yhis renewed State, or in the Grace or Holincſs 
rd Jthereof 3 ſeeing with reſpect thereunto God 
ive, || dealt with him only as a private Perſon + and the 
wn * Good of the Promiſe now given out, was no 
nly Pagans intrujted with him, then with his Polterity, 
for z or any of them in particular, 


: 
fl 


S. 12. The State and Condition that the 

; World of Adam's Policrity ar now 1n, is as fol- 

ade Þj loweth. | 

henÞ 7. They are all born in original Sin, in the 

ome Rimage of the firſt Adams fallen, and fo wnder a 
| broken 
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broken Covenant, being by Nature Children of 
Wrath, unholy, and without Strength. 

2. Yet are they neceſſarily under the Obligati- 
on of a Law, to obcy, worſhip, and ſerve their 
Creator, tho* they have no Covenant- Intereſt in 
him 3 for it is impoſſible, and implies a Contra- 
diction that reaſonable Creatures thould be 
brought fourth into the World, and not be ſubje&t 
to the Law of their Creator, or that eternal Death 
ſhould not be due to the Breach of that Law by 
them 3 The Law of Creation binds, when the 
Covenant of Creation is broken 3 tho? the Tranſ- 


greſſion of Man hath forfcited his Intercit in the. 
one, yet it cannot diſſolve the Obligation of the 


other. But yet, 

. The World is ſet under a general Reprieve, 
and the full Execution of the deſerved Curſe is 
delayed until the day of Judgment 3 until which 
time the Children of Men are under a Difpenſati- 
on of Goodneſs, and ſparing Mercy, and fo in a 
remote Capacity or Poſſibility of obtaining Sal- 
vation by Chriti, where it plcaſeth God to {:nd 
the Goſpel, the Niſpenſation of which is made 


effetua] for the Salvation of all the Ele, who! 


are thereby gathered into the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
4. The Lord Chrift hath undertaken in the 
cloſe of his Mediatorial Kingdom, when all his 
Sheep are brought into his Fold, tor whoſe ſake a- 
Yone the day of his Patience is lengthened out to 
ihe World, to raiſe all Mankind again in an 
IN: -orrvptible State, prepared for that eternal Du; 
| ration 
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ration unto,which they were deſigned in their 
firſt Creation 3 And then will he gloritic all thoſe 
with himſelf - for whom. he hath fatisfyed- the 
Juſtice of God, born the ,Curſe of the Law, 'and 
wrought out everlaſiing Righteouſneſs, who, have 
been alſo called by his Grace to a Participation of 


theſe Benefits thro? Faith 3 and others he wilt de- 
liver up by a righteous Sentence,unto the full Ex- 
ecution of that Curſe upon them in its utmoſt 
Rigor,” which: till then, for the Ends aforeſaid, 
was ſuſpended... -. OS IN 
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I The Children of God ſlated "in a new Relati- 


01, and their Qbedience upon a new Foun- 
dation from "the firſt' Promiſe. F. 1. The 
Word of God the Rule of their Faith and 
Obedience.z- how revealed to them, F.2, 
Enoch's Tranſlation ; the" Inſtruion and 
Bertefit the whole Church bad thereby + His 
Prophecy 3 how written'in the Old Teſta- 
ment. 4.3." The' ordinary” Propagation of 
« the 
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the Church in thoſe times : Mixt Harri. 
ages one cauſe of the general Defeci ion 0 
Mankind : Noah finds Grace in' the Sight 
of God. y. 4. The Ark its typicab Reſped ; 
the general nature of ſuch a 1ype illuſtrated 


The fory 


ry, Works of rouidence < 


aorant 


Ark : 


the Ark; the Promiſes obtained in the In- 
tereſt of his Sacrifice 5 what ſignified there- 
_ by: The reaſon of his Neg particu- 
lar Benefits af this. Covenant © the ſpiritual 


- opens the way to Shem's Bleſſing + Circune- 


ciſign a warning to I[rael not to imitate Cas- * 
naans. Wickedxeſs: Special regard to the } 
Mettah i Shem's Bleſſang + This the cauſe |; 
of Japhet's Bleſſang alſo 5, The extent there-|Þ 


| 


by conference % ſome other like extraordina- ſ 
7 of the ; 

Ark, its myſtical Uſe « how "Baptiſm az- ||| 

; ſwers ta the Ark: Noah not altogether ig-|| 
LA the myſtical Signification of the 
ow he became Fleir of the Fighte- | 
ouſneſs of Faith by building it. F. 5. The | 
Covenant of God with Noah ; the eftabliſh- þ 
ing thereof at his entring into the Ark ; \ 
the Benef# af the. Church thereby. 4. 6. The } 
farther management of God's federal Tranſ- 
ation with Noah, mher- he came out of F 


Se 


\ Extent thereef. $: 7. The axrſe of Cham | 


of. $. 8. The building 


v7 


of Babel, and cou- 


fuſion of Tongues, F. 9, The Evils involved 
in this confuſion of Language : how vemos» 
ved by the gift of Tongues at Jerufalem : 
The days of Man ſhortned. : 10. | 


I s. 1. HE firſt Dawning of the blefied Light 
| of God's Grace 'unto. poor Sinners þes 


Fo) 4 ing broken up in'that Pramile intimated Gen,3,15, 


'Þ the Redeemed of the Loyd -were from that \rime 
| brought into a new-Relatrian to God in and by 
4 Chriti the promiſed Seed, thro? Faith in him as 
! revealed in that Promiſe; and hereupon their 

Obedience, and religious Service, was tated, aud 


: MN accepted of by God upon a new Foundation, viz. 


# that of pardoping Mercy,. and Forgiveneſs thao? 


»- © the Redeemer, Pſal.130. 4. They were no langer 


* u; on Termy of perſonal, and. perfect Obedience, 
* OX doing of a:Law \ but upon Terms of F aith, Or 
believing a gratuitous Promiſe >. which , wholly 
changed the oxder of their, Acceptation with God; 
For by the. Cavenant. of Creation, the Work of 
! Obedience was to maintain the Relation, and ſe- 
3 cure the Acceptance of the Perſon with Gog 
& but by. the Covenant of Grace and Redemption, 
the Relation and previous Acceptance of the Perſon in 
3 Chriſt, was the reaſon of the good Acceptance of 
2all their ſincere, tho* imperfect Ovedience, which 
2did vow ſpring from Faith; {And hence it is aid 
Heb. 11-4« Ged bad reſpe@. to Abcl and bis- Off- 
It: w__ 
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ering 3 firſt to the Perſon, and then to his -Work 
| And this order, and way of Salvation,' as to the 
' .... general Nature thereof, ever was, and muſt be, f| , 
the ſame and invariable in all Ages, and under | 
2H different Upratetions of. God tow vards his | 


— a6 


Church. 


$.2. And as holy Men thea lived by Faith, 6 / 
conſequently they. had the Obje& of Faith with | 
them, viz. The Revelation if God's 'Connſel by his 
Word; Tho' the Word was not written till Moſes's | 
time, yet was the Church never without God's 
Oracles 3 which in thoſe days were thade known + 
to it, by thoſe ways and means, thatithe infinite x 
Wiſdom, and Goodnefs of God made choice of | 
This we have ſcen' in the firſt Promiſe, and -in 
the Initicution of Sacrifites, which could not have 
been offered in Faith, -as- AbePs was; -if God- had (* 
not commanded and appointed thems5' yea it ap- Þ 
pears alſ+»+ that God had given them {ome particu- 
lar Directions what Bealis they 'might offer in 
Sacritice, and what: notz for in©Noah's - time 
the diftinQtion of Beaſts clean and wnelean,' is men+ ? 
tioned asa thing well known beforot Ser Gen.7.. 
2, 3-' chap: 8.20. \ Unto ' this we' may add that | <: 
( at leaſt diverſe of ) | the ' Names of Seth's Lines 


were impoſed by @. Spirit” of Propheey 5 Enoch (+ 
was a Prophet 3 and” Noah a Preacher: off Righte: ] & 
ouſneſs 3 all which do'infer a Revelation- of the? $8 
Mind of God, and of his Counfels then” made|? tc 

C 


unto the Church, diſtin | from the Light, anll 
>= Law 
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Law of Nature, and tranſcending all the DiQates 
ie | thereof altho? it -muſt be granted, This Lighe 


e, | didnotſhine upon them with che ſame Clearncls, 
er } as it did upon after Ages. ' b 
is | 


S. 3. Moreover, The extraordinary Diſpenſa« 
' tion of God's Providence towards Enoch, who by 
ſo } Faith walked with God, and then was tranſlated to 
th * the heavenly Inheritance without being made 
bis | ſubje& to the common Lot of Mankind in Diffo- 
| lution by temporal Death, was not only a fingu- 
Hr favour to himſelf, but - alfo an eminent Difs 
vn | covery to the reſt of the Believers of that Age, 
ite 5 that (the right of Adoption, and claim of an In- 
$ heritance in Light by Faith, was reſtored to them 
in the promiſed Seed 3 and therefore did greatly 
tend to encourage their Faith and Hope, in the 
di Expcctation of a glorious State for Soul and Bo# 
| dy, to be injoyed in a bleffed Immortality, and 
eternal Life hereafterz an Earneſt of which they 
had, in the preſent Injoyment of one Member of 
that Body to which they were all united. Conf. 
| Gen, 4. 24. Heb. 11.5. 
: And the very time wherein this was done, doth 
» caft ſome farther Light upon the myſtical Import 
thereof: Enoch was the ſeventh from 44zm; and 
3 this Septenary Number is famous in Scripture, 
2 for its myltical Signihication of that perfect Reli or 
elit | Sabbatiſm that Chriſt ſhonld bring his Church un- 
ade|? to: And therefore by Matthew, the Genealogy of 
anl Chriſt is counted by yay Generations ; Adin 
| | E 
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The Tranſlation of Ezach happened ſoon after & 
the Death of Adm ( the tirlt whole naturgl Death | | 
is mentioned in Scripture) Enoch in the ſe- F | 
venth Generation was tranſlated, that he ſhould 3 \ 
not ſee Death 3 As they had ſeen the Fruit of the | ; 
Curſe exemplified in Adam's Deaths fo they ſaw Þ 1 
that Life which the Promiſe gives exempliticd } c 
in Enoch's Tranflation,z who. betore he was tranf- ? 7 
lated walked with God, or, as the Apolile gives it, 2 { 
had this Tejtimany,That he pleaſed God z, and indeed | «| 
the Hebrew Phraſe uſed Gen. 5.22. doth not on= © C 
ly figaitac Integrity, and eminent Holineſs, in a | g 
private Capacicy, but alſo ( as the learned. Ainſ- * 
zworth notes upon the place) is often uſed for a 
pleaſing Adminiſtration of Office before God, in which © Sj 
xelpcet he was a ſpecial Figure of Chriſt 3 and | 
his. Txanllation, of Chriſt's. catiing into Heaven, 
as a Forerunner for us. 4 nc 
Three hundred Years the Church had injoyed [7 B1 
his Miniſtxy 3, and ſeven, Patriarchs were left alive |? nc 
as Witneſſes of his Tranſlation 3 ſo that the whole Þ on 
numbcr of the Sons, of God had the Benefit and Þ m 
Comfort of Inſtruction thereby, He propheſicd Þ tht 
of the Deſtruction of wicked Men, and ſummed 1 * ; 
up his Prophecy in the Name he gave to his Son Þ| ſor 
Methnſelach, which may be interpreted, They - die & Cy 
by a Dart: ors He dyeth, and then is the-Dart; (i,c.} on 
the Dart of Divine Vengeance in Puniſhing the f the 
ungodly ) or, be dyeth and then it is ſent :. This & the 
was almoſt 1coo years .before the. Flood 3 but & Cas 
was exaGtly fulfilled in the: iflue 3; For Mabnſach all 
ye 


— 
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dycd but about the fpace of one Month before 
the Flood came. This Prophecy is mote fully ſet 
= | downby Fude v.15. (which may be taken as 2 di- 
d 3} vine Paraphrafe upon this Prophetick Name like 
1c | Daniel's Interpretation of the Writing upon the 
w | Wall) and applyed analogically co the Sinners 
-d } of his time : for as this firſt Judgment, was a 
f- ? Type of future Judgments upon wicked Men, e- 
It, : ſpecially of the Deſtruction of che Jewiſh State by 
ed ? the Fine of God's Wrath, for their rejeQing of 
n= | Chrift 3 and each of thefe was 2a Freludinm of the 
a | general Fndgmens of the World, ſo che threatning 
oſ- | of this tirlt Jadgment to the ungodly ther living, 
4 |} was adcnouncing of Jadgment againftall ungodly 
a ' Sianevs, in fucare times alſo, 
n | 


2N, | $4. In theſe Ages of the Church it was ge» 
4 newly propagated in that Line, thro? which the 
<d. |] Blood: of the promiſed Seed did run Yet do we 
ive |? not find any ſuch” Pattition-Wall fet up berween 
ole Þ one Family and another, but any that would 
nd F might freely aſſociate themſelves, and joyn with 
ied F the trace Worſhippers of God 3 
ned I * nay it is poſhible that even * Pormre feri we quis 
50n © ſome of the Line and! Race'of —_- gh oor 
die | Curſed: Cain might do 05 25 Caj;, rittinds dive. 
1, © © on the: other: hand; it! is more mo, ſe ad Adant'cous 
the & then. probable: that others of Jnxermr, &f ſalvia 
his |f che Childten of 4domy, befides {4/77 Luther 3n 
but F Czin, did zevole with him from | | 
1ahJ all ttue Religion and A and joyned Iſſue 
2 in 
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in.an open Contempt of God, and Rebellion a- 
gainſt him. - However the.Nature and Neceſſity 
of the thing in it {clf, in-refterence to religious 
Worſhip, and that Obedience that was. due to 
God therein, did oblige his Servants. to keep | 
themſelves diliin& and ſeparate from the reſt of 
the World : And whillt they did fo, the general F 
Dcfeion of Mankind was prevented :: But to- ! 
wards the Period of the old World, all things {] 
dcclined and: grew worſe, and worſe; Gen. 6.5, | 
12,13, The Violence and 'Corruption of Man- | F 
kind abounded and even the Sons of God were 
taken with the bait of ſenſual Delights: And 
thoſe who had formerly kept up a pure and di- 
fiint Communion for the ſolemn worſhipping of | 
God by calling upon his Name, and therefore had * 
alſo bis Name called wpon- them, Gen. 4.wlt. being | 
denominated the Sons of God, did now loſe the' © mh 
ſcnſe of Relgion,and brake the Bounds of their juſt G T 
Separation, . and mingled themſelves wich the |} ; 


ay yy ow S 


Lag... 
AQ 


Daughters of Men,Gen:6,24- Theſe were the Wo-'Þ| 
men of Cain's Offspring,or of Confederacy with his Þ} ,, 
Secd, by whoſe Beauty they were entangled, || -., 
while rhey regarded more the gratifying of their q ,, 
Luft, than the true Ends of Marziage 3 and being' | Kin 
thus entangled were alſo drawn in a Partnerſhip } _ 
with them in their. Abominations 3 Inſomuch-! - 
that when the time of theiFlood: came, the pure'} ,, 
Worſhip of God was maintained in the Family of } ,, 


Noah only, who found{orace. in: the fight of God): 
Gene &kmp Lis; and Watpreferved in _ the. Ark} 1, 
I . "I TE that | 


Chap. 3. »#th Noah. TE: 


|} that by him and his Sons the deſolate Farth migh*f 
'Y Þ be again. repleniſht with Inhabitants, after the 
1 3 Foundation of the TWicked had been deftroyed -mith a 
OF Flood: Job 22,16, 


-P 

of $. 5-. Now in ts dealings of God with Noah 
al } therearc ſome things-call for our diligent Atten- 
0 2 tion, as cartying on'to'a farther degree of Light, 
fl | the Diſcovery of Grace and Redemption by Chriſt; 
5, | and G the farther 'Efiabliſhment of the Church in 


| Expc&ationthereof;For, 
me The, Ark, which ' Noav being warned of God, 


- built by: his ſpecial . Dire&tion, for the ſaving of 
Uo f himſelf, and his Houſe, whi.h were eight Sorls, 


® 1 Pet. 3, 20. did not only afford him and them a 
* temporal Deliverance from the Deluge of Waters, 
> ! by which God in his Wrath then ſwept away 

i a diſobedient. World 3- but” was moreover uſeful 
[t by its typical Refpe& for their farther Tnfirudtion 
| bout the Redemption-of Man, from the Floods of 
* divine Vengeance to: be hereafter poured out in 
| cternal Wrath upon the World of Unbelievers, 

For this is to be: obſerved concerning the State of 
EI 3 the Church before Chritii came in the Fleſh; That 
Ng Þ as the Goſpel was preached unto them by Types 
hip 1] and dark Shadows, ſo this kind of Tnftruftion 
ach'Y \yas afforded them, not only by the ſtated Ordi- 


ure' xznces of Ceremonious Worſhip, but alfo by many 
bl extraordinary Works of Providence, which were (© 
al i ; ordered by Divine Wifdom, as that they might 


bear a __ Reſpect unto, and be an apt Repre- 
3 {cntation 
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ſentation of, ſpiritual things; This may be ob- 
ſexved in many Inttances in the Hiſtory of Abra- 
ham, and of his offspring the Children ot Iſrael; | 
On this account the Manna they did eat in the # 
Wilderneſs is called fpiritual Meat , and the Wa- Þ 
ter of the Rock which they drank, ſpiritual Drink; } 
and the Rock Chriſt: x Cor. 10. 3, 4. and yet we * 
read of no ſpecial Ordination, or Appointment | 
of theſe things unto ſuch an End, but what they * 
had from tbe Order and Voice of Providence, toge- | 
ther with the peculiar Circumfiances of the Peo+ 
ple concerned in thetmm. And under this Conſide- 
ration doth Noah's Ark come, which either wag 
a Type of Chriſt, ( as the Ark in the Jewiſh © 
Sanctuary) or of the Churchconſidered as guarded ? 
with his Salvation 3 which in the Iſſue will come ' 
Near to the ſame thing, Fl 

And this Type is- rendered the more lively by 3: 
the Form of Strufigre which God commanded | 
and alſo the unwonted Uſe of one Term in the | 
Direction given for the ſceuring ot their Preferva- 
tion who wcre to enter tnto the Ark. 


1. The Form in which the Ark was built, in ? 


t'\c Proportion of its Dimenſions comes neareſt to * 
that of the Body of a Man 3 for it was in length - 
3co Cubits, in breadth 50, and in heighe 30: \ 
So that in Figure is was ſhaped like @ Coffinz and ? 
there was a Reſemblance of Burial in the entring ? 
thcreinto, and of a ReſurreQtion in coming out 2? 
of it > In which rcſpect the Apoſtle Peter makes | 
Baptiſm to be the Antitype to the Ark, 1 Eph. 3. | 

= | | 19, 20, | 
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Chap. with Noah. 
19,20, And thus was the: Ark an eatrabrA;nary 


Sacrament, or Pretigurativn of the Churches Re- 
demption and Salvation, by the Death and Re- 


# curreQion of Chriſt; and of her Union, and Coin- 


munion with him that dyed and rofe again, fo as 
to enjoy all the Benchits of his Death and Reſur- 
reion. 

2, In the DireQions given for the building of 
the Ark,No4b is commanded to pitch it with Pitch 
both within and withoat, | Gen. 6.14. the: Words 
in the Hebrew ate Capbarta Baccopher : The firit 
ſence of the Verb | 152 ] is to cover and thence by 
a Metaphorit fignities to expiate,or make Atonement 3 
becauſe as things covered are hid from Sight, 6 
Sin expiated, is blotred out, and no more re- 
membred again{t the Sinner: Ahd the Noun 
viz: Copher is never uſed in the like ſence in all 
the Bible, for the Hebhrzzvs have other Words that 
propcrly fignify ſuch kind of Stuff as was now to 
be made uſe of 3 ſee Exod, 2.3. but in the Law 
itis often uſed for the Covering of, or Propitiation 
for Sin: So that theſe Terms ſcem to be eſpecially 


i adapted by the holy Ghoſt, unto the typical re- 


{pe of the Ark, which was to ptefigure the Sal- 
ation of the Church thro' the Expiation of Sin, 
and Atonement made by the Death of Chriſt 
in the Merit of whoſe Blood is her only Defence 
againſt the ſwelling Waters of Divine Wrath, 
and the Curſe of the Law, under which the 
wholc World of Unbtlieyers mult inevitably pc- 
rith, 
| E 4 Now 


Now tho? we have no reaſon to think that 
theſe things could be then apprehended fo diſtindt- 
ly and clearly, as we now {ce them. by the, Light 
of the New Teſtament 3 yet have we good ground 
to belicve that ſome general Know!edg of them 
was conveycd to the Minds of the Faithful,in the 
time of this Type, and by means thereof: And:this 
will inform us how Noah became an Heir of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith by building the Ark, and 
entring thereinto: Heb. 11.7, ſecing there was 
not only a Proof of his Obcdicnce herein, where- 
by the Truth of his Faith was manifeſted , but 
morcover his Faith did reach, and in ſome Degree 
apprehend, the Myltical uſe of the Ark which he 
was building 3 and while his hands were bufied 
in the external Work thereof, and his Life ſecured 
by his abode in it, his Faith was exerciſed about 
that ſpiritual and cternal Salvation, that was 
ſhadowed and typically repreſented by it, 


F. 6, Upon rhe entrance of Nob into the Ark, 
and alſoat his coming out thence, we tind mention 
made of God's eftabliſhing bis Covenant with bim ; 
ſee Gen. 6, 18, & chap. 9. 11. And this is the'firſt 
Place and Occafion of the explicice mention of a 
Covenant in the Scripturcs3 and theretore we are 
the more obliged to a ſcrious inquiry after the 
eruc Nature, and import of this Covenant 3 ſome 
Obſervations upon it we ſhall collect, according 
25 things arc preſented in. the order of their Nar- 
ration by Moſes 3 only let this be premiſed 5-—_ 
| | That 


's 


— 


JF 0a 5 COUERan aP-3. 


Chap. 3: with.Noak: 57 
That: tho* God's ; eſtabliſhing of. a Covenant 
with. Noab, be mentioned: at two diſtant times, 
in the Texts before referr'd. to, yet they are riot 
two different.Covenants that are ſo mentioned, 
but in ſubſtance one and the ſame Covenant, the\ 
Benetits.whereof are firlt more generally, and af: 
eerwards more particularly expreſt. | 77 
In Gen..6.,18, God thus ſpeaks unto Noah 5 
« But with thee will I eſtabliſh my Covenant, and 
© thow ſhalt come into-the Ark, .&c. God's. making 

of a Covenant, is the Bftabliſhment thereof, be- 
cauſe his Promiſe is a: full; and ſufficient; Aﬀus 
rance, that. he will perform tq the end, what is 
cngaged for therein : The Benefit immediately 
promiſed, is, the Preſervation of Noab, iand all 
that were with him in the Ark 3 and; the Reſti- 
pulation required of him, was, A believing Keſig- 
nation of himſelf to Cod, in an obedient ufe of 
thoſe Means of ſatety which he had ordained. 

This at firſt view fcems to import no moxe 
than an outward and temporal Favour 3 but if 
diligently looked into, we {hall diſcern a great 
deal more in itz for, .- 

I. In this: Benefit of Noab's Covenant there 
was not- only a.temporal Salvation ſecured to him, 
and his Houſe, but moreover. his eternal Saluation, 
yeay the Salvation of the-whole Church was inclu- 
ded therein, and did wholly depend thereupon 
ſceing, the promiſed Seed which ſhould break the 
Serpent's Head was not. yet brought forth,z and 


therefore jf all Mankind had been "ew dctiraged, 
tha 
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that firſt and greet Promiſe ( which was a Revela. þf t; 
tion of the Sum of the Covenant of Redemption) Þ| 
had failed, and ſo the: whole Covenant unto# 5; 
which it did belong, chad been evacuated, and# 
made of none effet : And with reſped to thisf q 
alſo.as well as the Certainty of it in it ſelf,the Pro- | 
miſe here given to Noh in a foederal way, is aptly 1c 
faid to be an eftabliſhing of God's Covenant with | + 
Noah, ſeeing this Covenant was made with him # j5 
purſuant of that gracious Deſign of Man's Re- ! 4 
demption before revealed, which as it was never } Þ, 
ſuſpended upon the Worehineſs of Man, ſo God 6 
by Covenant aſſures Noah, . its Accbrpliſkrment m 
ſhould never be prevented by his Wickedneſs. 

2, Add to this the typical Reſpect of the 4] y 
and you will difccrn that under this Covenant 
was implyed, and darkly ſhadowed, the Cove-| C 
nant of eternal Salvation by Chriſt; even as thes | in 
Promiſe of the heavenly Inheritance unto Bclie-|* 
vers, was afterwards couched in the Promiſe of 
Canaan to Abraham and his Seed. 


S. 7. What paſt after Nath was come out of 
the Ark, you have recorded in Ger, 8, from v. 20, oþ 
z0 the end of the Chaptcr, and in Chap. g. In which, E, 
—_ you may obſerve 3 

» That before any farther Tranſaction of God, n 

with Noah, there was a Sacrifice offered unto thel 6, 
Lord by him, in which rhe Lord felled a fiven? 
S avorr, or, 2 ſavor of Reft, Gen.8.21; This Phraſe] ;1 
of fraelling* a ſweet Savor, fignities' the Accep-J 
tance | 


- 3:0 Chap. 3. _ with Noah. 59 
ela-Ff tance of his Offering 3 ard this Savour did ariſe 
on) from the typical reipe& of this Offering to the 
ntoF Sacrifice cf Chriſt ( Confer Eph. 5. 2.) and the 
and} Faith of him that facriticed; which was thro? it 
thisf dire&ed to the ſame Objet : And this is to in- 
Tro-F form us, That all which fol- : 
ptly | lows, was tranſacted in the _ * Chriſt's Media- 
Pith 1 * Intereti of this Sacrhice, and wages _ — 
him | 1s {ome way to be referred fo Forbearance towandts 
Re- ] the ends thereof. From this the World 
VET | Paſſage you may look back to 
30d } Gen. 5.29. and you will find the reaſon of La- 
1ent } mech's giving the name of 

7 * Noah to his Son explained * An4hecaledbus 
{rk | | thereby. So ſay- 
ant? 2, The Bleſtings of Noab's 787 us, wg DE" ol 
WE» | Covenant, are tirlt conceived 
they in a gracious Purpoſe of God's -Heart 3 4nd the 
elie*}! Lord faid inhis Heart, 1 will not again curſe, 6c, 
and are afterwards put into the . Promiſes of the 
Covenant wherein God ingagerh himſelt to be- 
ſtow them 3 chap.9.$, 9, &c. And this is reckon» 
| ed cquivalent to'an Oath, Iſa. 54.g. I bave ſworn 
- 20) that the Waters of Noah ſhould no more go over the 
hich? Earth. | 
1 3. The particular Benefits .and Blcilings given 
God? to Mankind by this Covenant, were, 1. Frait- 
> the! fulneſs for the repleniſhing of the Earth. 2. Do 
fweet\ minon over the Creatures, and the free ufe of 
aſe} them for Food. 3. Aſſurance that the Judgment 
c&P-J which they: had now eſcaped ſhould not be re- 

_ | h peated 3 
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| '. p Cc 
peated;, notwithſtanding that after-Generations | ,,. 
were like to. prove, as wicked as thoſe that had F 


gone before them, ſceing the ſame, Root and 
Spring of Corruption remained. in them, Gem, | ,, 
8.21. And the Rainbow was appointed to be 
the wiſible Sign and Token of this Covenant : | > 
Gen. 9. 12 ——17. . 

Theſe things I thall content my ſelf to have thus F 
briefly pointed at 3 and farther we have to Note, | | | 

1. That the Diſpenſation. of Goodneſs, and ' 
Forbearance which the World was ſet under by lb 


the firſt Promiſe, was now ratihed by a ſolemn f 
Covenant wherein alſo was enſured the Succe(: | + 
five Generation of Mankind for the P;odudtion of * 
vo. this ho nero + co ry as 
Y Rd hn erſonally, ang collectively con- | 
, OEM ſidered: And this — Ga | 
Wo raiſed the Faith of the Church |} W 
one Degree higher than it had before attained | 
tO, & # 
2. This Covenant had alſo its Myſtical Uſe 
to the Faithful, as ſhadowing the Covenant of 
Grace by Chrittz and the Ratihcation thereof in ! 
the Blood of his Sacrifice, by which we are ſaved | 
trom the Curſe, and reſtored to a ſandtihed | 
Right in Crcature-Comtorts, and the Hope of ff & 
eternal Lite: And the Soveraignty of God's Good- | py 
neſs, with the 4bſolateneſs of his Promiſe in this ? 
Covenant, arc inftanced as a fingular Incourage- ? d, 
ment to the Faith of the Church in reference to |: 
the Promile of that Grace that reigns in the New | ſe 
| | Cove- 


[ 


he 


ap. 3. m1 INOAD:.. | . 
Covenant : Iſ2.54-9. And the Token of this Co- 
NS ff venant, is made the Emblem of the Stedfaſineſs, 
1d f 2nd cternal' Memorial of the  , he pak 
.— | other * Rev. 4. 3. fo that in ,,,, 4, 75m, 
'R | the typical reſpe&t of this Co- notes God's regard 
bs venant, the Light of divine to Kis Coveanne in 
Grace, and Mercy, did dawn = ey - 
I upon the Church with ſome ayyinitration of 
7 more Clearneſs then former- Providence is bound - 
E, | i ly. ed by his Faithful. 
, "er 7 nels, | 
| 3. This Covenant is ſaid to 
by } be made with Noah, and his Sons, and their Seed 
after them, and that for perpetual Generations 3 the 
? Terms are parallel with thoſe we mect with in 
OE 2 the 17th Chapter in the Covenant made with A- 
43 7 brabam tor bis Seed in their Generations: And yet 
7 here two things are evident 
IC! 7, That remote Generations to the end of the 
{ World, are as much. concerned in this Covenant 
as their immediate Offspring with whom it was 
frlt made, and have equal Claim to the Bleſſings. 
of it with them, without any confideration had 
Pt 1 of their immediate Parents. And 
1N } 2, That altho' the Grace of the New-Cove- 
7 nant was myſtically held forth in this Covenant. 


_ # with Noah, which was thus ſiricken with him: 
Of for all his Pofterity, yet were not the Grace and 


h * 3 Bleſſings thereot- by this means intziled pon all 
as 7 Mankind; * They have all, in- 


E- i : a * The ſame may 
: \þ deed, _ nterck in that Co be ſatd of the Proms.” 
J ſes of xypical: Bleſſings to Abraham's carnal Seed, and 
«W, their /nereſ# in them, 

oh venant 
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venant that ſignified, and ſome ways includedfiit 
ſpiritual Bleſſings, but thoſe Bleſſings appertainJAn 
not to all that have the Signs of them, but re Bove: 
main the peculiar Right of thoſe that do by Faich}| Na 
receive ther, Who are born not of Bloods, nor of the an 
Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of | 


God. Joh. I. 13. Shi 

Int 
| $-8. In the following Part of this Hiftory {but 
Gen, 9. 25, &c. we may obſerve, to 


i. That the Curſe of Chans npon his Son 1 of 
Canaen, prepared the way to the Bleſſing of Shbem | Te 
m his Poſterity by Abraham; for by the Execugr- f|ceſſ 
on of this Curſe were the Canaanites afterwards i the 
ditinherited, and Trae planted in their room. Co 
And in this prophetick Curſe on Canaan, and the | ſia} 
"Bleſſing on Shem you may read, what is after. 1* 
noted by Moſes, Dext.32.8. It is alfo worthy of our | All 
Notice > That the Seat of Ifraet's Covenant by | Ge 
virtue of which they inherited the Land of Canaan, || He 
kept alive the Remembrance of Chatn's Wickedaefs, 
and was 4 perpetual warning to ther, nor to de- 
generate into his Steps: He was condemned to | the 
ſervitude for looking upon the Nakedneſs of his Fa- | to 
ther, and they. were circamciſed zn the foreskin of || Ge. 
their Fleſh. | in 

2. In the Blefling of Shem, fpecial Regard is 
had ro-the Meſſiah, whoſe bringing forth into the |} the 
Worid, was now limited to: the: Line of Shem 3 |! the 
and therefore in bis- Bleſſing'is the Spring of Fa- || Tor 
2h«t's Bleſling alſo. Shen is the fiſt! of whom |} th 
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it is expreſfly ſaid, that #he Lord was bis God: 
And by the Lord God of Shem Chriſt who is now © 
aver all, God bleſſed far ever, is intended; whoſe 
Name is here celebrated by Noab, as the only Hope 
[and Salvation of the Church. 

3. The Bleffing of Faphet in the Intereſt of 
Shews Bleſſing, doth not only fignitie his perſonal 
Intereſt in the Meſſizh who was to come of Shem, 
but alſo the calling of the Gentiles of his Poſterity, 
to be joynt Heirs with the Jews in the Bleffings 


1cf the New-Covenant 3 yea. his dwelling in the 


Tents of: Shem, doth intimate moreover the Sxc- 
ceſion of the Gentile Church unto the Church of 
the Jews, who were: to. be diſinherited of all 
Covenant-Intereſt for their rejecting of the Meſ- 
fiah : To that Paſſage, God ſhall * m5 

* perſwade Japhet, there is an | 

Alluſton to his. Name and the calling of che 
Gentile,Church is prophelied of in like. terms, 


Hoſe 2. 14, 15, 


F. 9- Some time after theſe things, viz. about 
the fourth Generation, we tind that according 
to the Blefling of God upon Noah and his. Sons 


| Gen. 9, 1. there was a very great Increaſe of Men 


in the Worldz and as they increaſed, they evi- 
dently drew. upon themſelves the ſame Charge 
that was laid upon the Old: World. viz. That 
the Imagination of their Heart mas evil. from ther 


| Touthz borinthe days of FPdleg ag, 5. 


there was. a. very. general Con» ; 
{pyacy, . 
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ſpiracy, and Rebellion againſt God, managed by 
the Children of Men at Babel; in purſunace df 
which they began to build a Tower there: Gen, 
11.1—5. And it is very-probable Nimrod that 
mighty Hunter was one chiet Doer in the Buſi- 
nels : ( for, A Defettion from the true Religion, and 
Tyrannous Oppreſſion, uſually go hand in hand ) But 
this their rebellious Enterprize was interrupted 
by the * Confuſion of Languages 
* This gave the that God brought upon them; 
_ ro the place. And hereupon the Hebrew 
abel ſignifying Cor- - ; 
fuſion, Tongue which before was uni- 
verſal, remained in its Purity 
only. with the Family of Heber ( from whom it 
alſo had its particulzr Denomination ) and fuch 
other of the Patriarchs and holy Men then living 
as had not joyned themſelves with theſe Workers 
ot Iniquity in their curſed Defign 3 And on this 
vccalion. Heber hath a fpecial Honour put upon 
him, as you may colle& from Gen. 10.21; where 
Shem is in a peculiar manner faid to be the Father 


of all the Children of Heber. And Abraham with | 


his Polterity the Heirs of Sbem's Bleſſing, are 
from him denuminated. Hebrews. 


S. ro. Now by this Confuſion of Languages 
the Children of Men fell under a greater Evil, than 
pollibly at the firft thought we may be aware ofz 
_ for it did not only fruſtrate their preſent Deſign, 
and alſo render the means of their civil Converfe 
difficult for the future, and the Attainment: of all 

Know- 
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Knowledg in things natural, full of Labour'and 
Trave}z ; but, which is far more, 

1, It was virtually a kind of Excommunication 
from the Church then in being, with whom che 
Hebrew Tongue reinained phat was from this time 
unintelligible to the greateſt - part of the World 
beſides 3. And, Wits | j 

- 2, In the after Diſpenſation of God towatds 
the Hebrews, this Diverlity of their Language from 
that of the refi of the World, was as the Addition 
of a zatural Fortification to that Wall of Separation, 
whereby the Nations were excluded from the Pri- 
viledges of the Church, and-left deſticute of that 
Blefing,(which of all other was-the greateſt Iſrael 
had, Rom, 3, 1, 2.) of the Oracles of God,” which 
were committed to them in the Hebrew Tongue: 
And therctore for many Ages they remained 
Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, Eph. 2. 12: 
living in the darkeſt Cloud of Ignorance and Ido- 
latry, and fo without Hope, and without God in the 
IVortd, And this difmat Effet of the preſent 


| Judgment, remained upon them generally, un- 


til the times of Reſtitution and Refreſhing, even un- 
til the laſt Days; wherein God would per{wade 
Fapbet; and bting him into the Tents of Shem: 
And then a Door was opened for the breaking 
up of Light to the Gentiles, by the Gift of Tongues 
at Jeruſatem, whereby the Apoſiles and Prophets 
of the New-Teſtament were enabled to preach 
the Goſpel to all Nations in their own Tongue 
and thus the Salvation ofiGod in Zion became a 

W _ Lighs 
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Light to the Gentiles, whoſe Darkneſs was origi« 
nally broyght upon them by the Confafion of 
Tongues at Babel. © 

3. Neither did the Judgment of God upon 
this Evil Gencration ſtop here, for their Days 
were alſo ſportned, and cut off in Anger for their 
vin, and that to the half of them: 'for you may 
ebſerve in the Genealogy. Ger. 11th, that as none 
which were born aftcr the Flood, attained to the 
Years of thoſe that lived before it, fo moſt mani- 
feltly the ordinary Age of Man was again ſhorten- 
ed from the time of this Defetion at Babel; in- 
fomuch that none of 'the Generations after Heber, 


attained to more than about balf the number of 
his Years. 
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Of the Covenant of Grace, as re- 


vealed to Abraham. 
CHAP. IV. 


(od puts a ſpecial Honour upon Abraham by 


his Covenant-TranſaGions with him. 4. 1. 
Abraham's Deſcent, and Contemporaries : 
his ſeeming Incapacity for that Covenant- 
Relation which God bronght him into. 4. 2, 
Abraham to be conſidered in a double ca- 
pacity; the Covenant not made with him as 
an ordinary believing Parent : The Method of 
the following Diſcourſe propoſed. F.3.The Co- 
venant of Grace revealed to Abraham : 
(741.3. v.6,7,8,9, & 16,17. propoſed. 5. 4. 
The time of this Covenant-Iranſaition ex- 
aFly noted : forte Inferences from thence. 
$. 5. The Sum of all ſpiritual Bleſſrgs in- 
cluded in it « Abraham made. the Father 
of the Faithful by it. $. 6. This Covenant 
confirmed of God in'Chriſt : Gal.3:16,17, 
farther opened; why Abraham and David 
fo particularly na med. in the Genealogy of 
Chriſt, $. 7. Abraham 4 Root 'of Cove- 
naut-Bleſſings, and common Parent to Be- 

= levers © 
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 lievers : why  Paradiſe- called Abraham's 
Boſom, F. 8. An eternal Settlement -of \the 

© way of Salvation by Faith in Chriſt, in this 
Covenant $. 9." The: Promiſe of this Covc- 


nant given to Abraham twenty frue years | 


before the Covenant of Circumciſion : no 


outward Sign added, nor Ordinances of 
Worſhip peculiar to it, till Chriſt s time : | 


the Seed, as well as"the Bleſſing, promiſed ; 
their Intereſt in the promiſed Bleſſing com- 
pleat and full: the' Reaſon of this ;, and s 
miſtake removed : the Claim of Believers 
in the Tatereſt of Abraham's Seed, and not 
as Coordinate with him. F. 10. 


C1, {HE .next ſignal Advance that was made 


of-the Diſcovery... of God's Grace to 
Men,,. wasiu, Abrabam's tinge, and by the Federal 
Tranſatiohs of God with him, whereby he was 
brought, into ſuch a Relation "to God, and the 
whole Chutch, as was: jn ſome reſpects peculiar 
to himſelf,' and never. was the Lot of any other 


of the Children of Men. either' before or fince his | 


time 5! in. 'xc{pe&t of which Abraham may be con- 
fidered 38: a: Type of Chriſt, who is .crminently 
tbe Head. and Prince of the. new Covenant 3 And 
beeguſe of that ſpecial Grace and Fayour that, the 
Lord beftowed vpon him,if his Tranſations with 
Him," is" Me"ſiyled The” Friem COT Pre 
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Covenant is (aid to be Mercy to Abraham;and:Fruth: 
to Jacob 3 Mac. 7. wlt., intimating the; beginning-of 
it to be with Abraham. which was of meer Grace. 
and Mercy, tho*.-when. once, made with him, the: 
Truth and Fiithfulneſs of God was ingaged tq 


| make it good. to the ſucceeding Hejrs thereot.; 1 not' 


but that the Covenant of Grace as made'with-4- 
braham was. the ſame for  Subliance, that had been: 
more. darkly revealed. in+ the Ages before, but-it: 
pleaſed God to tranſa&_'it with him,'as he: had: 
not done with any betgpxe him. It may'be noted 
alſo that Abrabams is-the firſt Man in-the World 
unto wham, God is; faid to have appeared gr been 


Py N 


ſeen, Act. 7. 2. with Gen, 12. 


$. 2+ This. Abraham. was of the Poſterity of 


] Shem, deſcended from him in the Tenth Generation, 


and choſen of God from amongtt all his rturerous. 
Off:pring to be in an eſpecial manner the Heir 
of b5 Bleſſing: Gen. 11« on are we ,not., ta: 
imagine that Abraham and his Family, werg the 
only People that God had in the World in his Nays 4 
for althv* there, was. then a very great Defection; 
of the, World from -God.and his true: Worſhip, 
yet was it not xniverſal.,asjin Noab's time 3 but 
there were many alive zhat. did truly fear God, 
and were accepted with:him; betides Abraham and 
thoſe jmmediately: depending, 0n him. for even. 
Shem lived till Abraham was 150 years'old,z and 
Arphaxal lived ill he was $8, which was 1.3 years 
aftcx.. that Covenant: was. confirmed with him, 
BEE F 37 menti- 


196: 
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mentioned "Gen. 12. Salah lived until Abraham 
was 11$ years of Ape, which- was about 19 years 
after the Covenant of Circumciſion was given to 
him ; And: Heber lived after his Death, even until 
Facob was about 19 yeats'old ( for he was the 
longeſt Liver of all that were born after ' the 


Flood ) And there is ne doubt but theſe Patriarche ! 
with their Houſes, and others joyning with them, 
and under their Conduct, did worſhip and ſerve | 


the true God 3 yet it pleaſed the Lord to fingle 
out Abraham, call him to his Foot” cine 
him an Head of all future Covenants with Men; 
And this, notwithſtanding ſuch a Bar lay in 


his way at the time of his calling, as' tb his - 


entering into any ſuch Relation, as was 


impoſſible to have been removed, but by Omni- j 


potent Grace and Power; And that both upon a 
Moral and Phyſical Account. IE. 

I. Upon a Moral Account: Abraham was not 
a Perſon eminent fox Holineſs and Religion 3 
when God called him to inherit Shem's Bleiſing, 


he was not better or more deſerving then any 'of | 


the reſt 'of his Pofterity, but was ſwiming 
down the Stream of a wicked World, being 'de- 
generated from the Religion. and Piety of his 
Anceſtors, unto falſe Worſhip and TdoJatry 3 


3 


Foſh. 24. 2, 3- And therefore it is not without 
xeaſon 'that the Prophet Ezekiel, chap. 16. 3. | 


ppbraids the People of Tſrael with this, that their | 


Father twas an Amorite, and their Mother an Hirine, 
not properly but metaphorically {a called, becauſt 
E7 even 


my 
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even they had been involved in the Guilt: of like 
Apoſtacy trom God as theſe Nations, before 
the Lord graciouſly called them out- of it. 

2, Upon a natural Account 3 For Saraithe Wite 
of Abraham:iwas barren, and noted to be fo betore 
God called him, Gen..11. 30. And'yet the Ble(- 
ſing of Shem muſt have been: lofi, the hope of 
the Church periſhed, and all Covenant-Tranſacti- 
ons with Abraham proved of none Effet, if he 
had not. had'iSeed; torafmuch as by virtue of 
God's Covenant' to be eſtabliſhed with him, the 
Meſiizb ( as concerning; the Fleſh ) was to-tonie 
of him3 And yer all chis was no Impetimentr, 
or Obſtruction in his way, who quickeneth the dead, 
and calleth the things that 4 are not as tho" that were. 
Rom. 4. 


S. 3. There is one thing move to be peoniccol 
to the Contideration of God's Covenant-Tranſ- - 
actions with Abrabam in particular, -which 'we 
have moſt »clearly ltated: WE the New: Tetta- 
ment, viz, 

That- with reſpect. to ther Abraham is to be 
conſidered. in a' double Capacity, both as the-F:- 
ther of all true Believers, and as the Father and 
Root of the Iſzaelitiſþ Nation,” and for both thc(c 
Seeds God did enter into Covenant with him, 
howbeit theſe Seeds being formally dillinguitht 
the one from the other, their Covenant-Incerett 
mult of neceſſity be diverſe, and fall under a 
diſin@ Conkideration 5: and: the Bleſſings appro- 

F + priate 
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priate to either, muſt be conveyed in'a way ay: 


greable to their peculiar and reſpeCtive Covenants 
Intereſt 3 And theſe things may not he confound- 
ed without a maniteſt Hazard of the moſt impor- 
tant Articles in the Chritiian Religion 3. And yet 
ſach is the mutzal reſpect of all God's Covenant- 
Tranſactions with:Abrahars, and ſuch was to be 
his Diſpenſation towards the Church: for ſome 
Ages. following, as did requixe a preſert Intermix- 
ture of the Promiſes, and an involving of ſpiritual 
Bleflings in the ſhade of temporal, and of a fpiri- 
tual Seed in a natural. This I ſuppoſe is more 
evident then to-admit a Denyal 3 and other Re- 
lation of Abraham in the Covenants made with 
him the Scripture ſpeaks not ofz neither can we 
prove thereby, That any of the Covenants given 
to him, were tranſacted with him ſimply under 
the Notion, or in- the Relation of,, an ordinary 
believing Parent, or Hea@ of a particular Houſhold. 

&nd therefore for the better underfianding of 
theſe things. it is necefary that- with-due Actenti- 
on both to the Hiſtory of the Old Teftament, & the. 
Lig! of the New, we humbly enquire concerning, 


1. The Coyenant of Grace as made; with 4» | 


brahams 


xal Offspring 3 And 


3. Their mutual Reſpe&, and Depeb Jenntons: | 


upon the other, 


| $4. To begin with.che faſt ; That God-did. | 


reve] 


2. Thc Coyenant nude with hinifor: his natus 


rorA3> 4+ 
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reveal the Covenant of Grace to Abrahain, as 
alſo the general nature of that Coveriant and ' 
the Seed concerned in it, we have plainly dela 
red in that Account which the Holy Ghoſt pives 
of it, in Gal.3.6,7,8;9, & 16,17, Veſers 4; Which | 
I ſhall here tranſcribe at large 4 $ 8.3 - 


Verſ. 6. Even as Abraham believed God: and it 
w4s accounted to him for Righteouſneſ7, 
7. Know ye therefore that they which are: of Paith 


| the ſame are the Children 'of Abraham. - 


8. And the Scripture foreſeeing that God: wind k 
juſtifie the Heathen thro* 'Faith, preached before” the 
Goſpel unto Abraham 'C laying ) In thee Hoall all 


Nations be bleſſed. 


9. So then they which be of Faith, are bliſed wit h 


| faithful Abraham. 


16, \Now to Abraham and bis Seed: were the Pro- 
miſes made : be ſaith not, "And to Seeds,"as of many z 
but as of one, and t0 thy-Seed, which is Chrift, 9 

I7. And: this 1 ſay, that the Coveyam that was 
confirm'd before of Gad in 'Chrift, the Law which was 
four bundred and thirty years, after cannot diſannul, 


2 that it ſhould make the Promiſe of nane effef, + + 


Theſe Words contain the whole of :what I in» 


Y tend in this Diſcourte3 the Sum of which, 25 to 
3 my preſent Purpoſe, : I ſhall briefly collec in I forme 
2 Obſervations upon them, vn 


$. 5. Firſt, That the' Goſpel v was ccdched to 
Airghan and the Covenant of Grace reyealed to 


8/217 "LIY. is ace, 


Chap. 4; 


him, we, have aſſerted in ſuch full Terms in this 
Context. as none can rationally doubt. thereof; 
and mogrgover in ver, 17, we have the Time of God's: 
eftabliſhing this Covenapt, with him exa@tly no- 
ted; | It was (faith the Text ) 430 years before. 
the giving of the Law ; Gal; 3,17. ( viz. on Mount! 
Sinai ) Now the Law was given in a very little * 
time after the, Children, of: 1a came out of E= * 
gypt: And from the giving of.the' firſt Promiſe to + 
Abraham, which we have' recorded Gen, 12: 2, 3. 
unto that very Night in: -which the Children of: |; 
Fſrael were brought out of their Egyptian Bondage, 
is the Computation of 'theſt: Years. made, as 
will :be” eyident to him "that ſhall diligently: 
compare the Chronology of thoſe 'times with'the 
expreſs Teliimony of Moſes, 'Exod: 12. 41; 4nd | 
it came to paſs at the end of the 430 years; even the | 
ſelf ſame day:it-oame to paſs that all the Hoſts of the | 
Lord went au from the Land of Egypt. . Fzonn the 
time of the fult. Pxomiſe tothe end of 1ſrrel's for 
Journing. in-Egypt was 430 years,tho* their Abade 
in Egypt was yot ncar {0.long. And from hence 
we called, 1 on 
1, That in.the Tranfadtion of God with Abra- 
bars,i recoxded Gen. 12. the did ſolemnly corititm | 
his: Cavenant with himi\ altho' Moſer makes :not | 
expre(s.mention af the' Term Covenant until anos | 
ther occaſion be offered: Gen.:15, 18.) For. 'tho | 
Promiſe there mentioned, the Apoſile aſſerts to | 
be the Covenant. coufirnied of: Gad in Chrift unto: A+ | 
brobems:: 1 {15 30645000 0 ig aan 
«id 2. The 
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* 2. The Mercy of IſraPs Redemption out of 
Egypt was in fome reſpect to be referred to this 
Covenant as the Spring thereof ( the? it was not 
immediately and in its own nature a New Cove- 
nant-Bleſfing to alt that did partake in it ) And 
all the dealings of God with them as a fele& and 
peculiar People in Covenant with himſelf, were 
in Szbſerviency ta the great Ends of this Covenane 


| with Abraham; and therefore none of them may 


be interpreted 'ta the Prejudice or diſannulling of 
unto Abraham: , ..' od $2 

3. By the Computation of Mofer, Exod. 2. it 
appears, That the Promiſe, we are Loves 
was given to' Abraham on the 15th day of che 


} thoſe Promiſes in; which the Goſpel was preached 


| Month Abib (le firſt Month according to'the 
| religious Accotunt of the Jews ) on which day 


Iſrael a Typical Chiirch, qbtained a Typical Re-' 
demption, in'the Tytereft of, a Typical Paſfaver 3 


- %« 


And on that ſatne day Chriſt our true Paſſover 
was ſacrificed for us upon the YA 
Croſs, _— m__ Re- _ The Corengare 
demption, and by confirming ,v7ace 35 to be con- 
the Covenant 'of Grace with —_ —— 


J his own Blood, paſſed all the Coof. Hes. 7. 2+ 


Promiſes thereof iftito * an wn- withChap. g. 16.” 


8 alterable Teſtament, ” x ; 


$. 6. Secondly,' The Sym and Subſtance of aff 
ſpiritual and eternal Bleflings was included” in 
the Covenant and . Promiſe given unto Abraham 


Gen. 


76 Ofihe Covenant of Grace, Chap. 4 


' Gen12, Inthcſe words: I will bleſs thee,and thou 
' Jhalt be a Bleſſing; The Grace and Bleſſings of the 
'  New-Covenant were given and enſured unto; A+, 
brabam for himſelf, and moreover this Honowy. 
was conferred on him, That he ſhould be an Head 
of Covenant-Bleflings, as the Father of all true 
Believers No leſs is intended in thoſe words, thou. 
ſbalt be a Bleſſing; They ſuppoſe indeed that He 
thould he bl:fed, but the Promiſe terminates not. 
in biwſelf,but alſo.conveys Bleſſedzeſs.to many others | 


« Ap4S.. 


thro? a Relation to him as his. Children z which. | 
is yet more fully expreſt in that which follows ; 
In thee ſhall all Natians be bleſſed This general 
Promiſe intends not, that every individual. Per-_ # 
{on in every Nation ſhould at any. time be bleſſed” 
in- Abraham 3 but that his Blciling ſhould why: 

confined to any one Nation excluding others, and 
that all in every, Nation that were bleſſed, ſhould 
be ſo by virtue of the Covenant now made with 
Abraham, and in a Relatiqn to him as their Fatber ; 
This was the Goſpel preached unto Abrabam; and | rx 
a Promiſe of. the Fuſtification of the Heathen thro\, | t 


W ft, ww - 6&6 , 3 &o fn <Q & mW: te. .. 
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Faith: Gal. 3. 8: and in the Intereſt of this Bleſs, I #: 
ſing of Abraham they receive the Promiſe of the Spis | v 

| rit as being his Seed ver. 14.,, And; this Promiſe, I r 
© ofa believing Seed which ſhould! with himſelf ins | 7 
' herit the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace, was 8 t 
farther confirmed unto Abraham a conſiderable J t 
time after this 3 (Gen, 15+ compared with Rom, 44 | & 

3. 18, 2/4 RE 2 : : 7 AY os 
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$. 7. Thirdly; This Covenant was made with 
Abraham in and thro? Feſis Chriſt ; It is not- 4+ 
braham but Chrift that is the firſt Head thereof 3 
in and by him all the Promiſes of it are ratified, 
as he was the Swrety' of the Covenant i Heb: 7% 22, 
and in him they are all Tea and Amen, 2,Cor. i. 
From whom all the"Grace of the Covenant is des 
rived upon poor Sinners thro* Faith.in his Name, 
This the Apoſtle aſſerts moſt clearly, Gal. 3. 151, 


* and argues it from the Form of the Promiſes as 
| made unto Abraham ver. 16. Unto ' Abraham and 


his Seed were the Promiſes made 3 he ſaith not wnto 
Seeds, as of many 3 but as of one, and to'thy Seed, 


| which # Chriſt. 


The Scope of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe will teach 


! us that thoſe Promiſes are meant which. relate to 


the Juſtification and Salvation of poor Sinners3 


! even ſuch as include that Grace by which the 


Gentiles are called to inherit cternal'Life 3 ſome 
do principally refer this to Gen. 17,7, and it will 
readily be granted. -that ſome of thoſe -Promiſes 
that zltimately reſpec the ſpiritual' Seed and ſpiri- 
tual Bleſſings, are ſometimes given to Abraham 
under the Covert of thoſe Terms that have an im- 


3 mediate reſpe& unto his natural Seed and temporal 


Bleſſings as made Types of the'otherz| and when 
they are ſo, the Promiſe: ti} .xuns: t9/ bis. Feed}! in 
the fingular Numberz which the:-holy Ghoſt may 
here teach us tobe on ſet purpoſe to gather up our 
Thoughts to'Ohriſt alone, as the Spring. and Root 
of Abrabam's Bleſing, When: we conlide the anjſti= 
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eal-amport of fiich Promiſes. _ But this being al- 
lowed, That: the Apoſile hath the form of chat 
Promiſe in his Eye, we cannot from thence conp 
clude that the Promiſe is made to Abraham's Seed 
both” natural and myſtical in one, and the fame 
Tenour 5 but-only thus mach will fairly toHow | 
upon it, That the Apolile argues: from the cars | 
nal Seed as typical, to the ſpiritual Seed as typir 1 
fied thereby and © arguing makes ſpecial Ulc of | 
the Terms in which the Promiſe is made, as pur- | 
polely fitted. to its typical reſpec or myliical lence; ! 
So is the Prohibition of breaking a Bone ot the | 
Paſchal Lamb, which was « Type of Chriti, ap- 
plyed by Fobn to Chriſt himſelt who was :ypificd | 
thereby ; Fob. 19.36. with Exbd;.1 2. 46. 

Howbcit (1 corpceive ) the Apolile hath here | 
adiredt and- = Eye to that Promiſe Gen. 2, 
08, *. Inithy Seed. ſhall all the | 
Families of the Earth be bleſſed x | 
which runs :dire&tly parallel F 
both in Terms and Sence with 
the Promiſe given to Abrahow 
Gen. 12, 3. which'was b:tore | 

£ pleaded by him: Gel. 3: 8, | 
This Promiſe was given forth in 'the Repetition } 
and Confrmation of the Covenant before made | 
with-him, upon the occalion of Abreham's having | 
offered up Iſaac, whereby the Death and Sacris ] 
fice of Chriſt Felus was in a moſk lively manner | 
prefigured 3. And :clearly holds forth thus much, 
he 3 all:Nations ſhould be bleſſed in @ rcl- 
tion 


* This Promiſe is 
particularly cited by 
Perer,asa fummary' 
of the Covenant 'of 
Grace . made With. 
Abraham ; A, 3. 
25s 


Chap. 4 a revealed to Abraham. 7g 
tion to' Abraham as his Children, 1o'that*Bleffing 
ſhould be derived upon theth thro? nteref# inChrijt 
his proiniſed Seed, and by the Efficacy-of his 
Mediation in the Intereſt of that Sacrifice and Offe- 
ring of a ſweet ſmelling Savonr, Eph5:+. that in 


9 F che fulneſs of time" he ſhould make” unto" God, 


And if it be objected, that the Promile there is 


I made of or concerning Abrahams Seed, arid riots 


I his Seed 3 let ir be'minded that all the Promiſes 
'] made of this Seed ('vis, Chriſt ) in one refped, 


* ] may be ſaid to be made tos this Seed in anockier, 


| bccauſe they are originally eſtabliſhied in the'evers 
| laſting Covenant of. Redemption | 
# that was between 'the Father 
and him. OOTY | 
 * Some do interpret this Text in Gat. of Chrift 
myſtical, becauſe of the order of the Words, The 
Promiſe is made firft unto Abrabam, then' urito His 


* S:e Strong of the 
Corenant' p, 126., 


| Seed3 therefore ( ay they ) it is llich a Sced'2s 


comes to have Right in'the Prpmile 3, Secondly; ro 
Abraham and as his, Children z And alfo becauſe 
the Apoſtles Scope'ls to ptove that' the Gentiles 
J arc jultified ' by Faith, as Abraham was. But 1 
# ſhould rather apply them to Chriſt as 'perfonally 
q confidered 3 For the Seed to whom the Promiſe 1s 

made, 1s the; fame in whons all the Nations of the 


ng if Exrth aie Blifed, Gen:22. 18. Now althe? as all 


2 Belicvers bethg the Sced of Abrabam, are bieffcd 
Z with Eichf Abraham, yet are they not that Seed 
i whom all” Nations tc bleſſed: but 'tbe, Ndrivne 
Who *are Btelfed” in this 'Setd : 'Atd Ih the vey 
anexs 


next Verſe the Covenant js ſaid to be eſtabliſhek 
of God tis. Xei50v in or wnto_ Chriſt, who. is the 
ſame Seed ſpoken of in the preceding Verſe ; Now, 
the. Covenant is confirmed in Chriſt perſonal, 
not in Chriſt myſtical 3. hence Pareus concludes 
it is to. be. underliood_ individue de uno Chriſto, ex 


quo emnis fpiritualis Benediftio in fideles diffliit, But | 
this alſo is to. be obſerved, That Chriſt is given : 
for a Covenant of the People, fa. 42. 6. and theres |! 
fore the Covenant is eſtabliſhed in him, and with | 
him for all Believers, who by Union with him, | 


become that One Seed of Abraham unto whom 
the Bleſſing of his Covenant doth belong. And fo 


in this ſence it as ſirongly concludes for Jultitica= | 
tion only' by Faith in Chriſt, as in the other, 
And for the order pf .the Words, it necd not Þ 
ſeem ſtrange that Abraham is firlt meutioned, and |! 

R his Seed 3..for beſides that of the Pros | 
miſes chiefly intended, the fixlt faith in thee, and | 


then Chri 


that given afterwards, in thy Seed ſpall all Na- 
tions be bleſſed ( which is the order the Apolile 
obſerves. ) This is alſo to be conſidered, That 


Abraham waz really the Father of Chrift according | 
to the F leſh, and by Covenant appointed ſo fo he | 


as was David alſo and yet Chriſt is not only t e | 


Offepring, but alſo.the Root both of Abraham. and | 


David And altho* the Mexcies of the Covenant, 
-axe called the ſiere Mercies of David, becauſe of the 
.Cavenant which God made with him yet are| 
"they all originally from Chriſt in onexelped, « tho'| 
mediately by Chuiſt in another, as they flow from 
0 g 
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a Covenant firſt made with/David, which was to 
be after ratified and fulfiled in Chriſt the Son © 
David' * And perhaps it is:up-  _ 190238 
on the account of the Cove- , D&or uns mA 
: mt Filius dicitur 
nants made with Abrahemand - (4,;4u Abrahz & 
David concerning this Matter, David, quoneam i## 
that in Mat. 1.1.they are fo pe- /4p1%6x ac diſertohs, 


p PF - 
ap. #- #8 FeUeAER 0 RDTGaOGa, 


'] culiarlymentioned in the Gene- 757 4/071 off pre- 


alogy of Chrilt as recorded by. fas, JT! 


that Evangeliſt. 


FS. $. Fourthly, This Covenant was/made with 
Abraham as a Root of Covenant-Bleſſings, and 
common Parent unto all; tnie. Believers :' Indeed 
Abraham himſelf obtained the Grace' of this Co- 


r © venant by Chriſt his Sged, ;and ſo:came- into it at 


| the ſecond hand with reſpe@to the Son. of God 
; who is the. Prince of the Govenpnt but with reſpe&t 
| untous,, The Covenant was: firli given unto A- 


brabam; and we are brought into \it in the: Inte- 
reſt of Relation ta him, as:Chikdren, which alſo is 
by Faith.in Jcſas/Chrili'; This fpecial Honour did 
God put: upon; Ahrabam tby:the manner of his: en- 
tring, into; Covenant, -with-him, thatxthenceforth 
no Pcopple, ſhould be taken into; Crvmmant with 


| himſelf but as bis Seede,; This is cvident:as to I/- 


rael afyer.; the Firſt in;the Old Teftament, :that 

their: Cavenant+laterpſt yas derived from 810» 

bam > agd, it: appears 95: pininly concerning) the 

{pirizual $eed;and Ira of food, in the NowrTeſta- 

ent; 4hak. dbroh an; ag adacr gen 
\ 
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all, tg Rldercrs af\bleſ@d in himy' as his Seed 
Gal.3;: $$: 29.7 with-(Gvin' 12, 47 fort By tha 
Promiſe in Geneſis, brat was A lit and 
conafrureq'st God thee Þ arber of 2he Faithful, as 
ittY\ Begn b fore touched3" And heifce it fs: that 
their. Exaition of Paradift is catted” s: »refting n 
Abrabon's Bofom, Ia,"26." becauſt- as they hav! 
their\E1 trtince into avSuure'sf' Grave, iſo vhey a 
alſs brought irito thedinpdom of Glory; hf 1riade 
to poſſeis Heaven, as his Children, **They * 7 fup 
alſo {aid to fit down with PORTING in the js | "Ch 
of leavin: Mar: $; ponds JO) Gl LOOT? Ws FN 
AG e2guiits 1-565 7:3.) to to GG kf! "1 
- Sg] Eifihly, The laſt thing 1 ſhalt mot is; This 
cternal:\Settlemeint of the:way of Sutvatioh accors! 
dingto: the:/Fenour'iof. this Corenathe} which is) 
byHab im Chriſt :oPhisi1s @ Covenant chav con-l 
veys thaiGrace of: Life: to) poor Sinrier#by ui fret 
and gracious Promiſes &vhich admits of no'other 
Refifueletion. in: order t0.Kovenant-Ifntereſt butt Be- 
licuts 3' Iris of 'Falth:bectuſe it is of Graces? Rom, 
4-it16..Ant this way\& the :orly: way-dP Eife; 
ny" _ yomdryed ſpiritual and'eterna 
iri1G 'fourided in the' tterna 
Decacet and: Counſe! of 'God*s Love and Grace 
which isnow wverled: into Abrabamt;- and there 
is duc are8aed, which is of triie Belicvers ity Union 
withÞChuift} Cyan Pemegmotnn& wo pp | 
Eoveganry and the! Gtace giveii' therel id 
thupis +eF/ay oftheir Juflifieation”a 
tance cc witty God Merrninnlsi xt by a cer De 


- ſcent £ 


: #4 Chap:'4 ar ro2yatked to Abraham. 


ſcent: from: Abrabam, :or any external Priviledg ap+ 
'y pengent hereunto, but by a walking in the Foat- 
uy fieps of Abraham's Faith, Rom. 4.13. who .is 
3 made the 'Exemphr: of : Juſtihcation unto al} in 
7 future-Ages, for whoſe perpetual Infiruction this 
"7 is xtcord dz That: he believed God, and it was ac« 
7 counted 20: him: for Righteouſneſs. The Tenour 
arty therefora of 'the Promite now given unto: Hbraham 
ary could ?never be altered, nov any ways evacrated; os 
Mey? fuperteded! by any: future Diſpenſation that 'the 
7 Church 'was broughtunder 3 but whatfocyer Law 
., $ on. Covenunt ' wak (abterwards given unto them, 
I mattof neceſſity lye in'an order of Subſeratency 
7 unto it; and: be directed towards the uiheoring in 
Ore? of:ther Perfection 'ofi that- Difpcnfation of Grace 
5 which ds 'unalterably 'Hxed chereby Gale 3. 17, 
y krwas the gvertaſting Goſpetichat was now preached 
wito; Abrubem,; which' was: afterwards 'to- break 
1 forth wich the fall Gtory and .Lufire: to; the 
9e-Y days of the Meſſizb,' when: the Lord performed his 
MN" Mercy to Abraham, and remembered: his "_ Cave- 
3 418: Luk, r. 72, _ | 
a diy | | 52 
| NN $041! ſhall -now' loſs this Chapter with 
ces Grd Covolivies deeuced. from tbe things aleeddy 
CIEY cidaretty; cand” therpptocectt in the Method before 
' propobmdecd:: Ws Ly 
ny 204dThis Covenatt wſeTieacs nb A R- have 
_y baen :pekingj-anÞ which the Holy Ghoſft-in'the 
PI Niw-THaticnt hathiforpmarkablyipointed out 
” OB ifs, whetoby- 4brohaninhs made.the Father of 
ent cloid ve G 2 the 
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the Faithful, and all Believers according; to-it were 
to be conlidered as a Seed that God: would (give 
to him, was confirmed 'and ratified by 'a fare 
Promiſe unto Abrabam a conſiderable timie bifora 
the Covenant of Circumciſion was given to hifny:vizi 
about twenty five Tears before\it 3 and” had then _ 
no outward Sign or Sea} annexed:thereto þ-Aand 
indeed that which hath been of late affirmed. Thas 
the Covenant of Grace always had an outward Sign ov 
Seal added to it, is ſo wide a Miſtake, thatan-the 
contrary it may be affirmed, : That akh&/r- this 
_— of its Grace did reach Believers in" all 
"BEG, yet it was not filled up. with Ordinances G 
Worthip proper, and peentiar to it ſelf, -untibthe | 9 
a 
b 


* IT" 


times of Reformation 3 : nor had till them:any 
outward Sign or Token immediately -belonging 
thereuntos -For had it been ſo, :this Signi.or Tod | 4 
ken, as the'/Covenant it ſelf, had remained.withs | 4 
out Change,” and not vaniſhed away with che othei Je 
Shadows of the Moſaical Occonomy. ' «-!: 1 al 

2.) The Promiſe made unto Abraham ate 
Sced, as wcll as the Bleſſing of that Seed unto | I: 
him 3 Belicvers are the Children of Promiſe Typiti- | P: 
ed by ttacafterwards,” being begotteniunte God } W 
of his own Will by the: Efhcacy:and Grace'ob hit | 25 
tree Promife:and. in: the: Virtue; thereot:3 :yearthis | E: 
Seed is tirſt ſuppoſed in the Promiſe, jandothem of 
the Bleſſing ob that Seed"is:promiſed;: whighrbeing | ot 
of Grace, 18:traile ſure unto alk of them, Romy 426d | 1 
And as the :Befing is ſpiritual, ©: is: the: -Srpl wie 
NOT T'can it be extended Ay thetwso ther, wv *4 

| ic 
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which / is the promiſed - Subjet thereof. | 

3- The Sum of all Goſpel bleſſings being compri- 
zcd in tbis- Promiſe, it will hence follow, That the 
proper Heirs of this Blefling of Abraham have a 
Right ( not only in ſome, but ) in all the Promiſes 
ot the New Covenant 3 and that not in a limited 
Sence, and as ſuſpended on uncertain Conditions, 
but in a fi&ll Sence, and as ſecured by the infinite 
Grace, Wiſdom, Power, and Faithtulneſ(s of God, 
and accordingly they are in time made good to 
them all, 

And this will be more manifeſt, if we conſi- 
der, that all the Bleflings of this Covenant Te- 
dound upon Believers by mcans of their Vn:on 
and Communion with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
both the Head, and Roat of the New-Covenant, 
and the Fountain from whence all its &lcHings are 
derived to us, which as they werc intirely prrchae 
ſed by him, {6 are they intirely applyed to all thar 
are #1 him,and to none other 3 

The Limitation theretore of a New Covenant- 
Interclt co the Grant of an external aud temporary 
Priviledg only, I conceive to be utterly inconliticat 
with:the Promiſes of the Covenant it ſelf, even {uch 
as theſe Iſa.54.13. chap. 59. 21. fer.3 1. 33, 34» 
Ezek. 36, 26, 27. with Heb.. 8. and many others 
of like import 3 Neither will theſe Texts admit 
of another Notion of late inſiſted on tor the Com- 
mendation of Pedo-Baptiſm. viz. 

© That the Infant Seed of Bclievers, during 
* theis Infancy, haye all of then a certain and 

| G 3 definite 
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« definite Intereſt in the Covenant of Grace by vir- 
*tue. of which they are compleatly juftihed -be- 
* fore God from the Guile of original-Sin; 'Both 
< Originans, and Originatum 3 and-yet when they 
* come to Years of Diſcretion may, ( yea muſt} 
* by their a&xal cloſing with, or refuling' the 
* Terms of the Covenant, either obtain the Con- 
* tinuation and Contirmation of their Covenant- 
* Tnterelt, or be utterly and finally cut 'off from 
* it, and ſo perith etcrnally in their Ignorance of 
* God, and Rebellion againſt him. : 
And as the Promiſcs of the Covenant will ad- 
mit of no ſuch partial Intereſt therein, ſo neither 
can this Opinion confilt with the Analogy of Faith 
in other Reſpes; For cither the Stain of origi- 
nal Sin in theſe Infants is purged, and the Domi- 
nion of Concupiſcence in them deſtroyed, when 
their Guilt is pardoned, or it is not 3 If it be, then 
the caſe of theſe Infants in point of Perſeverance, 
is the ſame with that of Adult Pcrſons that are un- 
der Grace by their actual Fait' 3 and then &@ final 
Apoſtacy from the Grace of the New Covenant 
muli be allowed pothble to befal the one as well 
as the other, notwithſtanding all the Proviſions 
of the Covenant, and Engagement of God 'there- 
n, to make the Promiſe ſire »nto all the Seetl : 
But this the Author will not admit ; If he'{ay 
that their Guilt is pardoned, but their Natures are 
not renewed, nor the Power- of original Corrupti- 
on defiroyed,ſo as that Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
over them 3 It will be xeplyed 3 that then notwith- 
WY fianding 
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ſanding, itheit fappolab Pardon, they refitwaiah 
wictean thing, and ſo uheapable of Admaimicr tatb 
the Kingdom of Glory - Bar: the Truth is;'1Noftc 
are at aoy time juſtifiedr!/betore God; but!ſiith'ss 
Chrifihath loved, and waſnd From their Sins "i bos 
own Blood; \Rev. 1. 5. / And'htione are ufrd{bytbim: 
but thoſe that are in him; ws'che fecont Adanis; Ic 
is by Union to him a9'tht Root of the New<UCe- 
venant, that vhe free Gift comes Hf 0 191 
#pon them to. the Juſtification af * © Rom$224, Ot. 
Life 5 And: none can hayE Uni] © tne ts © 15 
on to.him bur by the'\in2wellng of his hoy $9998 ; 
and wherever the Spirit '6f God applics the Blood 
of Chritt for the Remiſſon of Sins. hedorhital{ofor 
the purging of the Conſcizvce from dead Works to 
ſerve the living Go4 , And as certainly as any de- 
ive a New-Covenant Right from Chrilt for Pardon, 
they allo r-ceive a vital Influence from him tor the 
Renovation of their Natures, and conforming their 
Souls to his own Image» And theretore-to aller, 
That the Grace of Chriſt is applyed to ſome tor 
the Remiſſion of Sins only, or that the Guilt of any 
Sin can be pardoned to any Perſon, and yet that 
Sin retain its Dominion over bim, is ( fo taras Ican 
diſcern ) both unſcriptural, and incoherent with 
the Dodtren that is according to Godlineſs. 

4: To conclude ; It is plain, That a Believers 
Claim to the Bleflings of the New: Covenant 
is in the Intereſt of Abraham's Seed, and by virtue 
of the Promiſes given to him relating to ſuch a 
Seed, and nat as Coordinate with bim jn Covenant- 

gn. Intexelt þ 


5} If the Caveneit' of Grace, Chap. 
Intereſt3 They are not cach one by this Cove- 
nant made the Father of a bleſſed Sced,as Abrabam 
was the Father of the Faithful 3 neither can they 
claim the Promiſe for themſelves and their Seed 
according to the Tenour of Abraham's Covenant, 
and as he might 3 but they mult reli in a Rela- 
tion to him as Children, and ſo - receive his 
Bleſſing, that is, the Bleſſing promiſed to him 
for bis Seed, and that by their own Faith, and 
for themſelves alone: Believers becauſe they 
are Abraham's Seed, ate bleſſed with faithful 
Abrabam;, And, If we be Chriſts, then are we 
Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according to the Pro- 
miſe, Gal. 3. 29. 
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Of the Covenant of Circumcifton, 
Can iÞ V. | | 


The Subjet of our preſent Inqiury ; the Pro- 
miſes gived to Abraham for his natural Off- 
ſpring, theſe given forth gradually ; all ſunt- 
med up inthe Covenant of Circumciſion 4.1. 
Gen. 12. 2. farther opened in its reſþetF to 
the carnal Seed ; Abraham called out 
Ur of the Chaldees ; Heb. 11. 8. confer- 
red with Gen.11.32. their Harmony 
ed. $.2. Abraham comes into Canaan, 
and builds an Altar his Tourney into E- 
gypt, Return to Canaan ; parting from 
Lot; the renewing of the "Promiſe there- 
_ $. 3. Gen. 13.15. opexed ; how the 
Promiſe of the Land of Canaan was wade 
good to Abraham ; in what ſence ſaid to be 
an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. F. 4. The _ 
ry iz Gen. 15. conſidered ; the 6th Verſe 
explained ; the Promiſe renewed, and in- 
larged; the Bondage of Iſrael is 
feretold 3; The time /iqited to 409 _ 


© Df the | (ovenant ChapiJ;]C 
when they began 5 one reaſon why the Pro- 
-—wrije-wr's-110 ſooner to take-place 3-the Ini- 
quity of the Amorites 10t yet full ; how the 
: (mt{e af Parents cones righteanNy por: thewr 
Children. $. 5. The Seed of Abraham, 
and their Inheritance, firſt given by Pro- 
miſe One conſequence of this. Abraham | - 
--\$oeth 7 to Hagar; tte Reaſon of it 3 as 
> (b-r090. mention of a Dijtindion: of Abra- 
» hatn's »atural Offfþring among themſelpes ; 
1 or. any diſtinginſhing Charadter appointed 
: far;theme; bis Seed in remote (Generations, d. 
4, as: thell as in an inumediate Deſcent from [py 
hive, intended in the Promiſes. 4. 6. The [pr 
. --; \Covenart 'of Circumciſion 5 why jo called ; [Ge 
- Get 17. 1. opened; This a Preludium [At 


- : Fthe, Sinat Covenart. 4. 7, Gen. 17. 4, - 
. F. opered ; The Promiſe of the New-Cove- = 


-.: nant rehearſed; {wo--:reajons thereof. 5: A-[ hi 
-  beam's\Nawe changed to Abrahams How | ing 
þ .Crrownralſton beraree a Seal of theR hte- Janc 

obfncls of Faith; briefly #onched.; \The ne- [En 

_ Efſity. of diftingraſbing of 'the - Promiſes ma 
+ au to' Abraham, and of the Seed to 2 
x. Iilach vhey belong. $. 8. Gen. 1746. oper 4h 


q the fr [t: Iratimnation of a diftinifion of j,,. 
Y.- "Bien ad; $9. The general wy of giv 
FIPry 5 ' 


J:| Chap. 5. of Cirtumtiſfol."' 9f 
r0-| Gets. 17. 7,8: 8. the word thr Crt bois fo 


s, 4 ” 


| Efau: ; Their eta froth FAT arr 
ra- nant; The. preference fling: Loy. FM I I, 


$. 1 *HE Method befirs laid down leads'ns 
wy in the next place to-inquite after the 
0m [Promiſes given to Abrabam for his natural Offs 
[ ke [ſpring.and the Aſſurance of theri;*which it pleaſed 
4 ; [God to give him by Covenant-TranſaGions't 
1152 (And here (as formerly ) I thalt Uiligently xe- 
view the Hittory that Moſes wrote of theſe things 


mn by the Inſpiration of the "Holy Ghoſt, and 
A. comparing, the Promiſcs made,with the Records6F 


their Accompliſhment in other parts of holy Writ, 

low | indeavour to collect from both, the true Import 

te- [and Extent of thetn, with the proper Nature #rf 

xze- [Ends of that Covenant, unto which in a 

;ſes [manner they do belong. Only: this T fhall | nn 
to the whole , 

That theſe Promiſes were not all made untb 
72" | 4braham at one time, Nor the-Covenant of thern . 
? of perfected by one TranſaRtion, bat - they =_—_ 
e of given forth 'by feveral Parts nhd/ Degrees, until 
IcNe ; at 


22. Wf-the-Covenant Chap. 3] « 


4: laſt the whole Charter of Priviledges and Blef- 
Gngs.granted to, the natural Offspring of 4brabam 
was. tairly drawn, and the Covenant of them 
ſealed by Circumciſion : This will immediately 
appear in the hiſtorica} Account we ſhall have of 
theſe things 3- and ſome Regard hereunto may be 
alſo: : remarked \iri the Progrefſion of Stephen's 

Diſcourſe when he gives a Recapiculation of them, 
AQ..7+5, 6,78. 


*$.2. In Gen. 12.2, we find, That when the 
God of Glory firit appeared unto Abraham, and 
called him out from -his own Country, from hig 
Kindred and from his Fathers Houſe, befides the] th 
Promiſe of ſpiritual Blcſtings that was given taſ hi 
hini both for himſelt and his fpiritual Sed, hel w| 
had alſo the Promiſe of a numerous Otkpring We 
which ſhould naturally deſcend from him : Noſ yet 
leſs can be intended in rheſe Words, IT will make w} 
of thee a great Nation, than this 3 Thou ſhalt beÞſthc 
the'Fagler of a-great Nation which ſhali ſpring,be.. 
and iſſue from thy Loyns : ſuch is the. plainſd& 
Sence of the like Words to Moſes Num. 14. 12;| nas 
And this Promiſe with the reſt, Abraham xy asf 
braccd by Faith 3.for to an Eye of Reaſon ther 

was. no preſent Likelihood of its Accompliſhj 
rnent, ſeeing at this time he had no Child ( & 

want of which he alſo makes Complaint a confGg 
_ rfiderable time after this Gen, 15. 2, 3. ) and Sqn 's | 

his Wife was barren; Yet efieeming him faithiby;; 


————_ to make good his Word that hai 
giyg Nc 


N] Chaps 5 © of Urrcumnicien') 9P 
t(- | given; him- theſe: Promiſes; che , emliraced them, 
Jam an; upon"'the tEall 'of: Gods: 11 23'S 
em | *-faxſook all+ that. before was oh Cur mn Mag 
tely | deariunto hito, and: wentjouts 7,7. fame 
> of Þ knowing whither he. wentÞ leh, Pere do in aed 
; be | Heb. 11. S. For it _ > germ Fr 
en's | appear that'the;Land of Gas." REY $96 
em. | 26h was mentionedito himas' 7,654.5 Fug [t' 
his:firſt -calling-but rather-atb 'wotive Print 
abſolute Redpn ion. of hirt> 10/44. d4wveie HE Afr 
the | kf utito divine Goodnes andy plf £4 ene 
and Conduct waz required of bims; parentum nr, 
| his] and, he: knewhÞ mone, tharii & Jaſue © Lofanitic 
the this; that be miſt. travel front Recent comme 
1 taſ his own to! gnbther; Countiyz!!: © wp " Natl 
, hel which wasitork Land:that\Gods, 35olualt;e;4h2 
ring] would ſhew:to:Him!z tho! iagn;iomsy ifoowent wife 
Neſ yet. he knew: noe what, ning ow aap 1-16 
1k} where it i was: And therefors)in;,F: [5 "Dee "bbe 
Ic beftho'-we neatHiGeneR123 2,7 Dhaka bg the ah 
ring] be-went from Ukof 2he,Chalrigtegrnns: Avgyſi|: 
lain] decsiso go infatbeef:0nd of Cao . 

1 congefre chaſe Words are® to be takers 

icabgfntfipation,;;apd not 'a*Refativr 

- fel-ichin , 4b:0hamig.nowiedgo ant 
| Whegche full Congo OY 
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deſigned, at leaft, nbt-till he came nearer to it, 
viz. unto Haran, where the Lord gave him a fe« 


cond Call after the Death of Terab,: to procced'in | 
... his: Journey to Fas Land of | 


-1Gen, 12. 4 5 Canaan. | 


Vs it 4*374 ** 


. 3 * Wheri Abraham catne into the Land af : 
Cangau unta; the Place: of Sichens the:plain of Mp | 


reh (the Progeny of curſed: Canaan: ibeing then 
the Inhabitants of -the Country') the/Lord: 

peared unto bit again; and gave hima full atid 

.--; expreſs Promiſe of. that Land 

Gen. 12. 6, , 7. (which for PleafantineBs arid 

Fercility'was/ the Glory 'of all 


ds) for an n Inheritance unts this Sccd 3: And | 
there he firſt buik an&/tar unto! che:Lord, "thay | 
by. worfhipping*hinsthe might" teftifio his Gratis | 


eude for the Promiſe fo freely given'"to him;' ant 
alſo receive'a Ratifieation of itt in tho” Blood 'of 
kis-accepted Sacrifies.. - Soon-afterthisx Famine 
drives Abrabam"into* Egypr's and! there Saru?'s 

Chaliity- ge by 


: Gew. 13-14. 2/4h;:;; the Egyptian Ring, - but'ithe || 
S431 155... l- Eord's rebikendpen hitnijides | 


Rvarcd: his Sedan br that! pe at A 
his bod. PiGvideice he was #hatnbyo 
ip rack to the LahiT of Conde is MNts" g ali 


Abrohggr's-Brop &s Set? Wagwitkhilnlg but 


now their ax Scan cen Rae ee Weg 
ay happening ons 
dhain, i 0) He Trecartc 


yrug and 


_— 


> | Ghap: 5: of Crrenmciſion. «ws 
t, | and prevent the like, * 'mikes a Propoſal 

| porting rhe vae from the other, which” ey 
; cepted of by Lot 3. Gen: 13. And after t age 

| was ſeparated from, Abraham, the Lox PHailp | 
news and Ftontirms' the Promiſe of es Td 

+ | Canamn.th him, ard of the preat a 
f ? Sced), char ſhould poſſeſs it, with .a ſpecial Com- 
2 | mand to Abraham to walk thro tt in bes: Att 

nl | thereof," and'tbe Breadrh win hs ſurvey, 

J- Faith"ts rake Poſſclion * of * oh as "Ye , 
> | was a Sthanget and had * nb & Tnficritance Try Frag 

# not lo wuch as.to ſet his 1 (Kia ON. . 48. Tar TER 


h, *'$.4." Tf; the Piomife Rus, renewed 'HErb tre 
> $= two > thinfs, Fa ping farther Exe: 


W | wy ihe Conde f this Tatf Fitagee" 
& | is RY Toade firſt ay” "Abraham him bh 
of | then, -unt6 his Seed ; I ibs Laid, mg 
Ne ſee to thee will 1 give it, ws to thy ME | 

fy 1 x5 Now iti 15 evident, Abraham had no Ps 
bp | it all bis Days, fave that of a a | Burying- lag 
! he afcer purchaſed for his "Moncy pait jth 

| value thereof ; 3 Gen. 23., 'And* like ry ty 


alſo of Tfaze and Facob, "who, were th [cir ; 
this Prone together with. Abraham, Ho, Bo | 


A Queſtion therefore ariſcth, How. was thy 
| ih 


"26 
Ga. 


—_.— 


mifetnac 00d to Abraham? = 
" In'/Ai & hereun; 6:(w waing L0 at 


hero gpet of! Dep voſt Li ah 
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, Uf . the. Lavenant Nap. $ 


Fenified thereby ) obſerve, | 
©, Hh as to thoſe Words to thee, and to thy 
Sed. the latcer may be taken as an Interpretatis 
on of the. former, and then the fence is, to-thte, 
that is, $0 thy Seed : The _ N_ here 
uſed, . is undoubtedly to, be 
© Sevaliyip Anver. taken in-this ſence in ſore 0+: 


ther places, and is to be interpreted. not as; Co- 


thet 3s ,See Cd; Gheps, 21.12, where it is oxendecd ; 
And. lie like Interpereation mult be given of it 
in 2 Sam. 17. 12. Of him and ( rather that is ) 


of all the' Men that are with bim there ſhall not be 


left fo. much. as one, Now this rendring XCMOVes 
all aÞPEarance of Difhculty trom the Text. | 

2. A Man may have jus ad*rem that hath not 
jus in re; All Right, is_ not perſcatly actionable, 
but a Man may have. a Right to an Tohefitance 
by Promile or otherwiſe, without the Right of 
preſent Poſſeſtan, which. he may not Enter, upon 
tf 'a. Jong, time attcr, or. pcrhaps nag himſelt, 
Bic bisPollerity are #0 be. pollciſed of it by. that; 
Right Which is at \piclent. made over ta. tims; 
Neither , doth the apnexing ſuch Terms r Ender, 


the” romile 1 vain or fruitle(s unto him. hz © faſt 
Te: Ce wept for the. - Aftyr Lance thac the. $455 
ih his 


icf its tine 52xtain! redoup d 
Sd) is a'prelen a aloe co h to. hi 
is fer allo for. Ji this way 
caj 7 ( rrapdaytt Ing of 8 EN 

© pjexng,Thoh 


lore at Was 3}: 


7 "aſto's 
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ative by 4nd, but "as explicative by Even, or. | 


ae | 


ap. 5+ Of Circumeoaſon. 9 


Facob when he lay dying, That God would ſurely viſit 
his Children and bring them up out of Egypt to in- 
berit the promiſed Land ; Gen. 48. 5:20, 21; tho? 
he went to his Fathers without ſight of its Ac- 
compliſhment : As it was alfo a ſpecial Favour to 
Epbraim and Manaſſeth, that by Facob's Bleſſing 
each of them obtained a Righit in Canaan equal 
with the Brethren of their Father, and yet them- 
ſelves enjoyed not the temporal Good of that 
Blcfſing, but their Poſterity at- 
ter them. And indeed, thit £ege Riveti exer- 
i5 properly faid to be given to © ng | 
Parents - which is given tO þoc proponirut & ac- 
their Poſterity upon the Ac- cnrart ſolvitar, 
count of that Promiſe which 

they have received, and which makes them the 
Hcads of that Covenant-Bleſſting which deſcends 
upon their Offspring. And that the Fathers em- 
braced the Promiſe in this ſence, is put beyond 
doubt, by the expreſs Limitation of the time of 
its Accompitſhment in Gen. 15. 13, 16. 

Secondly, Theother Difhculty ariſeth from the 
Extent of the Pomiſe in point of time3 for here 
God promiſeth to give this Land to Abraham and 
to his Seed for ever, and again Gen, 17. 8. for 4n 
ever 2ſting Poſſeſſion whereas it is evident they have 
now tor many Ages been difinherired of it, - But 


| the Solution of this Doubt will be caſte to him 


that conſults the Uſe of thefe Terms in other 
Texts, and the neceſſary Reſtrition' of their 
Sence when applycd to the State oft Concetn- 

H tnents 


_ Jt Ihe Covenant -hap. 5. 


im: nts of Abrabam's: \Sced i in the Land of Canaar, 
For the Prieltthood of Levi is called an everlaſting 
Priejibood' Num. 25. 13- and the Gates of the 
Temple everlafting. Doprs Plal. 24. 6. and this in 
the ſame ſencc,as Canzan,is faid to be an everlaſting 
Inheritance z no more bcing intended than the 


Continuance of theſe for a long: time, vis. | 


throughout the Old Teſtament Oeconomy, until 
the days of the Meſiab comm only ſpoken ot by the 
Jews under the Notion of the World to come 1 
wherein a new State of things was to. be cx= 


pected, and when their old Covenant Right and | 
Priviledge was to Expire, as having its proper. | 


End and - Degſin now tully accomplithed. 


S. 5. In Gen,15, we have an account of ano- 
ther ſolemn Tranſaction of God, with Abraham, 


wherein ( belides other things included and ins: 


termixt ) the Promites before given to Abraham 


concerning his carnal Seed and their Inheritance, 


are renewed, and farther explained in diverſe 
Particulars. And Abraham being now more 
tiricken in years than when he firit received the 
Promiſc, and as yet. haying no Son, tho? his 


ctcrnal Happinels, as well as other Blethngs, dee: 


pendcd on the-Sccd that ſhould be given to him, 
he was, now brought to ,a greater Tryal of his 
Faith then formerly 3 and the preſent acting of 


it being xepdrcd the more Illutirious by the Dif- 


ticulties: qycreame,” the Holy Gholt is pleaſed 
in _ Place ro-give an _— Tekimony there»: 
to 


me eo 5 PIs ohio. 


mans V0” FA. 


Chap.5: .0 TFCH Wt Th LO _ Ot 
ta vers 6. He believed in the Lord, and he [counted 
*t to binfor Righteeuſneſs. And * Corp, rom, 4. 

this is the firtt time that either - N 

Believing or the Impmation of Righteouſneſs is it 
terminis mentioned in the Scripture 3 Not but 
that- both itheſe were true 'of Abraham before, 


| even fra the firlt giving out of the: Ptomile to 


him Gen. 12, He then heheved in the Lord 3 and 
he accounted it ta hin for Righteonſneſs 3. but as/his 
Faith was' now manifeſted in a higher Degree, 
ſo it pleaſed God from this time to leave upon 


| Recard a more particular Encomium thereof. than 
| formerly.. And as a farther Taken of / Favour, 


immedgiatcly hereupon, follows that Explication 
and Inlargertent of 'the. Promiſe to his* natural 
Offspring - that was i befare mentioned. Many 
things I (hali paſs over, and only note here theſe 
tew that follow, as dize&t; co my :prefent -Pur- 
ole, | 
n x. The Lord informs Abraham of. the Alici- 
on that ſhould betall his Pofſtericy, and the 'ſeem- 
ing Death that ſhould be upon the Promiſe bez 
fore they were brought. into. the Inherirance of 
the Land of Canrgan; And alſo:particuiarly 1i= 
mits the time thereof 3 they fhould be: athlited 
forr hundred Tears, the Acconne of which:( 1 
ſupooſe ) muſt take its Rife' from the mocking 
of Tſaac the Heir of the Promiſe by Iſmael the 
Son of Hagar the Egyptian, from whicts to the 
deliverance of Ifract trom their Bondage in Egyp# 
is exacy four hundred Years TB 
id H 2 4, The 


100 Uf the Covenant Chap. 5; 


2. The Lord gives Abraham an Aſſurance that 
in the appointed time he will redeem them from 
their Servitude, and that by ſignal Judgments 
upon their . Oppreſlors, and ſo. great Favour 
to them, as ſhould ſuddenly change their Condi- 
tion from Want and Penury, to the Enjoyment 


of great Riches and Subſtance: Gen. 15. 14. And | 


as for Abraham; himſelf ſhould go to his Fathers 
in Peace, and be buryed in a good old Age; and 
in the fourth Generation the Bleſſing of this 


Promiſe ſhould certainly come upon his Poſteri- | 
ty 3 ver. 15, #6, The exact Accompliſhment of | 


all this you may read in the Book of Exodus; all 

| the Wonders there recorded 
E -"—_ 3. 24: A: being the Birth of theſe Pro- 
Goodneſs of the” People, but the Stability of 
the Promiſe that all thoſe things are to be aſcri- 
bed to. 

3. A Reaſon is given for the referring of the 
Accompliſhment ot the Promiſe to this time 3 
Becauſe the Nations whole ..and they were to 
poſſeſs were not yet ripe for. Fudgment 3 and the 
Meaſure of their Iniquity muſt be filled up/betore 
the Curſe of Canaan was fully executed upon 
them. Thus we ſce, that although the Children 
of Canaen bare his Curſe many Generations af- 
ter him, yet this Curfe deſcended not upon them 
without a full Meaſure of their own Sin 3 as 
there is no doubt but Canaar's partnerſhip with 
Cham in his Wickedneſs did at firſt bring the 

[3-38 > Culſc 


miſes.z for it was not the 


Chap. 5. of Circumciſion. Tor 


Curſe of - his Father upon himſelf, But to re- 
turn, .- £40 

by Theſe things are expreſly ſaid. ,to have 
been tranſacted in a way of Covenant - with 4- 
braham; and alſo the Bounds of Iſrael's Inheri- 
tance are fet, and thoſe Na- 


| tions marked out by Name , ©": 15+.19, 19, 


that were to be diſpoſſeſied 
and deſtroyed by them. 


$. 6. Before we paſs on farther in the HiGory 


| of God's Tranſactions' with Abrabam reſpeQing, 


his natural Offspring 3, Let it be obſerved 3 

1. That as this Secd -was afterwards raiſed 
up to Abraham by yixtue of a Promiſe, fo the 
frſt Grant of the Lang of Canaan to them for an 
Inheritance was by a, gratuitous Promiſe alfo 3 and 
that-Promiſe. paſt into the, Foxm of a Covenant 


| with, Abrabam long before the giving of che Law 


as a Condition of their Inheritance therein, yea 
before the Inftitution:,of Circucmiſion 3 And the 
Original of their Claim being from a free Pro- 
miſe, the Scycrity of that Law which afterwards 
they came under, was fo far reſtrained thereby, 
as that ( notwithſianding their manifold Breach 
of Covenant with God, and- Forfeituxe of all 
lezal Claim of their Rights and Priviledges in 
the.Land of Canaan thereby ) they were never 
utterly cut off from that good Land, nor ceaſed 
to be a peculiar People unto God, until the Eng 
of their being made ſo, was fully anſwered, and 

| iy 0 ' that 


—_ 
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that Protniſe expired with the Accotmplifhment 
| of its Deſign, in the Introduction of ificicaat 
\ of God, *to the tull Enjoyriient of thoſe ſptiritual 
Pledings, which- were the Subſtance of whit was 
but darkly ſhadowed, hy their temporal Enjoy- 
ments, This will be of great Uſe tn oor Re- 
flections' upon the Typieal State of that People, 
which I ſhall not now inlarge upon. - 
2. Hitherto it is not expreſly fignifed, 'Thit 
Sarai ſhall be the Mother ot this Sceds And 
thcrefoie in the delay of the Promiſe, -Abrabam 
and Sargi «(not pores, aa it might be fuk 
I&d that way) agreed about Ahrzbam's going 
in to Haar the Hand-rnaid of Sarai, that by her 
they might obtain Childrew'z' Gen. 16. Ir will be 
granted thar on good groudhds they might' have 
other Apprehenſions of 'the: Fromife' before' ( as 
it will- appear they had, by Conference of Gen, 
15, with Rom. 4.) and that this proceeded from 
force Vacillation, and weakrefs of Faith in then 3 
but yet it was not futh as/did diredtlycrofs, and 
call into 'Queſtion the Promiſes before given 3- nei- 
ther doth'any thing appear to the contrary but 
that Abraham accounted of Iſhmael as Heir of 
the Promiſe, until the Lord appeared to him a- 
gain Gen. 17. and fully compleated- his Cove- 


| Barrt Wit h him about his'natural Offspring. 


3. Much 1s was'there as yet any Intimation 
piverr of a DiſtinGion to be mide, in point. of 
Priviledge or Covenant*Right, betwixt | the 
Childyen that gat H one way or another be 

brought 


oo os AS Es: dc ore er. a. 


Chapi's. 'of Civenmeſlon. ToJZ 
brought forth unto Abribamt i But: the Claim of 
ſuch ( ſupoling, as it after proved, that there 
might be Thany ) ſeemed''to be cqual; until the 
farcher ſtating thereof Gen. 17. Neither'was there 
as yet any*dilitnguiſhing Character appointed for 
his Seed as a Foundation for thetr riling up into 
fach a Chnreb-State, as that the folemn Inſtita» 
tions of divine Scrvict ſhould be-appropriate to 
them, and none accounted Members of the viſi- 
ble Charth: but themfelves, *and ſuch as became 
Proſtites 'to them; Th& its true all *that hath 
beery before -mentioned, was diſpoſed in' order 
hereunto, being in the wife Counſel of God di- 
rected towards ſuch" an End 3 for known unto 
him-are all his Works, fromthe Beginning's And 
therefore the' former Promiſes” are itil recolleced, 
and-taken in, in the' after TranſaGons about this 
People. | Joe OG 
4, The Promiſes hitherto given unto Abraham 

for his natural Offspring, do as much concern 

them ih «© remote Generations, a5 in 'an immetiate 
Deſcent fromhin nay infomEReſpects weremore 
fully made good unro them than the other 3 for 
if was not.until the Fozrth Gerer#tton that God 
was known +6 thent by bis Name FEHOV A H, 
Exod. 6: in the actual Accompliſhing of his 
Word ; the Fathers having only his Alſafficiency 


ingaged for' the after falfil/ing ot the Promile in 


its propet Seaſori; It was not Agraham's imme- 
diate, -but his mediate Seed that became numerous 
as the Duſt 'vf the Earth, and t:ok, Poſſeftou' of 
PR H 4 the 


JO: Jj the Covenant Chap. 5: © 
the Land flowing with Milk and Honye - 


$.7- We ſhall now paſs on to Gen. 17+ , 
And what is there more largely recorded, we .. 


have briefly pointed at by St-phen in his general 
view of the Hiſtory of Iſrael Adt,7.8. 4nd he 
gave bim the Cqvenant of Circumcifion > And ſo As 
braham begat Iſaac &c. By-the Covenant of Cireums 


ciſion, we are to underiiand that Covenant of - 


which Circumicifion was the Sign or Token z or 


that Covenant in which a Reſtipulation was re . 


quired by the Obſervation of this Rite or Ordi- 
nance z as in Gen. 17.9, 10, I. 


It is obſervable, That in this Tranſaction of 


God with Abrabam we firlt meet with an expreſs 


Injun&tion of Obedience to a Command ( and that -. | 


of poſitive Right ) as the Condition of Covenant- 
Intereſt 3 And the whole is uſhered in with this 
Prologue Gen. 17. 1. I am the Almighty God, 


walk before me and be thou perfect, la which -- 
Words, firlt the Alſufficiency of Go is revealed + 
for the Enſurance of the Promiſes and then a 
ftriF and intire Obedience to his Precepts is requi- - 


rcd in order to the Inheritance of the good things 
that were to b2 given by this Covenant z And 
in this Mode of tranſafting it, the Lord was plea- 


{cd co draw the firſt Lines of that Form of Cove- | 


nant-Relation, which the natural Seed of Abra- 


him, were fully ſtated in by the Law of Moſes, - 


which was 2 Covenant of Works, and its Condition 


or Ten s, Do this ond live, For altho?. the Cove- 


nant 


4s k . 4.4 


Chap..3. of Grrcumriſton. _ _ Tog 


nant of Grace. made. with. Abrabam hath, in, all 
Reſpects ( as well in point of time,. as Excellen» 
cy ) the Precedence to the Covenant made: with 
his 'carnal_. Seed in Tſeac's Line 3 yet in-the wiſe 
Counſel; of God things were {fo ordered, That 
the fie.'l Revelation-of the Covenant of Grace, .the 


| affiual Accompliſbment::of the great -,Promiles 


thereof, and-its being ' filled up with Ordinances 
proper thereunto, ſhould - ſucceed the Covenant 
made with Iſrael after the Fleb, And take 
place upon. the Ditholution! thereof when it waxed 
old and vaniſhed away. And theretoze, the Co- 
venant=-Interelt of: the natural Seed, was to be 
perfected » by the Law - of Moſes, betore the 
Goſpel preached unto Abraham, was waveiled ; and 
accordingly this C hapter leads us on a great. Step 
towards the Sinai Covenznt,and the Terms thereat, 


$. 8. Altho* this Covenant of Cizcumcifion 
do properly and immediately belong/to.the na- 
tural Seed of Abrabam, and is ordered as a Foun- 
ation of that Oeconomy which they were.to be 
brought under zntil the times of Reformation 5 
yet by way of Pretace -thereunto you have ( in 
Gen.17.4, 5. ) a Recapitulation of tormer Tranf- 
actions, and a renewed-. Conhrination of one 
great Promiſe of the Covenant opt--Grace "before 
given to Abrabam, viz. A Father of many Nations 
have I made thee, That this is principally to. be 
underfivod of his belicving Seed, collected out 


of all Nations / indiffexently, appears/ from = 


on, 


- 


gob Of the. (ovenant Chap. g, 


Rom; 4. 17. Bind that-Abrabavs was conſtituted 
the Father of the Falthful before this Covenant 
of Circumciſion was made, and did not ob 
tain the: Grant: of this Priviledg thereby, - hach 
been before proved- from - Moſes's Hittory, and 
is alfs-argued by the' Apolile ſtrongly \ in the 
former -part of that forementioned Rom. 4,” Ne. 
verthelefs, That 'it -ſhould be'thns: repeated Th 
this place, there is\ 'very great reaſon, upon i 
twotold Account 3+ * 

15 That it might be evident 1 hat the Co 
nant -of Pecrliarity with the-carnal Seed, which 
was tnft to take place, :and: that Wal: 'of Sop4- 
ration which was to-be \raiſed up betwixt' ther 
and other Nations -( the -corner Stone:-of: which 
was now to be laid in Circgmciſton )!/ {ſhould riot 
evacuate,” of intrench upon the. Covenant. of -Gracd, 
or the Right and Privilcdg of the ſpiritual Seed 
ſated' therein, or - of uty 'part: of 'it 3 bilt was 
241tded, and.made ſubſerviem-to the great 'Ends 
thereof 7 - The Springs of New-Covenant-Mer- 
cy, ' which/God had before opened to'all:Nativns 
were not to be ſhut +up again by this Covenants 

nor'the Heathen *.excluded; 
Seal djiigently from inheriting the Blefling 

Po ried, of Fbraham, thro' Faith in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, By any. Priviletg-or Right conferred 
upon the Jew: And therefore when-the Cove- 
nant of Circumciſion was given to the carnal 
Seed,” trr order to a firll 'Separation of them :from 
ottter Natians, It pleate$:God, therewith to re- 

vive 


er ts 


+ 288A, ”_ 


3. | Chap. 5. of Cortumcfion. 7 — --_ 
| vive the Retheibrance of that Promiſe of the 

Covenafit' of Grace, which ſhould. ia dye time: 
-" bring forth /Silyarion to 'the Gentiles That fo. 
: | there might be ng colour of Reaſon lefe for infer= 
þ, | preting this © ovenant to their P rejudjee, in the, 
oe” | {traitening of the "Grace of the Golpdl, which 
way BP defigned of God only as an Handmaid theres. 


Qs . - DOE = ae JARED WRIN a nd , hep OF 
14] © 2, Pecauſs; Thihgs were fo grdered-by God'in 
— | this Covenant, . that. as the Promiſes thereof, 
w* | houtd be emis the great Promiſe 3 fo al> 
ſo ſpiritual Blelfinips Thould be myſtically implyed 
PF | in them 5 40 25iaban's being the Father of Bee 


- 


ich | mevers of hah} NatiSnd, was ipificd is his my 
«oe | Mictous Ofping by Iſaac, viz, 1ſrae} after the 
| Fleſh: And, henct, a Confirmation; and' ſeali 


3 | of the one, mult include a Raytization of the 
: other alfo :, And. therefore at the, ſame time, tq 
vas | Ht. ie VICE on Oh ene ob £4. 

ry aſſure Abrabam that he {hould; Fertaiply become 


the Father of "2, Multitude, .. A 
or, of many Nations his Najne . pM. 27x: 


”_ is changed into Abraham; and . 3 
ey alſo Circumciſion. is inliituted for the ſealing of 
d3 | the Promifes made to his carnal Seed 3 The mu- 
ms | tual reſpe& of theſe different Promiſes, and the 
ip order obſerved in their Eſtabliſhment, being ſuch 3 


Circumcifon it ſelf was fo far from everting the 
Covenant "of Grace; in its Promiſe to the Gen+ 
tiles, as that'it became to Abraham a Seal of the 
RighteouſneſF of Faith : Rem. 4. 11. This it had, 
not from its next and peculiar End, or its proper 
pt : Natare, 
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Nature, with reſpe& to all the carnal Seed, or 
others, that were to be the Smbjefs of it 3 but 
from the Diſpoſition of the Covenant to which it 
was annexed, and the preſent Circumſtances of A; 
braham, with whom it was made, and to whom 
Circamciſion was now given for a Seal thercof, 
But this we muſt farther inlarge upon, in ſpeak- 


ing to The mutual reſpelt of God's F ederal-Tranſs | 
ations with Abraham, And at preſent it ſhall (uf | 


fice to remind you, | | 

That there is tio way of ayoiding Confuſion 
and Intanglements, in our Conception of theſe 
things, but by keeping before onr Eyes the 4di- 
flinfiion of Abraham's Seed, which is either fpiritual 
or carnal, and of the Promiſes reſpectively be- 


longing to either; For this- whole Covenant of | 


Circumciſion, as given to. the .catnal Seed, can 
no more convey ſpiritual and 6ternal Bleſlings to 
them as ſuch, then it can now ,intight a Belie- 
ver ( tho? a Chifd' of Abrabani ) in their tempo- 
ral, and typical Bleflings in the Land of Canaan; 
Neither can | ſee any reaſon for an Aſhgnment 


of Covenant-Intereſt in all ſpicitual Blefſings typi- | 


fied, as well as jn the temporal Bleſſings that were 
the Typesof then; to the carnal Seed and. yet 
not to admit the Conveyance, of the ſame Cove- 
nant to hold good in point of temporal Bleflings, 
to the ſpiritual Secd3 ſecing {as ſome conceive ) 
both are directly inchided in the ſame Covenant; 
and the Profuiſe of both was ſealed with the ſame 
Seal. DD hy FR. F 
| | TIES _ 
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But the Truth is, Notwithſtanding zhe reſpetF 
this Covenant hath: to the Covenant of Grace, 
it. yet remains diſtin from itz and can give no 
more then external and typical Bleſſings unto a typical 
Seed: The ſtating of their Rights and Priviledges, 
in Subſerviency, and with a typical Reſped, to the 
Diſpenſation of Grace to the EleR, in' the 


We New-Covenant, is the proper End, and Deſign 
£ | of this Tranſation in Ger. 17. as - will more 


tully appear in the particular Account of the 
Promiſes given - therein. L 


S. 9. The Sum of thoſe Promiſes is ſet before 
us in Gen. 17. 6,7, 8. In the 6th Verſe; The Pro- 
miſe of a numerous Offepring is repeated. in ſuch 


| Terms as do import ( it not Inlargement, yet at 
| leaſt ) a farther Explication of what was betore 


promiſed in Gen. 13.16. And I will make thy Seed 
as the Duſt of the Earth, &c. For here the Promiſe 
runs thus; I will make thee exceeding fruitful,and I 
will make Nations of thee ; and Kings ſhall come 
out of thee, Theſe Words in their firti and lite- 
ral Sence had their Accomplithment in the natu- 
ral Offspring of Abrabem; and are particularly 
intended of his Seed by Iſaac; For tho' it be 
true that other Nations beſides Iſrael did ſpring 
trom Abraham, yet the Context will evince it to 
be that Seed with which the Covenant of Cir- 


cumcition ſhould - be eſtabliſhed, chat is here 


meant 3 and that was with the Seed of Abrabam 
by Tſazc only. To ſee theretore the taltilling of 
| | this 


ry Ti; FI + WIC 1 ap.'$ 


chis Promiſe, we- myſt look -to; the rwelve Tribes 
of Iſrael, that were as ſo manydifting Peoples, ank 
Nations, with: reſpet to their. Pawer avd Num 
hers tho' with teſpc& to Keligian. and:Govesna 
ment united in one Polity, and {o- but ane Pear 


ple: And to this Promiſe Faeob hath an Eye.iwi | 


his: bleſſing of the Sons of | Foſeph Gen. 48. 19, 
where the ſaith that Manaſfſeth (-the Father of 
one of the. Tribes of J/fael ) ſhalt be a People, and 
ſhall became great :- 1,6. His Seed ſhall be pumes| 
rous and (irong, and ſhall make ;up qxe People, on 
one of the Nations, that God had promiſed ſhould 
come of Abtabam 3 And yet Ephraim his younger 
Brother mw bave: the Preeminence m: being the 
Father of another-diſtin& People, or; Tribe, that 
ſhould be fironger then Manaſfeth-and more numex | 
Tous 3 in that his Secd ſhould become the F _ 
af Nations (.{o it is \.in the Hebrew ) i. c. a veay 
great Nation and Peoplc, . That DiftinCtion of 
Iribes which was after obſerved'\among the I/ra+ 
elites, ſeems to be 'firſi pointed. .at in theſe 
Words, I wilt make Nations of thee And the fob 
lowing Wards, viz. Kings ſhall come out of thees 
do not only fignitie the Eminency of upper 
Secd in general, but more particulazly reſpe& 


their forming under a diltinct Polity, and Gas y 


vernment: of theix own, or ( as Ezelyel (peaks 
Chap. z6,). proſpering into a Kingdom z and living 
under the Rule aud Conduct of Judges, and 
Princes raiſed . up among themlſclyes 3 as they 
were from Moſes his time (who was King id 

Jeſhurum 
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Jeſhurum, when the Heads 'of the Perple anil' the 
Tribes gathered themſelves together, Dent: 33.5, » 
by whoſe Miniſtry God ſettled their State, and 
Government, by Laws peculiar to themſelves y 
and fultilled the Covenant of their Fathers therein. ' 
| This Branch of the Promiſe contatns more 
than was expreſly given to Abraham betore, 


$. 10. In the following Words Ger. 17.7. we 
have the 4fſurance' of this, and of the enfaing 
Promiſes alſo, which God gives unto Abrahams 
by pafling them into a ſolemn Covenant, -and 
conſequently, an Interpoſition of himſelf, nd En- 
gapement of all the Perfeions and Properties of 
his divine Nature, to-be exerted for” the making 


| of them good : Thus you readz And 7 will efta- 


iD my Covenant between me and thee; and thy 
Seed after thee in their Generations ; for an everlaſt= 
ing Covenant, to be a God unto thee, -and to thy 
Seed after thee. * | 
' Unto this is added the Promiſe of their Inheri- 
tance, Ver..8. And F will give unto thee, and 10 
thy Seed after thee, the Land wherein thou art a 
Stranger, all the Land of Canaan for an everlaſting 
Poſſeſſion and T will he thire God, © 
/ The Difficulty arifing from thoſe Terms in the 
Promiſe which give the Right of the Inheritance 
of Canaan to Abraham in; the hrft place; Hathbeen' 
already conſidered and 'cleared 3 as alſo how the 
Land of Canaan may be faid to be an 'tverlaſting 
Poſſeſton + And in the ſame fence is — 
5 ak _ faid 
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faid'to be everlaſting : Iſrael could not be finally 
cut off from the promiſed Inheritance, . until the 
Covenant it (elt, by which it was given to.them 
did expire: As was, thercfore, the Duration of 
the Inheritance, and of Tſrael's Right therein, 
ſo was the Duration of this Covenant, Everlaſting, 
not abſolutely, but with ſuch a Limitation as the 
Nature of the things ſpoken of doth neceſſarily 
require, and as is uſual in thoſe Scriptures that 
ſpeak of things pertaining to the Jewiſh State; 
There is theretore, no more Reaſon to conclude 
from this Term, That the Covenant of Circumici- 
fion was directly and properly a Covenant of 
ſpiritual and cternal Bleſſings, than there is to 
affirm that the Land of Canaan and the good 
things thereof, were. a ſpiritual and eternal Inhe- 
ritancc. 


S. 11. Howbeit, From the ſtrict Connexion 
of this zth Verſe with the 6th, and the Aſſurance 
here given that God will eſtabliſh his Covenant with 
the Seed of Abraham, to be their God, it is evi- 
dent 

That the Number of Abraham's carnal Seed; 
and the Grazdezr of their civil State, is not all 
that is promiſed in this Covenant, nor yet the 


principal Bletfing beltowed on them thereinz 


but rather, The forming of them into a Church-State, 
with the Ettabliſhment of the Ordinances of 
publick Worlhip among them, wherein they 
thould walk in a Covenant-Relation to God, = 

is 


— 


In 
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his veculiar People ( underftand it. fill of the 


old Covenant, whereing they had their peculiar 


Right and Friviledg ) No leſs can be intended in 
this, I will be a Go4 unto them in their Generations 3 
And it is alſo made more evident by the follow- 
ing Account that is given of this. Tranſaction 
with reſpect to Iſaac and. Thmael, Gen. 17. 18+- 
21. | | 
When the Lord had promiſed unto Abraham a 
Son by Sarab, whoſe Name {hould: be called 
Tſazc; he thus prays for I/þmacl, O. that Iſhmael 
might live before thee. which the Chaldee para- 
phraſeth els, might live, and Worſhip before thee : 
No doubt his Prayer was, that 1Þmal might alfo 
be an Heir of the Bluhag of this Covenant But 
that was not prantcd to him 3 tor the, Lord would 
have bis Covenant -Seed called in aac .only ; with 
him, God would eljablith his Covenant, having 
appuintcd,and choſen him alone to be the Heir 
thcrcof, who was to be; a Child of Pxomife, and 


| Son of the Free- Woman ;, And yer for. Jbmael 


' in ſpecial Favour, to Abraham, whoſe Secd he 
was ) thus much is obtained, that he ſhould be 
tnade. fruitful, .and  multiplyed, exceedingly 3 
ewelve Princes, or Heads ot great foes 
thould ſpring of him ( which imports ſome A- 
14J0gy to the twelve Tribes of 1ſrael after the 
icih; whoſe old Covenant-State was typihed in 
I/mael ) and God would make him a great Nati- 
on: And yet all this lay ſhort of the Blething of 
Abrabam's natural Offspring by Iſaacz trom 

I! which 
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which Iſhmael was now excluded; It is plain 
therefore, that the Priviledg of the Eccleſiaſtical, 
as well as the flouriſhing of the Civil State of Iſrael 
did ariſe unto them out of the Covenant of Cir- 
 cimcilion. 

The like may be obſerved of Eſar afterwards, 
whom the Loxd rejected before he was born ; 
excluding him from the Priviledg and Blefling 
of this Covenant, which deſcended upon Facob 
only : And yet Eſar was alſo the Father of a 
great Nation, and of many Kings, and had the 
Inheritance of many outward Bleſlings afhgned 
to him, Gen. 27.39. 

We conclude therefore, That notwithſtanding 
the carnal Secd of Abraham could not, as ſuch, 
claim a Right in the ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings 
of the New-Covenant, becauſe of their Intereſt 
in the Covenant of Circumcifion 3 yet their 
Priviledges and Advantages in their Church-State, 
tho* immediately conſitting in things outward 
and 'typica], were of far greater Value and Uſe, 
than any meer worldly, or carthly Blefling 
as giving them choyce means of the Knowledg 
of God and ſetting them nearer to him than any 
Nation in the World befides. 
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CHAP. VI. 


The general deſign of this Chapter : Two Pro- 


poſitions laid down, 4, 1. The firſt Pro- 
polittion 5, that the mediate and remote 
Sced of Abraham i» Iſaac's Line are 71n- 
cluded in the Covenant of Circumciſion : 
Proved from the Terms of the Promiſe 3 
and the Inſtance of their Children who fell 
in the Wilderneſs. $.2. Farther confirmed 
from Ezek. 16. 20, 21. $. 3. The Current 
of ſacred Hiſtory 5 aud accompliſhment of 
the Promiſes pleaded, $. 4. The Church- 
State of Iſrael built upon this Covenant. 
9. 5. This proved : Circumciſion the Dowr 
of Entrance into, and Boundary of, thei; 
Communion : and an Obligation to heep 
the whole Law. 4. 6. Rom.3. 1. propoſed . 
How Levi payed Tythes in Abraham. 5. 7. 
Ifracl brought out of Egypt and planted 4 
Canaan by wirtue of this Covenant : Ar 

Th ObjeTion 
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Objedon prevented, $. 8, The ſecond Pro- 
portion 5 Some of the immediate Seed ex- 
cluded ; proved from Gen. 17.19, @c. 
An Objedion anſwered. F. 9. The Inſtance 
of Eſau ir{ftedt on : why ſo particular Mei:- 
tion made of Iaac and Jacob 3 Ad. 7.8. 
$. 10. An Objetion, from the Application 
of the Seal of the Govenant, ſtated : An- 
ſwer 5, 1. The expreſs Teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture removes it. 2. Abraham was bound 
to circumciſe his Servants as well as his 
Children. 3. No Covenant-Intereſt, with- 
out Intereſt in the Promiſes of the Cove- 
nant ; Theſe not made to all that were cir- 
eumciſed. Y. 11. Circumciſion a Seal of the 
Covenant upon all, but not to all the SubjeFs 
thereof: This farther explained ; The 
Command of God, not Covenant-1n- 
tereſt, the Rule of applying Circumciſion. 
$. 12. Some Inferences from the Diſcourſe 


foregoing. 9.13. 


& 1. * Hoſe Paſſages in Geneſis that have becn 
laſt difcourſed of, give me an Occafion 

of Inlargement upon ſome things, which as they 
.. are dcduced from the Texts that have been in 
| part conlidered already 3 fo the farther clearing 
and ſixengthcning 'of them, will not only con- 
es : firm 
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firm what .hath. been already . hinted, but--alfo 


_ contribute, very much to'the right Underſfanding | 


of the Natzre and End of this Covenant of Cir-. 
cumcifion | that I am treating of 3 and to a re- 
moval of ,the Grounds of many miſtaken DeduSti- 
ons from. it, by thoſe that would trom thence 
determine the right Swbjects of Baptiſm. 

What I intend, is ſumm'd up in theſe two, 
Propotitions 5 


I. © The mediate and remote Seed of that Line 
© to which the Promiſes of the Coven.nt of 
* Circumciſion did belong, were as fully inclu- 
<« ded, and intereſied in them, as the immediate 
« Seed. 

\ 2, * From the firſt eſtabliſhing of this Cove- 
* nant, ſome of the immediate Seed of Abraham 
*© were excluded from Intcrclt in it.. | 


S. 2. I ſhall begin with the Firſt : The Truth 
of which appears ſufficiently in. the expreſsTerms 
of the Promiſes now given to Abraham, which 
run to him, and to his Seed after bim in their 
Generations , and the Covenant it ſclt is. faid.to 
be an everlaſting Covenant, which they are. lirit- 
ly commanded to keep in their Generatians 3 Gen. 
17.7, 9,13. Theſe Terms. are -uſed,  hecaule,,it 
was a Covenant in force, as ,well for the Bench 
of more remote, as nearer Generations 3 Its Promiſes 
did include, and its Law did equally bind both , 
during the whole State of the Moſaical economy. 

3 Thc 
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The Right of the remoteſt Generation, was as 
niuch derived from Abraham, and the Covenant 
made with him, as that of his immediate Seed 
was and did not at all depend apon the Faith- 
falneſs of their immediate Parents : And theretore 
the immediate Seed ot thoſe Iſraelites that tell 
in the Wildernefs under the Diſpleafure of God, 
were made to inherit the Land of Canaan, by 
virtue of this Covenant with Abraham ; who 0- 
therwiſe could never have injoyed it by virtue 
of i heir immediate Parents Stedfaftneſs tn the Co- 
venant. 


$ 3. I ſuppoſe it cannot be denyed bat groſs 
Tdolatry, was a maniteti and tuli Breach of this 
Covenant, on the part of the Idol iter, And yet 
when the Iſraelites in Ezekzel's time be.ame 
guilty of the vilett Idolatries, the Lord {till 
claims an Intcrelt in their Children by virtue of 
this Covenaut : Fezeb 16, 20. 2i, Moreover thou 
haſt taken thy Sons and thy Daughters, whom thou 
haft born unto me, and theſe haſt thou ſacrificed unto 
them to be devoured: Is this of thy Whoredoms a 
ſmall matter, that thou haſt ſlam my Children, 8c, 
The Children of an Apottatize : Iſraelite were 
God's as well as thoſe of his taithful Servants 
which could not have been, it their Covenant- 
Intcreft had been ſuſpended on the good abearing 

6f immcdiate Parents. 
And to this agrees the Story that we have of 
Mattathias his proceeding in the Refortnation of 
the 
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the Church in his dayz who, tinding that many 
had denyed their God, and forſaken his true 
Worſhip, in that time of Perſecution, did ( ac- 
cording to the Law of Moſes ) execute Juſtice 
upon as many of the Apoſtates as he could lay 
Hands on, by ſlaying them ( as Foſephus wit- 
nefſeth ) but the Children that he found to be left 
uncircumciſed in this Time of Apoſltacy, he took 
and circumciſed them: The Words of the Au- 
thor in 1 Maccab. 2. 46+ are, Kou mtpitreauoy Th 
-mxOpice Toh co mepiT wx, vom fupov &v oplors 
iopxyA, &v Ighi, This I know hath no farther 
Strength than of an humane Teſtimony ; But it 
ſpeaks fully what the ſence of thoſe Times was 
concerning the Covenant-Intereft of Children 
viz, That the Apoſtacy of their immediate Pa- 
rents could not prejudice it, fo as to render them 
uncapable of Circumciſion 3 which ſtrongly con- 
cludes their Covenant-Right to be derived from 
Abraham, and not ſuſpended upon them. And 
Moattathias who did this, was not only a Man 
zealous for the Law, but alſo one that may be 
preſumed to have underſtood it better than ma- 
ny others, ſecing he was a Prieſt, 


$. 4. And not only the Paſſages before in- 
filtted on, but the whole Current of Scripture, 
where theſe things are mentioned, runs very 
ſmoothly this way 3 but eſpecially that Phraſe 
before touched | thy Seed in their Generations ] 
will admit no other Sence 3 being by no means 
I 4 capable 
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capable of a reſtraint to the immediate Seed, but 
even as the like Exprethon Gen. 9. 12, ſecures 
Tozb's Children from drowning, by the Waters 
of an univerſal Deluge, to the end of the World; 
{o did this Promiſe give a Covenant-Intercft to 
the Seed of Abraham till the times of Retorma- 
tion, 

We exclude not the immediate Seed, viz. Iſa+ 
ac, but the Promiſe paſſcth on much farther, 
and is to be fultlled in @ Seed multiplyed exceed- 
ingly, and formed into a Kingdom, which it was 
not until Tſazc, and his immedrate Offspring al- 
ſo, were Jaid in the Dult. 

Moreover 3 The Inheritance promiſed in the 
Land of Canaan, 1s given to this Seed tor an ever- 
Jaſting Poſſeſſion > which was fulhlled in their 
ſucceſſive inberiting of it trom Generation to'Ge- 
neration 3 theretore the Seed intended was ſuch 
as ſhould be propagated thro' many Generations, 
the laſt of which are as directly here ſpoken of as 
the fr{t 3 Circumcifion being to be obſerved by 
them (upon the account of the Promiſe, and 
' Command now given) for an everlaſting Covenant :; 
© The Relation of the carnal Seed, to God, in an 
* extcrnal, typical Covenant the Inheritance of 
_ < Cangan by virtue thereof 3 and the Scal of Cir- 
* cu- cifion3 are all of one Date, and did all 
_ «expire together. | 


$. 5. That theſe things may be the better un- 
derliood, we mull farthcr obſerve, 
© This 


————— 
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« This Covenant of Circumciftion was the 
* Foundation -upon which the Chaich-Stare ao 
* Trecl atter- the Fleſh was built. 

I do not. fay, that their Church«State was 
exactly, and compleatly formed by this Ordinance 
alone Kut this-1 intend 3 That in the Covenant 
of Circumcifion were contained the firft Rnd 
ments of that in the Wilderneſs, and the latter 
was the tiling up; and compleating. of the for- 
mer 5 yea it was made with them #n_Parſuznce of 
it; and for. the full Accomplithniene of the 
Promiſcs now made to Abraham; And there- 
fore the Priviledge of the carnal Sced of A» 
braham by virtue of the Covenant of Circumci- 
ſion, can riſe no higher than the Advantage, and 
Priviledg of a Jew, by virtue of the Covenant in 
the Wildernefs. 


$. 6. For the Confirmation of this, I ſhall of- 
fer theſe things. 

Firlt, Circumciſion was th: Entrance into, and 
Boundary of Communion in the Jewiſh Church; 
and it was made ſo by the expreſs Command of 
God himſelf, who firzightly injoyned, chat who- 
loever brake the Covenant by the neglect of 
Circumciſion, ſhould be cut off from his People: 
Gen. 17.14, And as it was to them & Gate of 
Priviledg, fo was it no Icls a Bond of Dmuty, 
not only obliging them to ob: y the Will of God 
ſo far as it was now-made known to Abraham 
bat alſo, to the Obſervation ct all thoſe Laws 

and 
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and Ordinances that were after delivered to 
them by Moſes, when fo delivered: For the 
circumciſed Perſon was « Debtor to keep the whole 
Law: Gal. 5. 3. And this Obligation did reſult 
from its proper Vſe and End, in its primitive Inſti» 
tution; for we rcad not of its Appointment to 
any new End by Moſes, nor of any Uſe it wag 
aſſigned to, de novo, which it had not (at leaſt 
virtually ) from its firſt Apprintment ; It was from 
firſt to laſt, a viſible Charafer upon this People 
as ſeparated unto God trom- other Nations, and 
as ſuch they made their Boaſt of it: And there- 
fore it may be concluded to belong unto that 
Covenant, from which all their Rights, and 
Priviledges, as ſuch a People, did ſpring 3 and 
where the Sign was not varied, there was no 
eſſential Variation, or Change in the Covenant it 
ſelf. 


$. 7. Secondly, All the Advantage, and Pri- 
viledg, of Ifrael after the Fleſh, is in the New 
Teſtament, expreſly referred to the Covenant of 
Circutmcifion 3 For thus the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks by 
Pan! Rom. 3. 1. What Advantage then hath the 
ew ? Or what Profit is there of Ctreumciſion ? You 
ſee theſe Phraſes 3 | The Advantage of the Few | 
and | The Profit of Circumciſion | are (et down as 
Convertible; they import the ſame thing 3 what 
belongs to the one, belongs to the other : And 
wherever Circumcilion is mentioned in the 
New-Teſtament, it is ſpoken of as no lefs be- 
| longing 
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longing to the Moſaical Oceconomy ( tho? the 
lirft Inſtitution was not of Moſes, bur of the 
Fathers ) than any other part of the Law firlt 
giv-n by him and boaſting in Circurmcition is 
cltecmed a boalting in the Fleſh, as much 
as boaſting in any other Old-Teſtament 
Priviledg of the Jew 3 Phil. 3. From all which 
we may ſafely conclude, that the Covenant of Cir- 
cumtiſion was of the fame Kind with the Levitical 
Covenant, afterwards annexed to it, or rather built 
upot! it, for the full *accompliſhing of its De- 
tipn | 

i might a!fo infiſt upon Levi”s paying Tithes in 
Abraham; which conld not have been reckoned 
to him, if he had not been in Abraham confide- 
red as an Head in ſome Covenant Tranſacion, 
wherein {evi was Covenanted for, by Abrabam: 
Neither could this have been pleaded by the A- 
poltle as it is in Heb. 7.9, 10. if that Covenant 
in which the Levitical Prieſthood was founded, 
and to which it did belong, had not been 
originally niade with Abrabam, But 1 paſs 
this, 


S. $8. Thirdly, The Scriptures do every where 
affirm, That the Lord brought up Iſrael our of 
Egypt, formed their Church-State by eſtabliſh- 
ing the Order of his ſolemn Worſhip among 
them, and gave them.the Land of Canaan in 
Poſſcition, in Remembrance of his Covenant with 
Abraham 3 aid for the fulhlling of the Promiſes 

| thereot; 
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thercof : For Inſtance let theſe Places be well 
weighed 5 Exod. 2.24, 25, Dent. 29. 10,——13. 
Neb. 9.7, 8,9, &c. Pſal. 78. with Pſal. 105, 
And herein was he known to them by his Name 
FEHOVAH, as giving Being to his Promiſe 
in the actual Accompliſhment of it, which their 
Fathers did depend upon his Alſufficiency for : 
Cont. Exod. 6. with Gen. 17. 1. Thus if we 
follow the Clue of Scripture in our Enquiries 
after the Original of the Covenant of Peculiarity 
made wich Tſrael after the Fleſh, it will certain- 
ly guide us to that Covenant which God made 
with  Abrab:m for his natural Offspring, and 
ſealed by Ctrcumcifion., And yet that Covenant 
of Pecaliarity is in the New Teliament always 
fiyicd 014, and Carnal , a Covenant from which 


the Goſpel Covenant 15 diſtinguiſhed z and to which 


it is in many Reſpecis oppaſed : Sce Fer.31.31,—34, 
and Heb. 8. 8, —13, | 

Neither doth there lye any juſt Exception 
againſt what hath been (aid, from the Inlarge- 
ment of the Terms and Articles of this Covenant 
in the Conſummation thereof in the Wilderneſs 
for that will not in the lea(t infer any ſubſtantial 
Difference of this Covenant from the Covenant 
of Circumciſion 3 ſccing it is no more than God 


hath done by the Goſpel, with reſpect to the | 


New-Covenant that was confirmed in Chritt un- 
to Abraham, which being firſt ſummed up in 
one Promiſe, In thee ſhall a!l Nations be Bleſſed, 
was abundantly inlarged, cleared, tilled up with 

its 


— 
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its own Ordinances, and made the' intire Rule 
of the Church's Obedience, when the Fxlneſs of 
Time came which thar Promiſe had refre& tos 
And-yet the New Teliament is not another Goſ- 
pcl differing from that preached to Airabam, or 
another Covenant differing from thar | betore 
confirmed of God in Chrifi 3 In like manner the 
filling 'up of this Covenant of Circumcition was 
reſerved to the time-of God's performing what 
he now promiſed unto Abraham, without the 
leaſt change of the Nature or Deſi ign of the Co- 
venant it felt. 


$.9. We come now to the ſecond Propoſition : 
viz, © That from the tirli Eftablithmenr of this 
** Covenant, ſome of the' immediate Sced of Mins 
© ham were excluded. 

The Promiſes thereof did belong "* Wſaae's 
Line in their Generations, from Age to Age3 buc 
they did not appertain to the immediate Seed 
of Abraham by Hagar or by Ketarah 3 Their ex- 
tent being relirained by the expreſs Caution 
of God himſelt, to whom it belonged to ſet:the 
Bounds of this Covenant-Relation and Interctt, 
and that in the very firft making of the Cove- 
nant of Circumciſion with Abrabam:. Read: dili- 
gently Gen. 19.19,20,21, In Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be 


called It was Iſaat's. Seed and nor IþmaePs that 


the Lord! would fet apart tor himſelf, and would 
give the Land of Canaan unto," andieftablithy his 
tolemn Worlhip amibrg them ite: bevanGod wn- 

to 
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to them. And vet Abraham was as much, a Be- 
liever, and as much in Covenant with God, as to 
his perſonal Intereſt in the ovenant of Grace, 
when he begat the one as when he begac the 6- 
cher. 

If it be objeted, That Ihmact was at firſt 
included, and intcrefied jn che Covenant, but 
was afterwards rejected and calt out tor his 
prophane mocking at Iſaac: It will be anſwer- 
ed 3 

That ſuch a Suppolition is againſt the ex- 
preſs Words and Letter of the Text before u- 
ged. and the Limitation which God the Auchor 
of tne Covenant made of its Promiſes therein ; 
Befoxe Iſhmael was circumciſcd God declares 
that he gave not the Promiſes of his Covenant 
unto him, but to Tſaze with whom it ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed; So that Þpmael's bein? calt out of 
Abraham's Family afterwards,will in no wile infer 
that till then he was in Covenant 3 but only 
thus much, That then it was made more ma- 
nifeſt than ever. that the Covenant appertained 
not to him, and that he muli be conluded under 
the Exception that was before laid in againſt 
him. And the divine Conhrmation of what 
Sarah then required is pxounded upon that Re- 
velation of his Will that he now made unto 
Abraham, as will be evident to him that com- 
pares Ger. 17. with Chap. 21.12, 13. Caſt out the 
Bond-Woman and bir Son, For in Waac ſhall 
thy Seed be called. And therfore Abraham did 


after- 
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afterwards voluntarily ſend his Sons by Ketwrah, 
far away from Iſaac,” and from the promiſed 
Land : Gen. 25, 1,-—6. altho? theſe were guilty 
of no ſuch Wickedneſs as Iſhmael who mocke 

at Iſaac; but for ought appears might be very 
holy and good Men, the true Children of Abra- 
ham by Faith, according to the Tenour of the 
Covenant of Grace 3 tho* they might not be 
Joynt- Heirs with Jſzac, according to the Tenour 
of the Covenant of Circumcifion, 


S. 10. It is moreover to be obſerved ; Not- 
withſtanding the Covenant-Seed of Abraham was 
called in Iſaac, and his immediate Children were 
only two Sons, Eſax and Facob 3 yet the Right 
of this Covenant-Blefſing did not equally deſcend 
upon them both, but once more the Lord rec- 
ſtrains it by the Rejefion of Eſau and choofing of 
Facob, and that before the Children had done 
either good or evilz That the purpoſe of God 
according to Ele&ion might ſtand 3 and that he 
might here ſet before us an awful Type of his 
Soveraingty in the aſter Diſpenſation of the 
Grace of the Goſpel : Eſau (indeed ) did after- 
wards by the profane ſelling of his Birth-right, 
and deſpiſing the Inheritance, . _ 
render himſelf manifelily un- agg wn THAYs 

wi 41. I. 2, &%s 
worthy of the Bleſſing 3 but xz. g. 10,-—13. 
before this, God had declared 
that Facob and his Seed, and not Eſa, ſhould 
inherit the Promiſes of this Coyecnant.' . 
h An 


« ” #1 YCCNa? , ap. 5 


And poitibly ic may be from hence tht Ifzac 
and Facob arc 1d particularly mentioned 4&G.7,8, 
becauſe of the ſpecial Limitation of the Prouuſcs 
to them 3 and becauſe they were the Seed brought 
forth an the virtue of the Promiſe given to Abra- 
ham. | 


S. 11. Thus plain do theſe thing Iye before 
us in the Hiftory of the Scripture, That they will 
hardly be called into Quyeltion, if our minds be 
not prepoſſe}t with ſome particular Notion unto 
which they are not ſuited : But it is carncltly 
picaded by fone, ** That all the immediate Secd 
** of Abrah2m were intereſted in this Covenant, 
<© and that che tixit Kight in its Promiſe, did be- 
©. long unto them 3 inaſmuch as the Scal of the 
{© Covenant was applycd to them all, in thcir 
-< Circumciſion 3 the doing of which mult be ab- 
& ſurd,and uſclefs, it they had not been Partics in 
* that Covenant unto which this Scal did bcloag, 

To thr, I anſwer: 

1. It is no way meet our ugcertain Conycc- 
twes, or Intercnccs, ſhould be oppoſed to the 
expreſs Teliimony of God. himfcl1r; or that his 
Wifdom thould be called inco Qucfiion upon 
their Account : Now tho? .God laid his Com- 
inand upon Abraham to circumciſe Ihmacl, yet 
at the fame time he tc!ls him-that his Covenant 
ſhould be efiabliſhed with Iſaac, excluding Iþ- 
'mael, unto. whom he will not grant ( tho' by 
Abrabam interceded.tor ) a Joynt-Intereſt with 
ED | Tſazs 
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Iſaac in this Covenant 3 but diſmiſſeth his Claim, 
and lays out his Portion by himſelf, in another 
interior Blefling. 

2. Abrabam was as firidly bound to circum- 
ciſe all the Males in his Family, that were bought 
with his Mony of the Stranger, that was not of 
his Sced, and the Children of thoſe Bond-Ser- 
vants, that were born in his Houſe, as he was 
his own Children, Gen. 17. 12,13. And this Qb- 
ligation remained upon the Heirs of his Cove= 
nant in their Generationsz And yet none of 


' theſe Sexvants ( no nor yet [hmael ) were here- 


by made Partics in the Covenant, ſo as that the 
Promiſes: of it ſhould be: fealed unto them, -by 
Circumcilion, as their own: Inheritance : And, 

3. To ſuppoſe an Intereit in the Covenant; 
without a Right to the Promiſes thereof, is to 
introduce a mcer Chimera or Fancy, inſtcad of a 
real Covenant-Interelt2 Now the Promiſes of 
this Covenant are, that God will give unto the 
Seed of Abraham, called in Tſaac, the Land of 
Canaan for an evcilaliing Pofſetſionz and that 
he will be a God to them in their Generations, 
and they ſhall be a peculiar People unto him ; 
And can we ſuppoſe that theſe Promiſes did be- 
long to Iſhmael, and to the Bond-Servants in 
Abraham's Family ? or were they ever made good 
to them? If not ſeeing the Performance of 
theſe Promiſes was the fulfilling of the Cove- 
nant on God's part, whoſe Faithfulneſs is to all 
Generations, we muſt —_— they never _ 
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-the Grant of them, or an Intereſt in them: And if 
the Promiſes of the Covenant did not belo:'g to 
them.then were they not Parties in Covenant: and 
it not in Covenant; then they were not circumciſed | 
upon the account of their own Covenant-Intereſt, 


but in obedience to the particular, and poſitive Com- 
mand of God. Tis 


8. 12, It appears therefore, from what hath 
been already ſaid; that Circumciſion was a Seal 
of the Covenant pox al, but not'to all, that were 
circumciſed 3 it was a Seal of the Covenant w#nto 
#he Children of the Covenant, and gave them admiſi- 
on to all the Bleſſings promiſed therein 3 but it did 
not make their Slaves free of the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael, nor was it given for their fakes And if 
they could not claim the outward Priviledge of an 
Tjraelite thereby » it will hardly be granted that 
ftingly upon the account of their being bought 
by a Jew (tho? their Maſter himſelf, perhaps, 
had no Intereſt in the Covenant of Grace ) they 
lhould be made the SubjeRs of a New Covenants 
Blefting 3 and that, whether they knew, or were 
capable of conſenting to the Terms of that Co- 
venant, -or not 3 For that might be the Caſe of 
many of them, ſeeing the Law concerned ſuch 
as were purchaſed in their Infancy, as well as 
thoſe of riper Years 3 As well the: one as the 
othcr muſt needs be circumciſed, becauſeiof the Com- 
mand given to his Maſter. Perhaps this might 
\ belong to the typical Holineſs of the Family of an 
\ Iſz:lite [0 
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Tfraclite ; but whether we can fully underſiand 
the Reaſon of ir or not 3 it ſufficeth, that the 
wiſe God ordained ic ſo to be. However this is 
certain, that it was the poſitive Command af God, 
and not fimply Covenant- Intereſt, that was the 
Rule according to which Circumciſion was ad- 
miniſtred, and by which, both the Subjects, and 
Cir. umſtances of it, were determined £ And {6 
mult it be in all chings of like Nature 3 For in 
Matters -of poſitive Right, we can have no War- 
rant for:our Practice \but from a poſitive Precept:; 
For things of this kind fall not within the compaſs 
of Common Light, or general Principles of natu- 
ral -Rehgion3 but have their Original from; 4 
particnlar, diſtin#, and independent Witd of the Laws 
giver: And thercfote Interences buile upon gene- 
ral Notions may- foon lead us into Miſtakes a- 
bout them 3 it upon ſuch Inferences we form 
a Ru'e to our ſclves of Yarger Extent than the 
expreſs Words of the Inflitution do warrant. 


'$. 13. The OY rn down, being thus 
far explained and confirmed I ſhall draw toa 
clofe of this Chapter with an Inference or two, 
grounded upon the foregoing Diſcutſe, ; 

1. 'He that holds himſelt obliged by the Com- 
mand, and intereſted in the Promiſes ot the Cove- 
nant of Circumcilion,is equally concerned in the whole 

them 3 ſeeing »bey togerher are that Covenant 3 
> greens. RM now to ſpeak of the 
Yoke of the Law — thercunto ) -he _ 

- Wl 
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will apply one Promiſe or Branch of this Cove- 
rant to the carnal Seed of a believing Parent 
( elteeming every ſuch Parent to have an Intereſt 
in the Covenant coordinate with Abraham's ) 
ought ſeriouſly. to conſider the whole promiſſory 
Part of the Covenant, in the true Import and 
Extent thereof 3 and ſee whether he can make 
ſuch an Application of it togeth-r, without manitekt 
Abſurdity 3 For, (to pals by other things ) It E 
may conclude my Concern in this Covenant to 
be ſuch as that by one Promiſe thereof I am aſ- 
ſured, That God hath | taken my immediate 
Seed into Covenant with himſelf, I muſt on the 
C ame ground conclude alſo, that my Secd in re- 
mote Gencrations ſhall be no lcfs in Covenant 
with him, feeing the Promiſe runs to the Seed 
in their Generations, yea, and that this Seed ſhall 
be ſeparated from other Nations as a * 19-97 
People unto God, and ſhall have the Land of Ca- 
14an for an everlaſting Poſſeſſion 3 leeing all theſe 
| things are included in the Covenant of Circum- 
cifion ; But inaſmuch as theſe things cannot be 
allowed, nor are by any that I know of pleaded 
for z we mutt conclude, That Abraham was con- 
tidered in this Covenant, not in the Capacity or 
Reſpc, of a private believing Parent, but of one 
choſen of God, to be the Father of, and a Faderat 
Root unto a Nation, that for ſpecial Ends ſhould be 
{ſeparated unto God by a peculiar Covenant : And 
when thoſe Ends are accompliſhed, the Cove- 
nant it (elf by which they obtaincd that Right, 
| and 
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and Relation, muſt ceaſe; And the like cannot 


| be pleaded for by any other, without a reviving 
. of the whole Occonomy built thereupon. 


2. Their Notion, who aſſert this Covenant- 
Intereſt, to be the Baſis of ſuch a foederal Holi- 


| neſs of Believers Children. under the New-Teſfta- 


ment, as gives them a Right to Baptiſm, doth 
moreover labour under theſe Inconveniencies. 

1. They generally fixaiten the Terms of Co- 
venant-Intercſt (if we conſider it as derived 
upon 1ſzac's Line ) by reſtraining it tothe imme- 
diate Offspring, which in this Covenant was not 
ſo reſtrained, but came as fully upon remote Gene- 
rations and alſo by excluding the Servants and 
Slaves of Chriltians, with the Children" born 
of them, from that Priviledg which they ſup- 
poſe them to have enjoyed under the Old-Te- 
ſtament, in being ſealed with the Sign or To- 
ken of the Covenant of Grace. | But then 

2. On the other hand ( according t@ what 
hath been already proved ) they make a Believer's 
Intereſt in this Covenant of larger Extent, than 
ever Abraham's was in Truth; For ' chey will 
have all the immediate Seed of Believers to be 
included in it 3 whereas we ſec, of-all the Sons 
of Abraham according to the Flcth, . but dwe only 
Tſaxc was admitted to the Inheritance of the Blg(- 
ing, and Promiſes'of this Covenant. 
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CHAP. VIL 


The great Promiſe, Gen. 17. 7,8. propoſed, in 
order to a more ſeri Enquiry into the pro- 
er meaning, and extent thereof « What 
ſome colle from it. Q.1. Several things 
are premiſed in order to a right Under- 
ſtanding of it. $.2. Ifrael to be conlidered 
in a twofold Reſpet under the Mofaical 
Qeconomy 3, 1. As the whole Body of the 
*People was conſtituted in a typical Church+ 
ate. 2. As many of them were by Faith, 
Members of the ſpiritaal Church. $. 3. The 
Iſrael of God in Iſrael, remained under the 
Law till Chriſt came : Tho' they obtained 
gternal Life in Circumciſion, and under the 
Law, yet net by Circumciſion, nor by the 
Low : The Promiſe inquired into belongs 
to the Fewiſh Church ;, and was fulfilled to 
the *Body of that People. SF. 4. The Promiſe 
filly opened; It was an Engagement of God 


to make good the Covenant : It gives no | &, 


particular (Good beyond what is contained 
in 
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in particular Promiſes. F. 5. The ſence given, 
Farther confirmed ; This "Promiſe added 
both to the Old Covenant, and the New : 
No proof that the Covenant of Circumyciſzon 
was the Covenant of Grace dedycible from it, 
$. 6. A brief view of the Hiſtory of its Ac+ 
compliſhment to Wrael. $. 7. All the Blef 
{ings of Wrael after the Fleſh, as fuch, fall * 
ſhort of the Bleſſings of the New-Covenant : * 
The firſt Tender of the Goſpel belonged to the - 
Jews ; At. 2. 39, 39.. opened. y. 8. The | 
Covenant of Circumciſion was not that Co- 
wenant of Grace, which God brings all. the | 
Ele& into; nor immediately a Covenant 0 
ſpiritual * Bleſſings : The ſolemn Worſhip of 
God not preſently confined to Abraham's ' 
Family thereby. F. 9. The *Patriarchs, and 
other holy Men then living, were not bound 
to be circumciſed, tho' intereſted in the Co- 
venant of Grace as well as Abraham 3 The 
Conſequence hereof. $. 10. The Bucſtion a» 
bout Taft Church-mcmberſhip conſidered. 
$. 11. Five things propoſed in order to the ' 
clearing of it : No Argument for | Pado- 
Baptiſm can be taken from thence, 5, 12, 
Y&. ay will be expedient, in the next Place, 


more fully to fearch ont th «try eueaning,” 
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and extent of that great Promiſe in the Covenan* 
of Circumciſion, which was before but briefly 
touched upon viz, I will eſtabliſh my Covenant —- 
to be a God wnto thee, and to thy Seed after thee. 
Gen. 17.7. And again, The Promiſe of Canaan 
ro Iſrael for an everlaiting Poſſeſſion, is backed 
with the ſame Aſſurance and I will be their God 1 
v. 8, This Enquiry is the more neceſſary, becauſe 
many conccive, That the intire Bleſſing of the 
New-Covenant is comprehended in theſe words 3 
ſecing the like Promile 1s giyen forth as the Sum- 
mary and Afſurance of that Covenant in Fer. 31. 
and Heb. 8. And hereupon they conclude it is 
the Covenant of Grace that God is now making 
with Abraham. and which he ſcaled with Circum- 
cizon 3 and that ſpiritual Bleflings are thereby 
directly bequeathed to him both tor himſelf, and 
his Seed 3 and conſequently, it was no other 
than Intereſt in the Grace and Promiſe of the 
 New-Covenant, that was ſealed to his Infant Seed by 
Circumciſion. | 
This Notion militates againſt diverſe things 
that have been before pointed at in the Account we 
have given of this Tranſain > But_ I conceive, 
upon a more thorough Diſquifition, it will be 
found without ſufhcient Strength to ſhake thoſe 
Principles that are already laid down, and mult 
yer be built upon, in the Progreſs of our Diſcourſe; 
In order therefoge to free you from any Intangle- 
mcnt by Objections raiſed from hence 3. I ſhall 
| procecd gradually, tq the Solution of the doubt 
 I,OVER, | S.2, And 
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$. 2. And, that I may not be miſunderſtood 


| in what is to follow, I ſhall prepare my way by 


offering, theſe things to ſerious Thoughts: 

I. A conſiderable time before this TranſaQion 
recorded Gen. 17, the Covenant of Grace was by 
God confirmed unto Abraham in Chritt Jeſus 3 and 
that not only in the Capacity of @ private Believer ; 
but as one bearing the Relation of @ Father to all 
Believers : And this Relation is peculiar to him(elt ; 
none can claim a Partnerſhip with him there- 
in, 

2, In the eſtabliſhment of this Covenant, there 
was a Seed promiſed unto him, that ſhould certain- 
ly inherit the ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings there- 
of for the Promiſe was ſure unto all the Seed : But 
this was aSeed of Believers collected out of all Nati- 
ons,and united to Chriſt by Faith,and not zbe Chil- 
dren of Abraham according to the Fleſh; as is ma- 
nifcit almoſt in every Page of the New-Teltamenr, 
And, | 

3+ Ir hath been moreover proved, That God 
did chooſe Abrabam to be the Root, and Father 
of a typical People, even of a Nation, the whole 
Body of which he would take into a peculiar Re- 
lation, and Nearneſs to himſelt 3 and upon whom 
he would beſtow many great Favours and Privi- 
ledges,until the fulneſs of Time came for the bring- 
ing forth of that Seed unto which the Promilſcs 
of the New-Covenant did eminently appertain. 

4. One great End of this Separation of Abra- 
bam and his Seed by 1ſaac from all other Families 


in 
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in the Earth, was tbe bringing forth of the Meſſiah 
in his Line, and the evident Accompliſhment of 
the great and firſt Promiſe therein : This was a Pri» 
viledg that Abraham had in the Fleſh, and his 


Seed derived from him 3 That they were (et apart 


2s a ſpecial Channel, thro' which the promiſed 


Seed ſhould be derived and brought torth into the. 


World: Rom.9.4.,5- And theretore z 
5. On this account their Priviledg, and Cave- 
nant-ftate was ſecured unto 


See Dr. Owens them, ſoas they eould never | 


OS the : Wh . 
pry =o "IH_ ns be wtterly divefted of it in their 


Generations 3 until the great | 


End of it was accompliſhed by the Meſſiab's being 
come in the Fleſh: And that then it was to ceaſe, 
the Nature of the thing it f(clf ſufhciently de- 
monſirateth, in that it was now brought to the 
limited Time, and End, appointed to it: And 
hereupon all the carnal Priviledges, and Ordi= 
nances of Worſhip ſuited to that State, did ne- 
ccifarily ceaſe and become uſeleſs alſo. 

6, During the time wherein their Covenant re= 
tained its fill Vigor, and all their carnal Privi- 
ledges remained good to them in their utmoſt ex 
zent, all their Advantage lay ſhort of Intereſt in the 
| Covenant of Grace; This they could never claim- 
' - by virtucof a carnal Deſcent from Abraham : Mat.. 
3-9. For it was not a carnal Relation to Abraham, 
but walking #n the ſteps of bis Faith, that alone could 
intereſt them in this Covenant, and the Bleſſigs 
thereof : This the Apoſtle profeſſedly diſcourſes 

i 


n 
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_ in Rom. 4. and many othey places: So then, 
ths 


| $. 3. 7. Fhe carnal, and the ſpiritual Seed, 
as alſo the Covengnts whercin their reſpeRtive 
Privitedges are Hated, were from the Beginning, 


- int their own Natnre, diftinit the one from the o- 


ther 3 Altho?, during the Minority of the Church, 
under the Moſaiczt Ceconomy, thefe different 
BIcthngs did ordinarily mees im the ſame Sxbjetis: 
For in that time the Seed of Abrahans after the 
| Fleſh cores under a twofold Confideration. 
| 1, The whole Body of them is to be couſfide- 
[000 3s a People fepanatcd unto God for the Ends 
betoxe mentioned, and formed into a typical State 
by the Law of Moſes,vetted with carnal Priviledges, 
and having an earthly Inheritance 3 which things 
were typi atot ſpiritual Bleffin-s under the Goſpel. 
2, As a great number ot them were made the 
true and rea} Members of the fpiritua} Church, 
and Affemibly of the redecmed of the Lord, who 
did by Faith inherit and enjoy th: ſe ſpiritual 
Blefſings, which the outw rd Priviledg of the 
carnal Jew, was but a ſhadow of : For that Na- 
tion was {Oo mads a typical Churchy as that they 
were alſo the only trac vifc6he Charch that God then 
had i» the World ; And theretore while the Wall 
ot Separation livod betwixt them ad the Gen» 
tiles.the Oracles ot God were con:mitted to them, 
and his true Worſhip wa+. fetrlea among them 
the Covenants of Promiſe wen« given to them, 
and the we y of Salvation by a Covenant of ne 
thro? 
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thro* the promiſed Seed, was made known ( tho? 
but darkly) among, themz and the Blood of 
God's ſpecial Ele did generally run in their 
Veines3 that Pcople who were ſavingly intereſted 
in God, and truly holy, being, for the moſt part 
found amongſt them, while the Gentiles lived 


without God in the World : ( Thus, I fay, it was | 


ordinarily tor even then the Grace of God might 
ſuperabound to ſome tew among the Gentiles ) 
And therefore thar Church that was really, and 


not only typically, Holineſs to the Lord, was found | 


within the Compaſs of their Encloſure : Thus as 
Iſaac was not only a Type of the Children of Pro- 
miſe in the New-Teſtament, but was alſo one of 
them that did by Faith truly inherit the ſpiritual 
Bleſling of Abraham; and Facob was not only a 
Type of the Ele& Seed, but alfo a real Part thereof 3 
ſo the like. may be faid of all that came after 
of the Circumciſion, who were not of the Circumciſion 
only ; but, did alſo walk in the Steps of the Faith 
of their Father Abraham, which he had, being yet un- 
circumciſed, They were in one reſpe&t a Type, 
and in another, true Members, of the general 4ſ- 
ſembly and Church of the Firſt-borne: Tho* the 
one of theſe they found as pertaining to the Fleſh 3 
the other, they obtained by Faith, 7 


$. 4. And, of this Iſrael in Iſrael, two things 
2re to be obſerved 3 | 

I. That notwithſtanding their Intereſt in the 
Promiſe by Faith, they were not freed from-the 

| Yoke 


, | Yoke and Diſcipline of Moſes his Law, until 
10” | Chriſt came : They were indeed, Children, even 
of the Children of Abrabam on a ſpiritual Account 
EIT | and by the Grace of a free Promiſe, which: the 
ed | [aw could not diſannul, they were relieved from 
"wy | its Rigor, as to their ſpiritual and cteraal State 
ed. | put being Children under Age, the Pedagogy they 
'as | were under, differed nothing from that of Servants ; 
zht | either could they be diſcharged of this School- 
Þ Maſter before Chriſt came. 
nd 2. They were bleſſed with ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
nd | .nd had Intereſt in eternal Life, in Circumciſion 
aS andunder the Law; but none of, them obtained 
r0- | this by Circumciſion, or by the Law : That whole Oc- 
of conomy that 1ſrael after the Fleſh was under, was, 
ual | ;7. and by, it ſelf inſufficient and weak,as to the End 
/ 2 | of eternal Happineſs, and the Juttification of a 
f 3- | Sinner before God, in order thereto: It could 
fer | not make the Comers thereunto perfei, nor make 
ion | the carnal Seed Heirs of ſpiritual Bleſſings; But a 
ith Right to them was evermore grounded upon a ſpi- 
en-.| ritual Relation to Abraham, and Intereſt in that 
P*s' | Promiſe which the Covenant of Circumciſion was 
H-' | but an Hand-maid to: And therefore thoſe that 
he. | ::fed in their carnal Priviledges,and ſought eternal 
hs Happineſs from them, did pervert their true End, 
+ | and could never obtain what they followed after. 
Lafily, To conclude 3 The Covenant of Cir- 
185 | cumcifion did belong to the Body of the carnal 
Seed, even to the Jewiſh Churchz The Foanda- 
Ie | tion of their State is laid therein, and their Right 
wa | and 
AC 
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and Priviledg is thereby cxpreſly ſtated, in their 
Generations 3 And theretorc, as we readily grant 
the Promife, now under confideration, to belong 
to the Seed of Abraham atter the Fleſh 3 ſo we 46 
with good Rcafon affirm, that it muſt be raken 
in ſuch a fence as we may hnd verihcd in that 
Peopk and Nation, unto whom it did belong 
and that fhall no ways contradi@, or interfere 
with, the general Deſign of the Goſpel, or the 
plain and indiſputable Scnce of other Texts of 
Scripture. | 


$.5. Theſe things being premiſed, we ſhall 
now come more cloſe to the Words themſelves, 
and enquire what that Good, and Bleſſing is, which 
by them is enſecred rnto this Seed of Abraham, 
That this Promiſe, I will be their God; with 
that foregoing in Gen 17.7. do give @ general 
Aſſeerance of ſome Good to the People in Covenant, 
is evident 3 but that they are Promiſes of ſome 
particuler Good, or Bleſſing, that is of an higher 
Nature then is comprehended in any other Promiſes 
of the Covenant, is not to be ſuppoſed 3 For, 
the true Import of this general Promiſe is 3 
* That God hath ingaged himſelf, and all the 
* Propertics of his Nature, for the exact fulfilling 
* of all the Promifes of rhe "Covenant now made 
** with them, according to the true Tenor, and 
' © Conditions of the ſaid Cor 
Be Dade, 2 © venant. All the divine Per 
On bitt fettions are taid in w Nalgy 
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that the Promiſes ſhall not' fail on God's Part ; 
ſeeing as need requires they ſhall be all exerted for 
the Good and Advantage of this People in ful- 
tiling the Promiſes given to them : But ſtill theſe 
Communications of God to them, and Adings 
for them, both in reſpe& of the Bleflings he will 
beftow, as alſo the Terms and Conditions on 
which they ſhall be beſtowed, are limited by the 
Covenant he hath made with them, and the Na- 
ture, and Extent of the Promiſes thereof. 

And this will more plainly appear to be the 
true Sence, if we duly weigh the Terms of the 
Promiſe enquired into 3 (Twill be their God, i. e. 
a God to them; They ſhall have Interclt in all the 
PerfeQtions of my Nature ) For, 

Either God is obliged by this Promiſe to com- 
municate himſelf, in the higheſt Degree poſſible 
to all choſe to whom it is made, and to do the 
utmoſt for- them that may;be-doge, wittionr im« 
plying a 'ContradiQtion to his Being, .and,the in» 
finite PerfeQions thereot,and fo co bring them ab- 
ſolutely to the utmolt Degree of Happineſs, that 
omnipotent Goodneſs can raiſe them, to 3, or elſe 
the Good promiſed muſt fall under ſome partt- 
cular Limitation : It it fall under any Limitatj- 


on > ( as certainly it doth ) Thoſe Bounds mult 


be ſet, either by the Import of the Terms in 
which the Promiſe is made, as conſidered abſo- 
lately, and by themſclves or ſome other way : 
The firſt cannot be affirmed; for the Terms arc ge- 
aeral, and indcterminate 3 Therefors it is fome 

other 
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other way to be limited 3 and that muſt-be by 
the particular Promiſes, and Conditions of that Cv. 


venant, unto which this general Promiſe doth | 


belong 3 And if ſo, then there. is rot, nor can 


be, any greater Good promiſed thereby, then what: 


the Nature 'of that Covenant admits of, and its 
particular Promiſes give a Right in, to them chat 
are Parties concerned. | : | 

« And theſe things being ſo 3 None can from 
© hence prove a Grant of ſpiritual Bleſſings to, 
© nor yet a Right in Goſpel Ordinances for, the 
& carnal Seed of Abraham, or of any Bcliever, as 
* ſuch 3 tak(s he could produce a particular Pro- 
©* miſe which did contain ſuch a Grant, or give 
« ſuch a Right, unto thetn. Hs 


$.6. So then, That which is principally in- 
tended, and fully expreſs'd in this Ingagement, is 
no more than the neceſſary Reſult of any Covenant- 
Tranſafion 'of God with Men For where his 
Truth is once ingaged in a Promiſe, there all the 
Properties of his Nature are ingaged reſpeQively, 
for the making good of that Promiſe: And there- 


fore, Such a Promiſe as in its own Nature, con- ; 


tains no more, than @ general Aſſurance of any 
Covexant that God makes with Men,cannot by it (elf 
be the diſtinguiſhing Charafter of any one Cove- 
nant, in Oppoſition to, or Contradiſtinion from 
another 3 neirher doth it determine of what kind 
the promiſed Bleſſings ate, or #he way whercin 
they ſhall be injoyed» | 

And 
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And hence it is that you find this Promile, 
cqually and indifferently annexed both to the 
O1d Covenant and the New the Covenant of Works 
and that of Grace: The Truth of this will be mani- 
felt by a diligent Conference of Heb. 8. with 
Fer. 31. and this with Gen. 17. and Exod. 6.7, 
and Deut. 26. 17, 18. There is no Reaſon there- 
tore to conclude, Becauſe we find this Promiſe 
in the Covenant of Grace, every Covenant in 
which it is found, mult be of the ſame Nature y 


| for the Covenant is not meaſured by this Promiſe z 


but e contra, its ſpecial Impoxst, is limited by the 
Covenant to which it belongs, 


$. 7. Thus far I have indeavoured to ſet before 
you the Genzuine Sence, and truc Interpretation of 
this great Promiſe in the Covenant of Circumciſi- 
on, and to give you the Reaſons by which it is 
confirmed; And it may add ſome farther Light 
to what hath been ſaid, briefly to repreſent the 
Hiltory of its Accompliſhment, from the holy 
Scriptures, which take, as followeth. | 

The Lord did abundantly. bleſs Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Facob, and guided chem with his Eye in all 
their Peregrinations from Nation to Nation, and 
from one Kingdom to another Peoplez and when 
he brake the whole Staff of Bread in the Land 
of Canaan, and the adjacent Countrys, he made. 
Proviſion, by a wonderful Series of Providences, 
for the Saſtentation of Facob's Family, by ſending 
Foſepb beloxe them into tha Land of Egypp, and 
>ÞD3.3 e 
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for their: Sakes raiſing him unto a Capacity, not 


only to fecure them from Want, but alſo to prc- 
ſerve the Lives of thouſands more: And' when 


the Houſe of Faceb was by this means'brought into: 


the Land of Ezypt,cthe Lcrd was with them'therez! 
and when the time of the Promiſe drew ' nigh, 
he cauſed them to increaſe and multiply excecd- 
ingly 3 and tho? the Keyptians ſought by all means 
ro oppreſs them, and dealt fubrilely with them, 
yet by all ther Artitice and: Cruelty they could 
make no Earnings of their Work, tor the more 
they. oppreiſed them, the 'more they grew : And 
in the midlt of their calamitous Ditireſs Moſes 
was brought forth, whom the Lord had defigned 
for a Delivercr and'a Savieur unto them; and in 
order thereunto he was preferved in a miraculous 
manner trom all Dangcrs and Temptations, from 
his Birth to the time that he was ſent about his 
preat Work. And in the time when the Bondage 
of Tfracl grew to its Exiremity, the Lord's Eye 
was {till open vpon them, and he heard their 
Cry, and remeribred his Covenant with their 
Fzthers,and ſent Myſes and Aaron to deliver them 
Then was his Bowe made quite naked, Hab. 3. 9. 
in a Courſe of Miracles, by Signs, and Wonders, 
and mighty Works, for whith his Name is te- 
lebratcd urto all Generations and in that very 
day which he had ſt. it th& Promiſe to their F4- 
thers, he broupht rheny otft 6f the Lind of E 
and delivided them Fromi- the wy hy their Un, 
6aþe with i 4iigh Habs & he Uivided the 
Red- 
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Red- Sea, before them, ind led them thro' the 
Deep as on dry Land, but buried Pharaoh and 
all his Holt in the ſame Watcrs that had been 
as a Wall on the Right-hand and on the Letr, 

while the redcemed of the Lord paſſed over: 
He guided them a'fo in the Wilderneſs, and af- 
forded the viſible Token of his Preſence with 
them, in @ Pillar of Cloud by Day, and of Fire 
by Night : From his Right-hand there went forth 
a tiery Law for them, becauſe he loved them, 

by which he formed both their Civil, and Fecle- 
ſiaftical Polity 3 wherein they were immediately 
ſubjected to himſelf, and made a Kingdom of 
Prictis.and an holy Nation 3 and the Lords Ta» . 
bernacle was pitched in the midſt of them, ſo that 
thcre was no Nation under Heaven that had God 
{o nizh, as the Lord their God was unto them 
in all that they did call upon him for. Moreo=- 
ver he gave his good Spirit to inſtru thein, 
which was poured upon Moſer, Aaron, and: Miri- 
am. with Ke ſeventy FlJers, and thoſe Prophets 
which from time to time; ' God raiſed up-among 
then : He fed them allo with Manna fronr Heaven, 
and gave them Water out of the Rock'to drink; 
and Sf the time of their torty Years Travel in the 


Wilderneſs, their Feet. were not ſwollen, neither 
did their Garments wax old : He dryed up For- 
dan allo, and brought them into the Land of | 
Canaan, and drove ot 'before them | Nations | 
more jn.,number, and mighticr than they 3 and 
there he bleſſed them with the Bleihings of Heaven 

"LE -2- :* above, 
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above, and of the Earth beneath 3 ſo that there 
failed not ought of any goad, thing which the Lord 
bad ſpoken concerning them 3 Joſh. 23. 14. but their 
State was made profperous and happy, bcauſe the 
Lord was their God ,, Pſal.144. ult, And notwith- 
fanding all their Provocations, he had Compaſſi- 
on upon them, when in their Diſireſſes they cryed 
unto him.3 and delivered them, ſo that the Scep- 
ter did not depart from Judah. nor a Law-giver 
from betwcen his Feet untill Shilob C z. e. Chrilt ) 
came, Much of this you have ſumm'd up in 
Neb. 5. Pſal. 105 and P/al. 144. with 4.7. 


- $.8. In, all thcſe Reſpedts ( with others of 
hike Nature betore inſiſted on ) there was a Glory, 
2 Cor. 3.7, ——11- upon the Miniftration of the 
Old Tctiament 3 The Few had a great Advantage, 
and there. was Profit of Circumciſion , but chiefly in 
that to them were committed the Oracles of God, 
Rom. 3. 1- and Chap. 9. 4. Their's were the Co- 


venants of Promiſe ; and the ſolemn Worſhip of | 


God was maintained among the 3 For Salvation 
Was as of the Jews + 3 Jeh.4.22.and in theſe things was 
this Promite fulhlled, That the 

Many to whom Lord would be 2 God to them 


_ the Lord was 4 God ;,, yheir Generations z And yet 
according to the Te> : >> go « 
' no oftht Old-Cores All this lies ſhort of an aQua), 
. nant, dyed in their perſonal, and {aving Interelt 
; Sins, and were etcr- 
: nally loſt » bur thofe 70 whom he s 4 God, according to the 
: Tenor of the New Covenant, receive from him. the Delings” 
of aneiy Heart, Remiſlion of TO and Etcrnal Salyation. 

in 
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in the Covenant of Grace; as the Apoſile Pat 
argues at large in his Epift/e- to the Rimanr, and 
particularly in Chap. 9, 10, 11, Neither could he 
have aftirmed that the committing of the'Oracles 
of God to them was the chief Profit or greatelt 
Benefit of Circumcilion, if ever God had appoin- 
ted it to be the Seal of their Intereſt in the Covenant 
of Grace ; which undoubtedly; is niuch greatcr 
than any external Benefit 'or Advantage : But 
moreover, app | | 

This Priviledg the Jews had, That as the Son 
of God was to be made Fleſh of the Seed of A- 
braham; and to be manifeſted among them, being 
made a Miniſter of the Circumciſion for the futfilling 
of the Promiſes made unto the Fathers : Roms. 15. 8, 
ſo alſo, the firſt Tener of the Grace, and'Salvati- 
on of the Goſpel, did of Right belong unto.them: 
The preaching of. Repentance and Remitſion of 
Sins in Chriſt's Name'was to begin at Jeruſalem: 
Luk, 24. 47. Ard as this was an Argument of 
God's great Favour, ſo it might be nnto them a 
great Incouragement'* to receive the Goſpel, and 
expect Salvation by Chriſt according to the Tender 
made therein 3 And for this End is it arged by 
Peter, Act. 2.38, 39. 'Repent and be baptized every 
one of you, in 'the Name of | Feſus Chrift for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and Te-ſhatl receive the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. For the Promiſe is to you and to your 
Children, &c.' The Promiſe which he hath a par- 
ticular Reſpe&- to, 'is- that before cited, of the 
Salyation' of /all 'who in' the day of the Goſpel 
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call upon the Name of the Lord, and the pouring 
ont of bis Spirit upon all Fleſh, &c. \ce ver, 17,--21. 
( The Promiſe of the Spirit is alſo mentioned by, 
Paul, as the great Bleſſing of the Goſpel Gat. 
3+ 14.) The Spirit was then to be poured out 
upon many in the miraculous and extraordinary 
Gitts thereofz and upon all true Believers in a 
New-Teſtament Meaſure 3 accordingly the Apo- 
file cxhorts them to the Obedience of the Gol- 
p<!, that they might obtain the Remiſſion of 
their Sins, and receive the Gift oft the Holy Giholt 3 
which he affures them of, upon the Terms pro- 
poſed, For ( ſtith he) the Promiſe is to you, and 
your Children : You are in no wile excluded 
from the Hope of this Blcfling, tho' you - have 
been the Betrayers and Murtherers of Chrilt him- 
ſcIf; but on the contrary, you (as Jews) have 
a ſpecial Intereſt in the Promiſe, fo far as that 
its Accompliſhment is to be begun among you, 
and the tirlt Offer of its Bleſſing belongs ta you 3 
An actual Intercit in the Promiſe unto Salvation, 
they could not have until they believed, and rc- 
pentedz but as before .cxplained, the Promiſe 
was to them while Unbelicvers3 and in a like 
ſence the, the Apolile Pax faith of them, That the 
. Covenants, and the Promiſes ,('as well as the giving 
. of the Law, and Levitical Service) were theirs 
_ Rom.g. 4. Their Covenant-brought $8 alpation to 
| them; but jt was the receiving of it by. Faith, 
when ſo tendered, that gave them particular In- 
tcrelt init. And the Intereſt of their Children, 

or 


.Chap..7. of Circumciſion, I51 


thers, ſaying unto Abr2ham, and ia thy Sted ſhall 


13. 46, 47 : 
. cy, as -having its Original trom the meer Good- 
: Tſrael, Deut-. 7. 7, 8. whereby many excellent 


« Purſuance of -the great Delign of God's Grace 
| in-the Covenant of -Redemption by Chriſt ;: Yet 


or Poſterity, in the Promiſes, cxn reach no' farther 
then their's, from whom it js ſuppoſed to be 
derived, And it is the ſame thing in .Effect, 
that Peter urgeth upon the ſame People, to per- 
{wade their Obedience to the Doctrine of Chritt, 
Act. 3. 25, 26. Te are th: Children of the Prophets, 
an4 of the Covenant which God made with oar Fa- 


all the Kindreds of the Earth be bleſſed, Unto you 
firſt, God having raiſed up his Son Jeſis, ſent him 
to bleſs you, in turning every one of you from his Tni- 
quities, | | > 
And ſuitable hereunto, we find the Apoſtles 
in a'l Places, where they came withthe glad Ty- 
dings of the Goſpel, firlt applyed themlclves un- 
to the Jewsz as holding it neceſſary that the 
Word of God ſhould firſt be preached unto them, Act, 


$.9. From that Account which hath. beea 
given of the Covenant of Circumciſion, the N':ture, 
and Promiſes thereof , theſe Corolaries do follow ; 

x.\. That this was 4 Covenant of Grace.and Mer 


neſs, and: wmdeſerved - Favour of God towards 
Priviledges were given to-them, which no other 


Nation under Heaven had a Right in, but them- 
ſelves3 and theſe were conferred on ' them in 
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was it not that Covenant of Grace, which God 
made with Abraham for all his ſpiritual Secd, 
which was before confirmed of God in Chriti, 
and thro* which all Nations ( that is, truc Be- 
lievers in every Nation ) have been ever ſince, 
now are, and ſhall be, bleſſed with the ſpiritual 
and cternal Blciſing of Abraham. 

2. Altho*' it be granted, This Covenant had 
ultimately a reſpect to ſpiritual Bleflings, as it 
was diſpoſed in the manitold Wifdom of God in 
a Subſerviency to the Covenant of Grace, and as 
added to the Promiſe until the fulneſs of Time 
came 3 yet was it not immediately and direcily, 2 
Covenant of ſpiritual BletIings, nor could it ever 
convey to the carnal Seed of Abraham, as ſuch, a 
Right, and Intereſt in them. 

3. Notwithſtanding the Promiſes made in this 
Covenant of Circumciſion, and the Separation of 
Tſrael to be the peculiar People of God, in Purſu- 
ance of them, whoſe Church-llate was compleat- 
ed by the Covenant in the Wilderneſs, when 
the ſet Time for the fulfilling of . thoſe Promi- 
ſes in that rcſpe&t was fully come; Yet: for the 
preſent this Covenant did not confine the ſolemn 
Worſhip of God ( by Sacritices or otherwiſe) to 
Abraham's Family 3 nov were other baly Men then 
| living, under any Oblipation to-4xcorporate them- 
ſelves thereinto, by Circunciſion, or at. all to take 
upon them that Sign or Seal of this. Copenant of 
- Peculiarity that God now made, with Abrabam ; 
\ which yet withou: doubt they ſhould have-done- 


* if in ies firlt Inſtitution it had been given ſimply, 
| and directly, as a Seal of the Covenant of Grace 
for then by reaſon of their Intereſt in that Cove- 
nant, both in point of Duty, and Priviledg, it 
had equally belonged unto them, as to the Seed 
and Family ot Abraham. ; 
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S. 10. But, from the ſacred Hiſtory it is evi-' 


dent, That the Command by virtue of which 
Circumciſion was adminitired, extended no far- 
ther than to Abrahim, and his Family z And 
therefore we have no ground to conclude, that 
Lot ( tho* nearly allyed to Avraham) was cir- 
cumciſed, ſceing there is nothing in the Com- 
mand of God, or firlt In!titution of Circumcition 
that obliged him thereunto, or interelted , him 
thereinz and yet there is no Doubt to be made 
of his Intereſt in the Covenant of Grace : Nei- 
ther was Lot the only rightcous Man then living 
in the World, befides thoſe of Abrham's Family , 
for of the Patriarchs, Heber, Salah, and Sham were 
now living and as they had their ditinit Families, 
and Intereſts,. ſo. there is no Quettion but the 
pure Worſhip. of God was maintained in them 
and they promoted the Intere!t of, true Religion 
to the utmoſt, of their Power while they lived 3 
Yea Melchiſedeck, was in Being about this-.time 
( whether he was Sh:m before named, or another, 
it concerns not us.to inquire, much leſs to:deter- 
mine 3: but. this is certain 'that it was he ) who 


was the Prieſt of the moſt bigh God, gnd King of Salem, 
Dy | *anc 
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and in both theſe reſpects the moſt eminent Type 
of Jeſus Chrilt that ever was in the World; a 
Perſon greater than Abraham, for Abraham paid 
Tythes-to him, and was bleſſed by him 3 Now 
-conlidering that he was both King and- Prieſt, 
there is no doubt but there was a-Soctety of Men 
that were ruled by him, and tor whom he mini» /; 
-ftred 3 for a Prieſt is dial for Men 4n things 
pertaining to God 3 and this Soctety: was at this | 
time, as much 42 Church of Gad as Abraham's. Fa- 
-mily was, and as truly interetted in the Covenant 
- of Grace as any thercin 3 yet were they not con- 
cerned as Partics in this Covenant of Circumcili- 
on, nor to be ſigned thereby 3 And hence it is 
- manifeſt, that Circzemciſion was not at firlt aoplyecd | 
-as a Seal of the Covenant of Grace, nor did an In- 
- tereſt therein preſently render a Man: the proper | 
Subject of it. 
Againz To ſuppoſe that all good Men- then 
 Jiving, ſhould have been circumciſed, as -Abraham 
was, and their Offspring bound to keep this Co- 
«venant in their Generations, as his were, would 
neceſſarily truftrate one great (if not the greatelt ) 
© End of Circumciſion, and the Covenant -thereot, 
which was the ſeparating of one Family, and 
© People from all others in-the -World, for the 
* bringing forth of the Meſſiah, that promiſed. Seed, 
«*'of them, and among them, for the eſtabliſhing 
of-all-the Promiſes made unto-the Fathers. - And 
moreover the Promiſe of - this Covenant: touch- 
e * ing'the Inheritance of the Land: of: Canaan could 
neva 


Gi as 0d ate Tn as oh a an wo. ow. an 


> Son 


Chap 7. Of the Covenant I55 
never have becn made good to them all; And 
yet ccrtainly the ſealing .of that Promiſe, was 
ohe thing intended in Circumcition. From the 
whole it appears 3 | 

<« That as on the one hand, there was. a, poſt- 
© tive Command which made it neceſſary to cir- 


| * cumciſe many that never had Intereſt in the 


* Covenant of Grace fo, on the other hand, 
© from the firit Date of Circumciſion there 
< were many truly -intcrited in the Covenant of 
« Grace, who were under no Obligation: to be 
* citcumciled. So far it is trom Truth that a 
New- Covenant-Intereſt, and Right to Circumgiſion, 
may be infcrred the one trom the other. 


$. 11, I ſhould here have put. a cloſe #0 this 
Chapter 3 but that I judg it may be convenient 
in this place, briefly to touch upon that. Notion 
of Infant's Church-memberſhip, which is much ſpo- 
ken of with Reference to thoſe Times, - the Hi- 
ſtory of which we have already palt thro' 3 And 
the rather, becauſe of the Light we may receive 
from the things already diſcourſed, to guide us to 
a right Underltanding of the true State of. the. 


Quettion about it z By many-ſ#cb a thing. is athr- 
med to have been from the Beginning, -and. great 


Weight is wt og it. in the Controverlie about 
the right” Subjects of Baptiſm 3 It-being Judged 
to afford a ſufficient; ground - for applying the 


| Seal of the Covenant to: the Infant Seed: of Bee 


lievers. For my own part I find not in the Scrip- 
tures 
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tures Occaſion given for any long Diſcourſes a- 
bout it; and I ſhall not deſire to be wiſe above 
what is written; And therefore I ſhall endeavour 
in few Words to repreſent ſome things groutded 
upon the records of matter of Fact, in the Scrip- 
ture, which I conceive may be ſuffcient to deter- 
mine our Thoughts, as to the Iſſue of our pre- 
ſent Enquiry about it. And they are theſe that 
follow : 


S. 12. Firſt; The term Church in the Scrip- 
tures is not (that I tind ) applyed to any par- 
ticular Society of Men unitcd in one Body, in or- 
der to the maintaining of the publick and ſolemn 
Worlhip'of God among themſclves; before the 


| - Children of Iſrael were, compleately formed in- 


to'Aa Church-liate, by the Covenant that God 

rnade with them in the Wilderneſs 3 They are 
called the Church in the Wilderneſs, AG. 7.38. 
'Yet I doubt not but al! goud Men before that 
.time did belong to that general Aſſembly, and 
"Church which Chiiſt hath redeemed: with his 
Blood, and made the Mcmbers of his Body 3 
and I grant that we- may ( uling the Term in 
a more laxe ſence ) call any Family or Society 
of Men truly worlhipiog God, a Church of God. 
Nevertheleſs, if we conlider the Circumſtances re- 
Jating to the different 'State of things in thoſe 
different Times, it will appear, © that- ' 9 
Society betore the Jewiſh Church was formed, 
" gan be called a Chureb i in fo ſirict, and proper a 
| {ence 
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ſence as they might; for no other were ſo for= 
med into a Church-ſtate as they were. 

2, Before Abraham's time, there was no Inſti- 
tution of an outward Sign, or, Seal of any Covenant 
to be applyed cither to Infants or adult Perſons; 
And theretore there could be no Tnaruguration of 
this kind, or ſolemn Right of Initiation to Church 
Priviledg then in Uſe among them. All thar 
can be ſaid of the Children born in thoſe Families 
and Societies, mult iſſue in things of another Na- 
ture: viz, That they were under a more ſpecial 
and gracious Providence of God than others, as 
being Members of a Family peculiarly intereſted 
therein : They had alſo the Beneht of continual 
Prayers for them, and the Advantage of early 
and diligent Inftruftion, being brought up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord; and 6 
preſerved from many Snares and Temptations that 
others are liable to, by the Difcipline they were 
under 3 And being provoked to Religion by the 
pious and holy Example of thoſe they converſed 
with 3 as ſoon they were capable of it ( if, when 
grown up,they did not break thro? all theſe Fences, 
and revolt to a wicked and irreligious Life ) 
they a&rally joyned with that Family-and Society - 
to. which they belonged, in the ſolemn Worſhip 
of God. | 

3. If we confider Church-memberſhip in ſuch a 
Notion of it as will agree to that time wherein 


' Cireumciſion' was firſt inſtituted, we' can by 'no 
means conclude that a Right to” Circumciſion 


did 
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di reſult therefrom,3 For certainly the Patri-, 
archs, and other good Men then living, ang, 
their Families, were as truly Church-members, 
as Abraham and his Family 3 yet were they not 
therefore to be circumciſed, but the particular 
Law and poſitize Inſtitution of this Ordinance, did 
alone dctcrmine the Subjects thereof, And more- 
OVer 5 
4. It was not Memberſhip in Abraham's Fa- 
mily ſingly and fimply contidercd, that brought 
a Pcrfon under the Law cf Circumcilion, with- 
out reſpe&t to other Circumſtances of Time and 
$cx cxpreſly ſet down in the Inſtitution 3 For 
Circumcition was tO be applyed to the Males only, 
tho? the Right of Chirch-memberſhip belonged as 
as well to the Females as to them: And it 1s no 
ſatisfatory Anſwer to ſay the Female is not a 
Subjeci capable of Citcumcilion 3 For it it had 
pleaſed God to haye wade Church-memberſhip the 
reaſon.and ground of applying this Seal of the Co- 
venant, he could catily. have appointed ſuch a 
Sign, as ail Members had bccn capable af z Belides, 
how doth it appear that the Females were utter- 
1y uncapable of any kind of Circymcition ? Save 
that God required no ſuch thing : Vitriacus re- 
ports that the Facobites uſe Circxmeiſion of both 
Sexes and ſo do the Habaſ- 
Breermp. Inquire . ſines 3: ang therefore the 7 Hi 
in ic {elf,is not, unpoflible 3 
. which hath been dope, pjay be dane: Myre- 


limited 


 oyer we, find the .cixcuipcifing gf the, Males was 
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" | limited to the eiphth day's it might not bedone 


— 


ſooner, rior dclzyed longer :: and the Slaver tha 


, were bought with Mony muſt needs be circumciſed; 


| tho? they were no Church-racmbers, nor the 
! Children of ſth 3 trom' all which it is manifeſt} 


| 


' that they proceeded not upon a Notion of Churchs 


memberſhip,” bur were ttrictly governed by Divine« 
Inititution in the matter of- circumciting or no8 
circumciling. | = 

5. To conclude 3 It is granted that the Jewiſh 
Infants were born Members of that Church; This 
Priv:lcdg they had in the Fleth 3 But this evident 
ly bel6ngs unto the national and typicat Churchs, 
{tate of that People 3; which State by! the Goſpef® 
is difiolvcd, and is fo inconſiſtent with the Mini- 
tration thereof; that the Polition of the one; 
nectſfarily infers the Abolition of the other; And 
therefore this Right and Priviledg .of the Jaw 
which was in the very Foundation of their nati- 
onal Church-ſiate, as ſeparated from the Gentiles, 
cannot be transfcr'd into, becauſe it will not 
comport with, the Goſpel-diſpenſation. 

Belides, It is evident throughout the whole 
Goſpel, that Right of Memberſhip in the Jewith 
Church, could never give to any, either Intanc 
or Adult, a like Right of Memberſhip in the 
Goſpel Churchz nor was there ever any one re- 
ceived thefcinto, ea nomine, becauſe he had ſuch 
a Right according to the Stace of the Old Co- 
venant. And there is good Reaſon to con- 
clude, that the carnal Secd of Believers cag derive 

no 
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no higher Priviledg from the Covenant of Cir- *' 


cumcition, then the carnal Seed of Abraham ob- 
tained thereby : And if it could not bring the one 
mto the Goſpel Church, nor give them a Right 
to Baptiſtn without an actual Compliance with 
the Terms of the Goſpel, by Repentance and Faith, 
it can by no means do ſo tor the other, tho' we 
fhould ſuppoſe them concerned in it, as indecd 
they are not. 00 


« Tt remains therefore 3 That as Circumciſion 
« of old Time was adminittred according to the 
< politive Law, and expreſs Will ot . the Lord, 
« fo ought Baptiſm to be now, and no other- 
« wile 3 neither can I fee any ground to con- 
&« clude for Pedobaptiſm, until ſuch a divine Law 
©* can be produced tor the warrant of it, as was 
« of old given, tor circuniciting the Male Infants 
*© of the Jews. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


| An Introdudtion to rhe general Deſign of this 


Chapter. $. 1. The preſent Intermixture of 
the Promiſes of ſpiritual, with thoſe of tem- 
poral Bleſſngs, ſuitable to the Darkneſs of | 
the Old-Teſtament-diſpenſation + The like - | 
obſerved in the Writings of the Prophets : 
The miſtake of the Fews herenupon. \. 2. 
The mutual ReſpeF, and Dependence, of 
theſe Promiſes : The Concern of Abra- 
ham's Faith in the Promiſe of Iſaac's Birth. 
$. 3 Wherein the Greatneſs of Abraham's 
1ryal in offering up Ilaac did conſt : All 
the Promiſes made to Abraham meet in one 
general Iſſue. $. 4. 'The typical Reſpect and 
Analogy of the Govenant of Pecutiarity to 
the Covenant of Chi : Iſrael, 7 one re- 

cF, a Type of Chriſt myſtical : This ex- 
6 - The pi Rene of Circumciſton 
to his perfe# ghneonjreſe $. 5+. Coloſ. 2." 


LI, 
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It. propoſed, and explained. 6.6. A typi- 
cal Repreſentation of the future State of the 
Church in Abraham's Family : Gal. 4.21. 
&5c. propoſed ; and the Sum of that Con- 


text colleFed. F. 7. Some farther Obſerua- | 


tions, and Iuferences from thence. y. 8. 
Several things recolleFed, and Dire@ion 
given for their Uſe as a Key to many 
Prophecies and Promiſes in the Old Teſta- 
ment. $. 9. Rom. 4. I1. propoſed, and the 


Terms explained, $. 10, How Circumciſion 


& 


became 1nto Abraham @ Seal of the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Faith which he had while un- 
circumtifſed, Y. 11. [he Account given of it 
confirmed, by the Words of the Text, Scope 
4 the Context, and its Harmony with other 

criptures that ſpeak of Circumciſion, and 
its Uſe : The Concluſion of the Treatiſe. 
9. 12, 


_ the Chapters foregoing, I have endea- 


voured to treat diſtinaly of the Promiſes 


given to Abraham 3 tuſt of thoſe that belong to 
his ſpiritual, and then of ſugh as appertain to his 
carnal Secd 3 which Promifes ( notwithſtanding 


their different Nature, and Importance) we have | 


found frequently interatixed' in the ſame Tranſ- 
ation of God with Abraham, they being in the 
facred Hiftory preſented to us mrerwoves the one 


with 
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with the other 3 And now the order of our Dil- 
courſe leads us to make a more particular Enqui- 
ry into that mutual Reſpect, of the Promiſes, which 
might. give Occaſion for, and render neceſſary, ſuch 
an Intermixture of them. + | 


S. 2, And the firſt thing which I {hill offer 
to beconſidered upon. this Head, is 

That this Order and Diſpoſition of the Promiſes 
is excellently ſuited to the Diſpenſation of thoſe 
Times whiezein they were: given forth, and to 
that State of the 1ſraeliziſh Church which was, not 
long after;to be built upon them : For theſe things 
were tranſacted long before the time appointed 
tor the clear breaking up. of Goſpel-light 
to the World, which was not. to be expected till 
Chriſt came in the'Fleſh, before whoſe coming the 
Law,was tatake place, and the Oeconomy-;of the 
Old Covenant to temain for many Generations: 
And therefore, altho” the. Goſpel: was- preached 
unto Abrabem ; yet 'was it not delivered unto 
him with that Plainueſs #nd Perſpicuity: as it is 
in the New-Teſtament, but for the -moft part as 
{hadowed and figured .by outward"things ; And 
hence, That which concerns the State - of Ifraet 
under the Moſaical Qecanomy is more expreſly and 


fully declared unto; Abraham, than what congerns 


his ſpiritual. Seed under the Goſpel 3: And: therg- 
fore:the? this latter be the' chict thing ihtended 
and-amed at (;becauſethe; perfeftion of all the 
re& J in_all divine x 5s with dbrobom 
TONTT 2 yet 


l 


{ 
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vet is it, for the molt” part. myZtically infoldel in, 
and to be inferred from, the typical Refpe& of the 
ether thereunto3 which Jeaves the Glory of 
Golpcl-grace {iill. under. that Vail, which accom- 
panicd the Old Tetiament-ftate of the Church 
the full opening of thoſe Promiſes that did immc- 
diately bclong tothe Covenant of Grace, being 
reſerved for another State of things in the Church ; 
God' having provided ſome better thing for 'us, that 
they without us ſhould 'not be made perfe : Heb.11. 
40, A dim Light was ſuited to thoſe Ties > 
and it could be but dim, fo long as the Promiſes 
lay ſo much intangled one within another. - The 
like is to be obſerved in Atter-times, in the Reve- 
lation of the Mind of God to Iſrael by the Pro- 
phets3 For in the-prophetick Writmgs (as it 
appears that the temporal 'Deliverances of Iſrael, 
are conſidered as typical of the ſpiritual Redemp- 
tion of the Church; ſo ) we often meet with 
ſudden,and ( ſeeming]y ) abrupt Tranſitions from 
the Promiſes of things relating to the preſent 
State of Tſrael aftcr the Fleſh, unto Promiſes and 
Proph: cies of thofe things which are accompliſhed 
in the New-Teltament by 'the Miniſtration of the 


Spirit, - which being generally delivered in Terms 


fuitable to the preſent Diſpenſation of things, and 
thcir typical ReſpeR, are by: the Jews wofully 
perverted unto this day; while they contend thar 
themſelves are the only People concerned in'them, 
to' whom the Bleflings,. promifed and prophefied 
of, *do belong - and that they are 40 be tulblled 

#1 unto 
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unto them in a way agrecable co their former 
State, and ſyited to their own carnal Lulis and 
Imaginations3 whercby they harden themſelves 
in their Contempt of the Grace of God-in Chrilt, 
and the ſpiritual Bleſhngs of the Goſpel, wherein 
the Accompliſhment of thoſe Prophecics, accord- 
ing to the true Sence of them, is only to be ſought. 
And thus ]cſus Chriſt himfelt became a Stone of | 
ſtumbling, and Rock of Offence to them3 becauſe | 
the State of his Kingdom ſuited nor their car- ' 
nal Minds, nor anſwercd their groundleſs Ex+ 
peRation, 


$. 3. It is alfo to be obſcrved; That there is 
not only a fingular Congruity, and Fitneſs in this 
Method of giving forth the Promites, in regard 
of the Time wherein they were made to Abraham, 
and that State of the Church: which was next to, 


' follow upon theſe TranſaGions 3 but there is alſo 


in ſome reſpe& a Neceſſity of: it ariling from the 
Nature of the things promiſed, and their mutual Des, 
pendence one upon the other,, For, 

All the Promiſes of a ſpiritual Secd, and ſpiri- 
tual Bleflings to be beliowed on that Seed; (which 
belong to the Covenant-of Grace as revealed to: 
Abrabam ) axe Tea and Amen in Chriſt Feſus : And; 
this Meſſiah, in whom the Coyenant was contix- 
med, was to be made of the Seed of Abraham ac= 
cording to the Fleſh; and for the bringing ot him 
forth, according to the Promiſe, was the Secd of 
Abrgham by 1ſzac and Facob, ſepaxated ynto God 
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| for a peculiar People, and kept diſtin&t from all : 
other Families in the World 3 and in this reſpeR, 
the Bleſſing of Grace and: eternal Life 'given un- 
to Abraham, and his believing Secd, was ſuſpen- 
ded upon the Effet and Accomplithment of the 
Promiſes concerning his natural Offspring and 
particularly upon the Promiſe of I1ſaac's Birth 3 
who was to be begotten by Abraham, and broughr 
forth by Sarah, at ſuch a time, when Nature 
in them both was ſo weakned by Age, that they 
were as unapt, he to beget, and the to. con- 
ceive a Eon, as it they had bcen already dead, 
Rom.4.19. And hence it is, that the Apolile doth 
lay ſo great Weight imon Abraham's Faith in this 
Particular, even in the Bufincſs of his Juſtiticati- 


on before God 3 The Objed of jufiifying Faith, 


the M:ffiab to come, being, thus included in the 
Promiſe of Tſaae's Birth: On this account his Pa- 
rents had the greateſt Cauſe ot rejoycing at the 
Birth of this Son, who hath his Name from 
Laughter, and Rejoycing: Gen. 17.17. and Chap. 21. 
And to this ( in part ) may be rcfcared the ſay- 
ing of our Saviour, Abraham rejoyced to ſie my 
Day, and he ſaw it, and was glad: Joh.8. 56, 
Ee ſaw it in the Birth of Tſaac ( and afterwards 
in the offcring of him up ) who was a Type of 
Chriſt, and from whom he was to come 3 whoſe 
miraculous Eirth, in the virtue of a Promiſe, 
when Nature could not have ctfeRted it, afforded 
alſo ſome Adumbration of, and was a Przludium 
to, the more miraculous Birth of . Chritt, who 

was 
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was conceived and brought forth by a- pare Vir- | 
gin ( the Power of the moſt High overſhadowing | 
her ) for the fufilling of that Promiſe, The Seed | 
of the Woman ſhall break, the Head of the Serpent. | 
As Tſaac in the Type, ſo Chriſt more eminettly, 
ſprang up as a Root ont of a dry Ground 3 Wit'53. | 
(27 
S. 4. Now from theſe things we 'may 'colle& 
with Eaſe, and great Clearnefs, wherein'the Great- | 
neſs of Abraham's Tryal, and the Eminency' of 
his Faith #n offering up Iſaac, did ſpecially conlilt: 
To part with a Son, an obedient Son a Son 
grown up (as Jſazc now was ) yea an only Son, 
was indeed: a great Tryal ; howbeit Abraham was | 
not only required to part with him, but to facri- 


' fice him; and for a Father to become the Execu- 


tioner of his Son, the Sen of his old' Age; and 
the Object of his mbſt-endeared Aﬀettions 3 for 
him (1 fay) to be appointed the Prie# that muſt 
ſlay this Vitime, adds yet much more to the Tryal 
And in Abraham's addrefling hitmſdlf'to fach a 
Service '( had there been no more in it ) with- 
out Debate, murmitring, or delay, we have an 


_ _unparaltelF'd Infiance; and Example of Piety, and 


Obetience : But alas! "There is a Concern infinite- 
ty greater, in this Cafe, than all that hath been 
yet mentioned 3 Iſazc was the Son of the Promiſe, 
( And upon this accornt the Holy Ghoſt places it 
—— he that had received the Promiſes offered np bis 
only begotten Son: Of whom it wa ſaid,in Iſaac ſhall. 
thy Seed be called, Bichs 11, 17, 18. ) Abraham 
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had no other Son in wham he might expe the 
fulfilling of the Promiſe when Iſaac was loft 3 
and yet upon the Accomplithment of this Promile, 
in the bringing forth.of the Mefiah in 1ſazc's Line, 
the eternal Salvation of Abraham, and ot the whole 
Church depended z and theretore he is called hjs 
only begotten, not becauſe Abraham had no other 
Son, -but. -becauſc he was tbe only H-ir of the Pro- 
miſe. This might have cauſed the greatelt Anxi- 
ety of Mind. imaginable, in . Abraham, had he at 
all conſulted with Fleſh and Blood in the caſe 3 
but his -Faith overcame this Difficulty, and filen- 
ced all carnal Reaſonings about the Impoſſibilicy 
of the Accompliſhmenc ot the Promiſe, it this 
Command were obeyed 3 Accounting that God was 
able to raiſe bim wp, cven from the Dead, from 
whence alſo he received him in a Figure : Heb.11.19, 
And the Ifue made it abundantly maniteft, that 
the readineſs of Abraham tg obey in. this Caſe, 
did put-the Promiſe to. no real Hazaxd for jt 
brought forth means of farther Contirmation of 
bis Faith, by the Exhibition of an eminent Type of 
the Redemption of the Church by the Death and 
| Reſurrection of Chiift 3 unto which was added 
the renewing of God's Promiſes to him, both for his 
ſpiritual and carnal Seed and that with their Con- 
firmation. by the Oath, of the. great God; Gen, 22. 
17, 18. But to return tg that which concerns gur 

grep Pp. {7 fn 7 cn : 
. From.theſe things we may certainly collect, 
that all the Promiſes mage:to Abraham; wany yo 
| \, ered 
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dered of God. to. meet. in one general Iſſue; For 

the Promiſes, concerning, the carnal Seed, anc 
their State, were ſqybſervient unto the Ends of 
of God's Covenant with the ſpiritual Seed : fo 
alſo the the Promiſes peculiarly belonging to the 
ſpiritual Seed, were to have their Effect and Ac. 
compliſhment in a Seed that muſt 'deſcend from A- 
braham according to. the Fleſh : And therefore that 


| Interchange of the Promiſes which hath been ab- 
 ſexved to you, ought not in- any wife to ſeem 
 lirange. | 


$.5. Again, The typical Reſpeft and Analogy of 
the Covenant of Peculiarity unto the Covenant of Grace, 
as after to he mare fully revealed,and accompliſhed 
in Chriſt, affords another Occaſion of, and Reafog 
for, the interweaving of thoſe Promiſes which re- 
quire a diſltin& Application : ſome of them be- 
longing immediately to the caynal, and others to 
the ſpiritual Sced.as ariſing from the ſprings, .and 
ordered towards the Miailtration of two diſtin& 
Covenants: That there was a Diſpotition - of 
things in the Old Teltament with a typical Res 
ſp«4 to the things that are of a fpiritual Nature, 
and Concern, in the New, is fo tally, and clear] 
aſſerted by the Holy Gholt in the. Scriptures, - thax 
it hath obtained a general Acknowledgment from 
thoſe that own their Authorityz as alſo that 
many things in the TranſaQtions of God with 
Abraham were of this Nature 3 largely to inGilt on 
theſe things is belides my preſeng Deſign 3 only 
= | OT 
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for the better clearing of the' Point under Conſi- 
derativn, I fhalf briefly towch' upon ſomething 
of this kind: 'And firſt, let it'be obſerved 

That the Body of the Tſraelitiſh Nation, confi- 


dered as an holy People, and the Lords firſt-born, | 


Exed. 4. 22, 23, Jer. 2.3. bearing in their Fleſh 
the Character of Circumcifion ( which laid them 
under an Obligation to pertorm the Righteouſneſs 
of the Law ) was not only a Seed ſeparated unto 
God for the bringing forth of the M:ſfab, but 
alſo, was a Type of Chriſt myſtical, viz. of that 
Seed, and. Body, whereof Chritt is the Head, 


and true Bclievers are the Members ( who in this | 


Relation are conſidered as compleat in him ) and 
fo did eminently point at his being made ander 
The Law, Gal. 4+ 4. and ( by the perfed fulhlling 
thereof) becorning the End of the Law for Righte- 
ouſneſs to every oje that believeth\, Rom. 10.4, 
Thus much '{ I fuppoſe ) may be fairly gather- 
ed from that ſaying of the Prophet in Hop. 11. 1. 
; RA Ont of Egypt have I called 
* Vid, Fudan my Son, compared with Mat, 
mofationes 11: lecumy-» | p 
& ejuſaem Parallela, 215+ where the Evangeliſt ap- 
', . plies it unto Chriſt. And, pro» 
bably for this'reaſon is Chriſt prophefied of by 
the Name of Iſrael, Eſa. 49.'3. Chrift was the | 
Seed in whom the Subſtance of that Righteoul- 
neſs, that was ſhadowed in the Circumciſion of 
Tſ7ael, was to be found 3 and from whom it is 
derived upon all true Belicvers 'for their Juſtiti- 
cation before God; and Introdnftion into ſneb a 
| State 
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State wherein they ſhould acceptably walk before 


\ God, and worſhip him in newneſs of Spirit Thus 

Circumciſion did not only oblige to the keeping 
| of the Law ('in which reſpec, ic was an-beavy 
' Yoke Af. 15. 10. ) but did alfo (as ſubſervi- 


ent to the Promiſe ) point at the M:fiah who 
was to come under a legal Bond to fulfil all Righte-. 
ouſneſs, that thro* Faith in his Name ſuch a 
Righteouſneſs might be obtained, as is witneſſed, 
zo both by the Law and the Prophets : Rom. 3.21. 
It is Chrift alone, in whom. the Deſign ot Cir- 
curncilion is fully anſpwered :: And as under the 
Old Teftament-Miniſtration, no Man could en- 
joy the Priviledges of the Covenant of Peculiarity 
without Circumcifion, none being admitted to 
walk before God in that Covenant, without this 
Sign of a perfe& Righteouſnels and Purity accord- 
ing to the Law 3 ſo now, none can have entrance 
into the Kingdom of Grace, nor obtain a Right 
in the ſpiritual Bleſſings and Priviledges of the 
New-Covenant, but by an Intereſt in the Rigbte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt thro? Faith, and by coming un- 
der the Imputation of his Obedience, wherein 
the Law was fulhlled fox us And ſceing this 
was one (and that the mofi.comfortable, | if not 


| the chict ) end of Circumcifion, as it ſexved the 


Deſign of the Covenant of Grace towards the Elect 
the Continuance of it now, with the fame reſpe& 
which it had in its firſt Inflitution, would be 

in effe, to deny that _ is come in the Fleſh, 
I intend not by any thing I have faid to inti- 
mate 
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mate a Denial of the typical rcſped of Circumci- 
ſion to the Sanfification of Believers . alſo 3 neither 
is that Notion of it in the leaſt weakened, but ra-" | 
ther ſtrengthened in its proper Place 3 For as the 
real Holineſs of Believers ſprings from their Union - 
to Chrift, and Jultitication thro* the Faith of his 
Name 3 ſo I take Circumciſion, firſt to look to- 
wards that perfect Righteouſneſs which we have 
in Jeſus Chriſt 3 and then to that ſincere ( tho? 
imperfe& ) Holineſs that is wrought in us by the 
Spirit of Chritt ; For we are the Circumciſion which 
worſhip God in the Spirit ;* and rejoyce in Chriſt Fe- 
ſus, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh: Phil.3.3. 


$.6. And I conceive if thoſe other Texts in 
the New-Tettament that look towards the my- 
ſtical aſe of Circumciſion, be well weighed, and 
the ſcope of the Context in which they are, du- 
ly conſidered, they will catt a great Light upon 
the Notion: propoſed to you 3 I cannot liay upon 
all, But for Inſtance, Jet us' repair to Col. 2. 11, 
In whom alſo ye are circumciſed with the'C ircumciſi- 
on made without hands, jn putting «ff the Body of 
the Sins of the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, 
The defign of the Apolile's Diſcourſe in the 
whole Context, is, to conhrm the Souls of the { 
believing Coloſfians 'in the Faith of the Goſpel, 
and particularly in that great Article of the Chriſti- 
an Religion concerning” our being juſtified freely by 
the Grace of God, thro* the ' Redemption that is in 
Chriſt Feſis > Ron. 3. 24. and to caution them 
; | 15, We 0-000 
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| not to be led away by the” Erromr of the Wicked 


from the Simplicity of Trath which they had rc- 
ceived ; Byt as they had 'received Chriſt Feſus 'the 
Lord , fo they ſhould walk in him: Rooted and built 
p in him, and eſtabliſhed in the Faith ; ver. 6, 7. 
And- ( faith he ) Bewave Jeſt any Man ſpoile you | 
through Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the Traditi= 
on of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, and 


| hot after Chriſt; ver. 8. The Men which the A- 


polile brands in theſe laſt Words, are thoſe that 
endeavour'd the Subverſion of the Liberty of the 
Gentile Churches, and intangling them again in 
the yoke of Legal Bondage 5 in order whereunto, 
they did not only affert the Levitical Ceremonies, 
to be (fill, avd in their own nature,acceptable Ser- 
vice to God but alfo, that they were of perpe- 
tual Uſe, becauſe of thoſe Philoſophick, Secrets, and 
Myſteries of Nature, which they pretended wete 
wrapt up-in them3 which Conceit they had: no - 
2round for ( God having at no time appointed 
them to ſuch an End) but from the Tradition of 


"| their Elders: This it is which the Apoſtle intend 


by Philoſophy and vain Deceit after the Tradition 
Men: And, to prevent their being inſnared with 


| this corrupt DoErine, he informs them how Chriſt 
5 | was the End and Subſtance of all thoſe Shadows, 
' | and that all Fulneſs-dwels in him, in whom they 


were compleat 3 and therefore ought not-to turn 


' | back to the Law, - or its Ceremonies; tofſeek Per- 


fedtion from-them 5 ſeeing by Chriſt they - were 


'| made Partakers of that real Benefit, which 'was 


but 
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but darkly pointed at, and ſhadowed 'by:the Ce- 
remonies of the Law : For ſo he adds in this 
11th Verſe, In whom alſo ye are circumciſed; (mind ) 
They are not faid to be circumciſed in themſelves, 
but in Chrift > becauſe in him they were com- 


pleately. juſtihed by the Inputation of a perfett | 


Righteomſaeſs, which Circumcition under the Law, 
85 an Ordinance of the Old Covenant, did oblige 
Men to, and as ſubordinate to the Promiſe did 
pretigure : Hence the; Apoſtle athrms, that Belze- 
vers are the Circumciſion, who place their whole 
Trufi in Jeſus Chriſt : Phil,3.3. and whereas they 
are alſo deſcribed to be ſuch as worſhip God in the 
Spirit 3 this doth not reſtrain the Notion of their 
Circumcifion to the Righteouſneſs of Sanftihcati- 
on, but rather deſcribes the Perſons by another 
Fruit,. and Property, of that Grace whereby they 
are juſiitied 5 Confer. Rom, 8.4. In the following 
words of this Text in Colof. the Circumciſion ſpo- 
ken of, is ſaid to be, In the putting off the Bo- 


&y of the Sins of the Fleſh, which is primarily in- | 


tended of our Juſtification, and includes Sandi- 
fication as -a neceflary. Coricomitant. thereof; Tt is 
by Juſtification that we are. compleatly delivered 
from @ State of Sin, and the Mzfs of Cerraption 
( «4s Joſhua was from his filthy Garments.) Zach 3,4. 
by an Implantation intg,. «ad Union with Chstit, 
who dyed for our Sins, and role again for our 
Juſtification 3 and. therefore:this,change of their 
State, is faid to. be, by their: being, qurickned together 
with Chriſt > vcr. 13. {and this gquickning is oh 

| ( 
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of 'Fuſlification, , wherein they were raifed from 
that deadly Rate of Guiltineſs, .in which they 
were, while dead in their Sins, and the uncirenme- 
cifion of their Fleſh, unto a ftate of” Life, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Acceptance with God, wbo forgives 


| them all Treſpaſſss. Now this putting off the Body of 


the Sins of the Fleſh, is, | | 

—— By #be Circumcifion of Chriſt, TI know Exs 
poſitors do generally take that Circumcifion which 
is.the work of the Spirit of Chrilt in the Soul, 
to be here intended 3 as they do-apply the whole 
Verſe to our Sandtification 3 but I conceive as our 
Juſtification is primarily intended in the Context, 
fo the ſcope of the Apotile's Diſcourſe leads us 
rather to interpret this to be that Circumciſion 
wherewith Chriſt was circumciſed 3 the Sign being 
put for the thing ſignified; viz. the Circumciſion 
of Chriſt, for his perte&t Obedience, and fuhilling 
of the Law : In Circumcifon was the firſt beax- 
ing of the Yoke of the Law 3 and by it the Per+ 


| fon circumciſed was bound to keep the whole 


Law, otherwiſe his Circumciſion became Uncircum- 
cifion > Rom 2.25; fo then, the Circumciſion of 
Chriſt is a convincing Evidence of his bei 

made under the Law and by a pertect fulfilling 
thereof, he brought in that everlafling Righte- 
ouſne(ſs, thro? the Imputation of which, all that 
arc in him are juſtihed before God : And this 
Communion that Believers have with Chriſt in 
his Benefits thro? the Faith of the Operation of 
Goud, is in''a/ lively manner held our, n_—_— 

| nihe 
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nified to them in their Baptiſm, wherein . they 
are (aid to be both buried and riſen together with 
bim 3 Col. 2. 12. The Immerſion of the Body 


into the Water bearing an Analogy to. his Burial, 
as the railing of it again out of che Water doth 


to his Reſurrection. This the Apoſtle intends, ' 


that evcn their Baptiſm upon their hirlt receiving, 
and' profeſſion of the Chrittian. Religion, did 
reach and oblige them to live upon Chritt alone, 
and to joyn no other thing with him in the 
Foundation of their Hope. | 

Theſe things being fo, Circumeiftton was of 
ſe no longer, neither had Chriltians any 
Concernment in it 3 tor having reached the Ac- 
comp'ithment of its utmoſt -End in Jeſus Chritt, 
it expired in Courſe, and vaniſhed away with 
the whole Frame of the Moſazcal Oeconomy : 
And ſo far is the Apoltle from intimating thar 
Baptiſm came in the room of Circumcifion, that 
he diſcourſes of them, as appertaining to two Co- 
venants ſo differenced one from the other, and in 
their compleat Miniſtration oppoſed the one to the 
bther, as that they could by no means ( in this 
taft reſpe& ) conlitt together. -. 


- $.7. In the next places It is to; be noted, 
-- That there was © A typical _ Repreſentation of 
« the future State of the Church, ( viz. in the 
& days of the Goſpel ) in the prefetit Tranſacti- 
<« ons of God with A4brehim, andthe State of bis 
« Family thereupon. The Explieition of all Par- 


ticulars 


_—_ 
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ticulzrs biloogiag > S525 would require an 
I of this Diſ:ourſe beyond its intended ' 

ou And therefore, 'to our preſent Purpoſe, 
I: ſhalt only - point: at the Heads of thoſe things 
which the Apoſlle' ſets before us in Gal. 4. from 
ver 21; to the end of the Chapter, , 

.\lpon the reading of this Context, you! will 
obſerv#that the Allkegory infiſied on by the Apo-' 
file is'grounded-upon this hiſtorical Verity, 

'1%" That Abraham! had a twofold" Seed 3 the 
one proceeding from him according to the ordinary: 
Coutſe;'and by the Screrigth of Nature, the othert 
brought” forth: by virtue-of.a Promiſe 3 the one' 
was Iſhmael by Hagar, a Bond-woman, the other 
Haac' By-Sarab a:Free-woman. 

2..The Bond-woman and her Son, had the 
Precedence, in time of Conception and Birth, to 
the Free-woman and her Son. 

3. In procefs of time the Sonof the Bond-woman, 
who was born after th: Fleſh, perſecutes the Son 
oÞ the Free- woman who was bory after theSpirit 3 
ie. -in the virtue of the Promiſe 3 And thereup- 
on the Bond-woman- and: her Son are caſt ont of the 
Family, -and 1ſ2ac-xemains there as the: only' Heir 


| of his'Father's Bleſſing; 


Fhar- theſe things were diſpoſed of God with 
 aiypicat Reſpe& to: Goſpel-times, the Apoſile af- 
ftms> and'thus:/applys them: - 

: Hogar, was: a: Type of mount” Sinai, and the 
Legal Covenant there cliablithed 3\and Iſhmael 
was a Type of _ Jy oaer —_ of Abraham.as: —_— 
eb39 I 31; -; 4 3:13 Ras 
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{ that Covenant; Sarah was ja i'Type of--the;Nawv- 
| Feruſalem, qr of the Goſpel-Chutch founded, :on: 
| the Covenant of Grace 3 And Fac, a. Type of 
the trye Members of that Church, who. are' baty: 
of the Spirit ; Eeing, converted by. the power of. 
the Holy Ghoſt, for the tulfilling: of the Pxomiſe 
of the Father, unto Jeſus-Chritt the  Mediator';, 
And, the Ejeftion of Hagar and Iſmael was th 
foreſhew the Abrogation ' of. the Sinsi-Covenant, 
and diſſolving of the Jewiſh Churchrſlace 3: that 
fo the Inberitance of ſpiritual Blefings might: be- 
clearly devolved upon the Children. of God ; by: 
Faith ip Jcſus Chritt. Lit od md 2664: 
There are many other things worthy to:he ob- 
ſerved, Which it is not my preſent Work to 
infilt'upon 5. this general View which hath been 
taken of the Context being ſuffeient to-prepare 
our way t9 the following Obſervations. . 1 _ 


' $.$. \ Firſt, The Apoſile who :in Gal. 3.8, & 
x7. calleth the Promiſe recorded ;in Gen,;12. the 
Goſpel preached to Abraham'; and the Covenant  eon- 
firmed of God in Chriſt; doth here expreſly. call that 
Covenant-TranſaQtion unto which Circumciſion, 
belonged, and wherein the Right and Priviledg 
of the natural Seed of Afrabam was lated, zbe. 
Law; and their deſire: of'. being under it he 
condemns, as proceeding from their Folly and Ig- 
norance: Gal. 4.21. ; | » 1,391 

2. Notwithſtanding all. the Priviledges af {/roe 
after the Fleſh, they remained in @ ſtate of Bond- 
age 


———— 
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age under the- Law: *And their being Parties in 
the Sinai'Covenant, and in the Covenant of a 
cumcifion, and.Children of the earthly Ferwſalen 
( or Members of that Church whoſe State was 
fqunded on the Covenants before mentioried ) 
and fo intereſted in all the Worſhip thete to- be 
performed, ( all this I ay) could no more give 
them Intereft in; and Right to, the 'ſpiritual't Icf- 
ſings of Abraham, - then Iſhmet's carnal De 
ſcent from him, ' could either inright him{vlf c 

his Seed, in the Covenant: of Peculiarity* mai 

with IJ7ael, and the outward Bleſſings "thereof: 
For altho* the Seed of Abraham by Iſaae were 
under the Diſpenſation. of thoſe Bleſſings that 
were the ſhadow, and Type of the good things 


_ of the Goſpel; yet" their Birth-right, and proper 


Claim in the Intereſt' of their Covenant, did fall 
as far ſhort of Goſpel-bleflings, as Imae?*s did 
of their Priviledges 3' For as Iſhmael was, in 4 li- 
teral Sence, botn after the Fleſh and the Son of 
a: Bond-woman, {o were they myſtically 3 and as 
Ihmaet did perſccute Iſaac, ' fo they ( being puft 
up with a vain Confidence in their carnal Privi- 
ledg, and Prerogative ) did not only reje the 
Goſpel themſelves, but alſo' perſecuted the, Chile 
dren of the New Feruſalem; And therefare- as 
he was caſt out ol abanſs Family, and' ex» 
cluded from any part in the Inheritance 'of the 
Son of Promiſe, ſo muſt they be excluded from 
the Kingdom. of God, and the Inheritance of the 
Bleſſings thereof; - us Wl COETITTTY 

N 2 Thus 


Bo be mural Reſpect of the Chap. 8+ , 


Thus did God, in the- very beginning of the 
Coyenant-fiate of 1ſrael after the Flefh,. in this 
Type ict before. their Eyes the Imperfe@ion. thereof, 
and the ſad End they would bring themſelves. to, 
by a reſting, in it, and overweening of jtz. | 


"3." Howheir, The Covenant of: Pecyligrity, made 


« — 4 > 


ſhip, and Inhcritance, .was; all typiealz-And yet, 
as Abraham's ſpiritual Seed may behold..the tha- 


- Pars quedam ter-' 
reyeCivitaru, Ima- © 1 * v6 ALU 
go.celeftic. Crvaaris, To they again might, and ought 
F ner; fs for y to conlider themſelves in therr 
Canad, [4 Ale - Ds LE. 
ates We 2Jed ſor- outward State to be but typical 3 
Irens. Neque enim 
propre ſegjam, 41 js 1 15, f1O) 2 
propter alzam ſignificandam oft inflitufa, © precedexte alla 
Pin fication, & pſa prifigurant, prefignrata eft: Namyq; 
Agar @ncilla Saris; dinfei lies; Tmigo quadare hoy 1- 
mAgin; /uit. Auguti, de Civita, Dei, Li £3. Cap: Zo 
bulT s 4 - the 
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Chap. 8; Promiſes made to'Abratatn, 181 
the Childte'6f Promiſe;” both themlelyey; their 
State, and End, ws fipuiedin'the Son of obe Bond- 
woman and bis Rejeftijon, 1 


Now:from hence we may fofer . thats 


1. The carnal Seed of Believers, 'cap obtain. 
no greater Priviledg by the Covenant of Circameiſi- 
on, than the Seed of Abraham by Iſaac bag; and 
their Priviledg. reached riot to an Intere(t itt Gol: 
pel-Bleilings, or in the- New Covenarit;- unleſs 
they obtained- that Right! for themſelves” by be- 
lieving 3 otherwife they had no more "Right. in 
them, -by: their natural Deſcent from - Abraham, 
than Iſmael had in the Bleflings of their Cove- 
nant of -Peculiarity 3 And- their Torereſt atypical 
Priviledges, muſt necds ceafe, and vaniſh away, 
when the-:things typified were exhibited: * ne 

2. The:State of Iſrael after the Fleſh Yeing ty- 
picalz -The- Iſrael? of God- arhong ? them,' were 
taught to look above, and beyond<their external 
Priviledges, unto thoſe things that were Thadow- 
cd by them, as ſet before their' Faith ib the Pro- 
miſes of Grate by *Chrit ;* and ſo to- Tive upon 
the Grace' of that Covenant, which their outward 


Beate: and Covenant 'of 'Peciiliarity was” nr 


vient to And unto them, all thefe thibgs'had'a 
ſpiritual; -and' evangeliciÞ Tſe 5-which being thei 

printipal End and Intent: a-fair Occafiori 'i5,tnl- 
niſtred: for ſack 'an Intermixiure of the Promiſes of 


Typical with > thoſe of: veal 'Bleſtgy, as we have 
360 N 


3 now 


92 The mutual Reſie# of the: Chap. 8. 
now had under Conſideration; Becauſe the Cove- 
nant..of. Grace, and..that. of -Circumcifion have 
their mutual Reſpet, asthe Type #0 its Hatditype. 


$.9. And theſe things axe not 'only. neceſſary 
to the right Underſtanding of thoſe divine Tranſ- 
aQions with Abrabam which we have been treat- 
ing of 3 but alſo are of Uſe for the opening, and 
right Application of very many Prophecies, and 
Promiſes. o the Old 'Teſtament 3 and for.the a- 
voiding .of thoſe ſtumbling Blocks ( and others 
like unto them ) which the blind Jews have fallen, 
and do fall upon to this day. 

.. The .Phraſcology of the Old Teſtament will 
hardly be underfiood in divers Places, without 
due regard to many of thoſe things that we have 
been treating of: viz. | 

I. That during the time of the Law, the true 
Church was impaled within the Bounds 'of the 
Common-wealth of Iſrse!; which in its intire 
Body was, a typical Church. 

| 2. That the Children of God after the Spirit 
( tho' as Children under Age, they were ſubje& 
to the Pedagogy of the Law, yet.) as to their ſpi- 
ritual and eternal State, did; walk: before. God; 
and found Acceptance with him, upon Terms of 
| the Covenant of Grace. tt ec] 

3» That the whole Occonomy this People were 
under, did in its typicgl reſpect, ſubſerve the Ends 
of the Covenant of Grace to the Elect, who were 
The true and ſpititual Worſhippers: of God 3 Aol 

| <1 tne 


the greateſt, and only viſible” Number of ther 


' very tmuch wrapt up' in-dark- Shadows, and'Fi 
- gures: - And therefore, -- 57 Us 
- -* Many times” the things, and People typified 


--were the Types:of them 3  Andithe Promiſe 


. sf of4 ini thoſe:-Terms that did ſwi3 tbe preſent Stat 


40 ther as confidered'in their Relation to God 
-*a$ his oily viſible: Church, and Covenaht-people 


*:*when'Tſracl was rejeRed; and che: Gentilesgallec 

© tonhierit the' Bleſhng of Abrabam3 Howbeit.th 

- being direRly given out to 1/#vel :and: Facaby, a 
-the only tre (Church then” in "being," and 

'- People in whom the Church, which: ſhould 't 
Was typified; D ORD mect and-necek 


| 1a z-9. 


' f 


/ = TITGHH, 


was to be preſerved among that People, until the 
*Goſpel Church-ftate-thould take place, | 
--- 4 'But yet, this fpiritual Relation to God' ac 
cording to the Termis - of the New-Covenant 
which the truly Godly-then-had; was not ſo clear 
ly held forth under the Old Teſtament as-it is in 
the titties of the New; and by the Diſpenfationo 
the Goſpel : Butthe things relating thereto, were 


are/ſfoken of in. prophetical Scriptares; under the 
names of thoſe Things, and chat People, »whic 


"the choiceſt Goſpel-bleflings; and-rnoſt-(gJloric 
State ( with. reſpe& to fpirtual Glory!): of the 
New-Teſtament - Church, are gives forth: to-1/rae 


of things3 and are peculiarly dize&ed.unto then: 
and their Seed 3'but-'theſe Promiſes being giver 


are not to be applyed. to Iſrael after-the Fleth, 
(uch, but had their Accompliſhment in the Churc| 


: { G ; 


14 Tre mutual Reſp of the Chip. Þ. 


- ( eſpecially conſidering that the ſpiritual Glory of 
the Goſpel, and the: calling ot-the Gentiles, -was 
- a Myſtery not to be unfolded ih thoſe. times, but 
kept under -a Veil ) that;the Terms made; uſe 
--of in thoſe Prophecies: and: Promiſcs, ſhould be 
acommodated unto that Oeconomy under which 
the Church then wasz which yer muſt be inter- 
preted in a 'Sence agreeable to.thoſe times, and that 
Diſpenſation, in which they were to have their 
full Accompliſhment. And therefore ſeeing, the 
Church was then continued- ina Line of natural 
Deſcent from Abrabam, being propagated by\Gene- 
ration as long as the Old Covenant: tiate thereof 
remained unſhaken, the ' Promiſcs made to. the 
Church 'reſpecting her future. Glory, Peace, and 
Blefſedneſs in _ the days of the Meſſiah, are given 
forthias to: the Seed and Offspring of the Church 
then in Being, z tho' they did - really belong. to, 
;.and were-.intcuded for, ( not a carnal Offspring, 
but ) thoſe that. God ſhould, continue tojown.as 
| his Covenant-People and , Chuzxch 3. even. ſuch 
as ſheuld:walk in the_ eps, of Abrabam's Faith, 


-. the Gtntiles, : as well as; Jews. - 


$10, All-that now remains to be done before 
:J:draw/t0 a Period of this, Diſcourle, is to.conti- 
z der how far zbe' mutugl. Reſpet of the Promiſes 
wnade ta: Abraham. may guide us towards a right 
:nniderfianding, how Circamc:fion became unto 
1iAbrabath,- @ Seol of the Righteoxſneſy of Faith, &c. 
;-which the Apolile athzms it to have bin, Rom.g-11. 
| And 


' 


| 
' 
; 
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'" Chap: B. Promiſes made to Abraham. 185 _ 


| And in opening that Text, the grand ObjeQion 

 ,2gainf] that Notion of the Covenant of Circutt- 

F « *cifion which I have inſiſted on, will be obviated, 

In order hereunto, I ſhall firſt ſet down the Text, 

| and give you a brief Expoſition of it ; then ſhew 

| you wherein it was verified : and offer ſomethirlg 
for the {ixengthening and Eviction of the Sence 

giyen. | | 

The words of the Text are; 

And he received the Sign of Cirenmiſion, a Stat 
of the Righteouneſs of Faith which he had being yes 
wncircumciſed z that be might be the Father of all 
them that believe, . tho” they be not circumciſed, that 

Uh. 9p may be imputed unto them alſ0;' 
| In the Verſes foregoing the Apofile is diſcout(- 
ing of the time wherein Abraham's Faith was im- 
| puted to him for Righteouſneſs, and proves from 
| thence the equal Right of the uncircumciſed: Gen- 
| tile (if a Believer ) with the circumciſed: Jew, 
in the Bleflings.of the Goſpel, by means of a 
ſpiritual Relation ro Abraham,” inaſmuch” as bis 
| Faith | was reckoned to bim for Righteouſneſs, not"in 
Circumciſion, but 'in Uncircumcifion 3 © 
And. be received the Sign of Ctreumeciſion 5 -j. e. 
Cixcumcifion whith tyas a"Sign'3 It is genitivus 
Hogs as when we rad the City of: Jeruſalem 3 
for -, the City Pls pſalem , -and the like: 'Some 
| Greek Copics.do here read mieperopeny, * 'This*be- 
lengs to the general 1 uſe; vature; and end of Cir- 
Ccumciſion, it was a $7 _ __ ITiopehver, unto 
 Arabes it was Se 1908 ES Up hLGE 
| a 


x86 . The mutual Reſpect of the Chap. $. 
_ . , n= A Beal of the Righteouſneſs of the F aith zobich | 
| be bad being yet uncircumciſed 3 A Seal is for Confire | 
mation, and Aſſurance; and in' this notion 'of g 
Seal there may be ſome reſpe& to that. viſible | -« 
Mark and CharaGter which remained in che Fleſh | 0 
. of him that was circumciſed ; for we read nor thae | # 
- any other Ordinance (no not Baptiſm ) is ſo | 
called in Scripture but in the New Teſtament 
the ſealing of Believers is. attributed to the Holy 
Ghoſt. EN ey a nt ws 
-.; —— Of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which he 
© bd, yet being. uncircumciſed; that is, of his beitg 
Righteous before God thro* believing 3 whith 
Faith he had, and which Righteouſneſs was im- 
puted ro him (the Relative may agree with either 
Antecedent:) . while he was'uncircumciſed ; ' There 


on WW A mm - & 


. heving Gentiles,; tho? they be not circumclfed 
inaſmuch as they alſoare a part of that ſpit 


Secd promiſed to him in- Uncircumciſion,'?- . 
-* ———Thot Righteouſneſs might be inqpicted #6 theng 


' 86 : rake it as before; that it-mighr be made ma» 


aifeſt, and . confirmed, that Righteouſneſs is, and 
fhal be imopured to thm alſo: See ver, 23;24 


$. 11. Having. given this . brief Explication 
of the Terms -ufed inthe Text, the next thi 
to be enqurired is3 wherein are the Conterits of 
it verified ? 'or how, 'or 'in what reſpe&; was 
Citcumcilion a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the 
Faith _ Abrabam had being yet” uncircumse 
cifed ? 


For anſwer to this Eriquiry 5 obſerve, 


1. That in the Prologue to this Covenant ef 
Circumcifion Gen. 17. God did cxpreſly*renew, 
and confirm to Abrabam, the great Promiſe' 6f 
the Covenant of Grace, concerning the juſtifyin 
of the Gentiles by Faith in Chriſt, which Bleſſing 
they ſhould receive in the Relation of Children to 
Abrabam, and ſo he ſhould become the Father of 
many Natjons 3 And the Covenant of Circumci- 
fion being added to former. TranſaQions wherein 
God had confirmed his Covenant in Chriſt with 
Abraham ; the uſe of Circumiciſion (as to him) was 
not limited to that Covenant of Peculiarity' unto 
which icdid immediately belong, but muſt neceſſs- 
rily reach faxther,and incladea Confirmation of all 


J . precding Thawſalionh; & the Promiſes given inthert3 


clpeci- 
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183 The miinual Reſpect of the . Chap. 8: 


eſpecially; of that which was repeated; immedi- 
atcly betoze the Inſtitution thereof. . The Promi- 


{cs of God to Abraham. ( tho; of a different Na-.: 


ture) did: not interfere - one 'with another 3 but 
the latter ill implyzd''a Confirmation .and Ra» 


tification of the former 3 This Covenant there- - 


fore, did not ſupplant, but-confirm che Fruth of 
the Goſpel before preached. to Abraham, it was 
Bot added to diſannul the Promiſe, but to (erve 
the, Ends thereof 3 and .therefore Circumciſion 


did not.only ſeal to Abraham the Promiſes of ty- | 


ical Bleflings now given, but alfo was a Seal of 
the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which he had being 
t uncircumciſed, that he might be the Father of all 

that belive 4n Unoircumciſion. + | 7 
2, It was ſo ( tho? more indiredly ) on this 

2ccount- allo: 4 Tr ten -.2 
Abraham's Faith (as. we- have: ſeen before ) 
was much concerned in: the\Promiſe- ;of 1/zac's 
Birth, and the ſeparating, of his Seed: from other 
Nations for the bringing fotth of the 'Meſfieh 3 
and he knew well that the Covenant of Circume 
cifion ; was made with him in purſuance of the 
great. Promiſes before given 3: and fo the Seca}. of 
this Covenant became unto him, a Seal of the 
Righteouſneſs of the Faith which he had before, 
and ' confirmed him in; bis paternal Relation' to 
Belicvess:jn-all. Nations; which was an Honour 
before-; eanferred on' him. It is the Diſcovery 
of the, Subſerviency, af Circumcilion, ; as received 
3 Coyce 
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Chap..&z Promiſes. made to Abrabain. x&g | 


ty of Grace ( which - was: confirmett 'e& 
brabam before he--was  circumdiſed } thirithe: 
Apalile.-particulazly aims- at in 'this\Phace 3s. and 
Fo up i that. the;;Govanant of. Cicumdiſibn'\ is) 

-far frgm exduding the Gentiles fron-inheriritig 


' the Bletling of 4brabaw;hy Faith-x astthatiie was; 


to him an Aſſurance and Scal of the/Promitſo:of ſo? 
great @: Priviledg; $0.\thents -as' alſo-ofithis owns 
Jukitication thro? Frith; while uncircumciſed; in 
: Apd.morcover z/; The, Covenant: of Gircumcifid. 


; on.nq} being ſo compleat in. it ſelf;,45) rocbsing) 


the Church unto that, Perfection which irdrthe (el 
ternal Counſels of God's Soveraign',Grace'\was 
intended3. and ys not capable to:make any 
thing perfe&; by.itifelf mtylt, needs; be: eftbliſhed! 
as typical, and-fybſcryiant to the, Covenant iof: 
Grace, .in a; temporniry -Niſpenſatipn:;that-ſhould> 
uſher. in, and, then; give Place to tlie! Gaſpel,; in 
the fulpeſs of Time » and.3n reſpect of this Djipo<i 
litiog;-of the, Covenant now made,;1$he Bign by: 
which it..was canfirmed,: became; ultirhately and 
ig. its, typical. reſpeRz z;Scal of the;Righteouſnefs 
of the-Faith'which Abrobyos bad befoxear:i3'i * 7 
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 $+.12. Tt is no ways difficult to@pErive;thar 


| Circumciſion might have.a, different Reſpect; ac 


cording to the differing, Cixcumſiances and:Capas! 
city of,its SubjeR, 3. Yea; that it hal y inpnothent 
laſtange Jath becncalready proveds, It, was x Seab 
of the Inheritange of Canaan, to; the Childrer of 


Iſrael, and id cnlunthe Fromiſevierobl Ach 


« F 


190 .'The: mutual Reſped? of the Chap. 8! 


and their Secd 3 But it'gave their Bond-ſervants | 


no ſuch 'Right-or Claim 3 Even fo, it was to Abra- 
hom a: Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which 
he bad, 8c. but this aroſe from the peculiar, and 


extraordinary Circumſtances, and Capacity that , 


he.was:in 3 'for it is not/ ' to conceivethat 
Circumcition' ſhould bes Seal of the Righteouſneſs 
of the Faith which be had' while nncirewmeiſed,that be 
migbt he the F atber of alf that believe in Uneirexmct-. 
fon, to one that never had Faith, either before or 
aftex his' Cirxcumcifion, nor- ever had, or ſhould 
have, :the Relation of a Father to all Believers, as 
Hbraham had. | ny, Ne 


here: with-reſpe& to-the peculiar Circumſtances, 


Now that the Apoſtle fpeaks of Circumciſion' | 
and 'Capacity of Abrahais who received it, is evi- | 


dent from the ſcope af his Diſcourſe in the Con- | 
text in which the Argument-that he manageth, | 
is to p#ove that neither could Circumciſion give to | 
any an Tntereſi in that Grace, that juſtifies a Sinner” 
before God,' nor- the want of it hinder any from | 
obtaining that Intereſt, "in the'way, and 'upow 
the Terms of the Gofpel3 ſeeing Abraham /him- 
ſelf obtained it not by his carnal Prerogative, but 
was juſtified before he was circumciſed 3 And the 
whole ftzefs of his Argument, lies upon the Sup- 
polition-of Abrabaw's being a Believer, and Juſti- 
fied by his Faith, before he received Circuniciſi- 
6n3 Remove this, and: his' Diſcourſe concludes 
nothing of what he intends; And hence he infers, 
that: Abrabars received Circumciſion fo, as that 1 

= Was 
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Chap, 8. Promiſes made to Abraham. I91 
was to him, a;Seal,,( not ſimply, of the Righte-: 
ouſne(s'of Faith,.ot of the New-Coyenant, but} 
of the Righteouſmeſs. of the Faith which be bad bang. 
yet wencireumciſedsias allo of his paternal Relation 


' £0 all Believers tho? they be not circumciſed ; for 


{o:it follows, #hat he: might be zbe. Father of all theme 
that believe And.it is equally. ablurd. to fay that, 
GCircurnciſion was a:Seal una all, its.Subjects, 
the Rightcouſneſs:of Faith! which,they, had white, 
uacitrumciſcd,' as tor. affirm | chat it was the. Seab 
of-a paterval Relatiantoiall Reeyers, unto ves, 
ry,ohe that xeceived: ©: Both theſe maſt neceſlas, 
ily be. reſolved. jnto:the, peculiar /Cirg 


_ of: Abrabam; tb partjcular Relation, he- had. 


the Covenants made; wich him, ang the' order of 
their Diſpoſition 3 and. not into:the nature of Ciz», 


| cumcifion canſideredfimply,/an;jo.i ſelf. ;, . 


. And: moreover it: is obſervable, That immedia 


| ately after, inthe «continuance, of ; his; Diſcor 
 tn/Roms 4. the Apolile-refers Circumciſion to xt 


Law, in coneradiſtinQion from the.[Golpels. 
When! he: hath, toldiius:: that the. girclonciſed. Fe 
could not obtain the: Blefſing of a ſpiritual Relarhs 
onto Abraham: by virtue: of. his. Cirenmgiſion, unle 
be-did walk inthefteps of Abrahatws Faith,  whic 


 hithad while wncirexnciſed, vex. 14, he abgns this 


39ithe reaſon of it-in the 13th Verſez, For the Prox 
wiſhthat be ſhould be the Heir ,of the World, wat 
48 10 Abrabam\er: 26 bis Seed, thro! the. Law, but 
ahrongh vhe Righteowſneſs. of Fatith, -, And, 1 canngt 
ſee how the Conclufion which the Apoſtle makes 
- concern- . 


192 L be jaulual Reſpect of the ap. 09, 

. «Aba: 3 +4 . py A 4 fone? } 
concerning the Incflicacy of Circumciſion, is en- 
forced by this Reaſon, -if Circumcition immedi» 
ately'and in its,own- Nature? had 'not. belonged - 
eo' the 'Law 3 bit, to: the Righteouſneſs of Faith; 


or Covenant of | Grace, ” an ordanary S eal-therks" 


" "Again 5 The Interpretation made of this Texe! 
is farther ffrengthened by the 'conference of other" 


opus. 


Places in- the 'New-Teſtament, "where we 'tind? | 


hat Circumiſibh-is filed: :an' xnſwpportable; Toke,! 

&. 5-10; and'is faid to hy Mtfrunder ar! Oblie:/ 
gation to" keep the- whole Law GiM,5. 3. and; the 
complcat' Difpenſation of :Grazeinthe Goſpel ac- 
cording tothe New=Coveniant,isconftantly infilted 
5 as that which #enders-it:ucecrly uſelels to the 

ety Pegs manifeſts the -Inconfiſiency' 


6Frecaining the Pratilc thereof, : with the 'Liber- 


ty. of their preſcnt"State ©: See for Infiance- the | 
Epiftle t0 the Gatatiant, and: in Obap. 5, 135 the | 


Apoitte'te1lsthtm if he did yet preuch Circumciſion, 
then ' was the' Offence of the=Craſp: caſed; and 'he 


#iight have lived free from rhe*-Perſecuridns/he | 
tow ſuffered -fronv+the unbelieving Jews: [In way | 
che Apoſtles -prexching 'Chrift,' foras therein ts 

Mlert the Th#king and removing; of that OldCo- | 


Fenant; 'unto which Citcurtcifiewidid 'beldn 
5nd by Which the Jews held tho" Righe- of ehici 
we Priviltedges'/( tho” now in” Truth;'ithe 
ontinuance'sf thoſe could no"longer have beow 
Freal Privitedg- 6 them )'thatiwas the ground 
&f the Controverfie betwixt" thomy' and of cheis 
£954 77 NCOGH 98 1011111575, 17 unread 
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Chapi 8.) Promiſes maple to Abraham. 193 
unreaſonable Oppoſition to him : For if the Cbn-* 
ttoverfis had: been abowt'the' Mode of adminiftring = 
the fame: Covenant, and the 'Change*only 'of an 
external. Rite, by bringing: Baptiſm into-the-place 
of Circumciſion, to ſerve for the ſame Uſe and End” 
now, as that had 'done before, - the heat of their 
Conteſts might ſoon haye:been allayed3' cfpeci-' 
ally confidering the latter 4s far leſs painful 'and 
dangerous'than the fortier:* But he- will certain- 
ly find himſelf. ingaged in-a very difficult -Task, 
that ſhall ſeriouſly endeavour "to reconcile T* 
Apoſtles diſcourſes of Circumciſion; with' ſich a. 
Notion of it: Circumcifion- was an Ordrnarice 
of the, Old - Covenant, and 'appertained to the 
Law, . and therefore. did direQly bind its Sahjects - 
to a legal Obedience 3 -but Baptiſm is' an Ordi- 
nance of. the - Goſpel, and':( beſides other excet- 
lent, and molt comfortable ' Uſes?) idirefy*$b- 
ligeth- its Subjcs- ro- Goſpe-Obedience3,' Ai 
therefore -is' rather, in 'this 'reſpe& 6þpoſed "ko, 
than ſubſtituted in'-the place of Cireumciſibn ; 
And certainly-it 'is ' morei ſafe to 'interpret®? one 
Text according to the gentral Current 'of Scripture, 
and in a "full Harmony thevewith,- than' to force 
ach a (ence upon many Fixts; which in no wife 
they will admit, to bring) them into a Compliance 
with that Notion of ons which our” triiids ge pre 
Gb 

xc8s 


poſſeſt with; And it is: plain that* the"No 
have- inſiſted! :on, fully. agrees. with other pl: 
where Gircumcition* is diſcourfed ' of -decotting 
toits:immediate and _ Ul in theeol#Cove- 


nant ; 
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nants. For there can be ug Eontradiviotiin aſcribe 
* Ing 2 different, and. ſeemingly oppoſite, Uſe and, 
End, tothe fame thing, if it be dane in a-diffe- 


rent Refpee : What Circumciſion was dize#ily and. + 


*s its immediate Uſe, js one things and what it) 


Was 4 ſubordingte to, 4 better” Covenant, | and Pro--. 
miſe, thas had Pregedgncy $0 it, is angthers And= | 


4 


uf 6 que to. canceive, that-it might be. that 40 the 
Father of the faithful, in its extraordinary Inftitati» 
on, that It could nat þe.to the Children af the Fleſh, 
or Farnal. Seed, an its ordinary Uſe, MERGE cl 

. To. conglude, if Circumciſion and - Baptifm 
hayc the fame Uſe, and are Scals of the ſame Coe 
Vvenant, I can hardly imagine how the | Applicati- 
on of both to the ſame. Subjects ſhould -at any 
time be proper 3 and'yst. we find thoſs that were 
cxeumciſed in their Infancy, were alſo baptized 
upan, the, Profeſhan of Faith and Repentance, 


- and; thar, before Ciroumciſiag. was ehrogeted 3 yea - 


accOraing {9 the Opinion that hath becn-argued 
*g2infſt, The Jews that believed befare Chriſt had 
ſuffered, were at the: ſame:time under: a Come 
mand. both of circuraciting and: baptiaing their 
Infapt-ſeed. But if he Principles that this Dis 
(courſe is, bile upon;--be well proved by Saripe 
ture, as I take them to: be, there muſt be allowed 
4 ot Diſparity, betwizt Circymeifian and Bape 
film: The O!d-Covenant,, is not the Nev, nor that 
Which is aholifted, the fame with that :which-rer 


Wai 3 aud till theſe become oue; Baptiſm: oud:Circame> | 
eifus will ngycr be. found Js Jar. on, 'a6'that the 


aut} bs a am wes. £6.” 


Low, |. 
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| Lew forapplying this, ſhould be a ſufficient War- 
| ,rant for the Adminiſtration of that, unto Infants. - 


4 


th. 
— ——— 


'We have now paſt through the Covenant- 
'Tranſations of God with Abraham; after which 
' we find no fignal Alteration in the ſtate of the _ 
- Church, by any New TranſaQiions, until the 
- Law was given upon Mount Sinai, And theres - 
; fore I ſhall here put a Period to my preſent Dif- 
* courſe, it being intended only, of the Cove. 
' nants that God made with Mcn before the 
Law. h 
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h1d no other Son in whom he might expca the 
tulnllipg ot the Vronnte when Iſaac was Jolts 
and Yer Hoon the Accomplithment of this Promale. 
m the bringing 14/4 ot the BMEſkgar tn Jraze's Line, 
the etrrnatd Sal itionn of Abram, and of the wile 
(. Daren « pen (} 1 Ti thee tor ic 1 called 4 


$ , n , 
6 } | 4 2 Y i — AÞ 17 117 ww %@S nr P II TITY 
S0n, but DCcos'iic ic was 4 aly H ir © toe Pro- 
mfr, IJ bis Muaght Rave caliked he picatrchilt AN xt 


cty of Mind wmizginab'c, in Abrabam, had lic at 
all confultcd with Hitt and Blucd in the cal: » 
but his Faith ovarcamec this Difficulty. and filew- 
ced all carnal Kcalonings about ric Inpotbb:lity 
ot the Accumpliuthmort ot the Fronutc, it this 
Command were obcycd 3 Accounting that Go was 
able to rail» bim rp, cen . from the Dead, trom 
whence allo he receiced him in a Figure: Heb-11.19. 
And the Iſſue made it abundantly minitett, that 
the readineſs of Avraham to obcy in this Calc, 
did put the Promiſe to no real Hazards tor it 


brought foith micans of tarther Contirmation of 
his Faith, by the Exhibition of an emznent 1ype of 


the Redemption of the Church by the Death and 
Relurreion of Chiift 3 unto which was addc/l 
the renewing of Go4's Promiſes to hum, both tor his 
ſpiritual and carnal Seed and that with their Cone 
firmation by the Oath of the great God # Gen, 22, 
17, 15. But to return to that which concerns ous 
preſent Purpole. . | 
. From theſe things we may certainly colle&, 
that all the Promiſes madc to Am were Ot» 


 dered | 
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\dered of God to meet in one general Iſſue; For 25 
the Promiſes concerning the carnal Sccd, war 
th.ir State, were fubſcrvicent unto the Ends ot 
ot God's Covcnant with the ſpiritual S:cd ; > 
ilfo the the From ncs I'® ulaily belonging to the 


i rituzl! %t wWcick VC the il | tir Ce 16d Ac. 
6. | l:thun Crit Of 4 NIC4 £0 of murt d f 4 f 4 oF A. 

ti 4 ing to 46 | 1.46 And ther. torc thiat 

# L774 i | Prom ts which hath £ ' (I. 

d ti Vou, ougint nut in ery WAlc fo {com 


.<. Apan, Thc teal Reſpeli and Analogy of 

; t Prcultarity whto tie Covenant of Grace, 

KOT OO wor tully revialed, and accompliſhed 

in Clive. HotS anoliicy xccalion ot. arid Reaton 
for, thc mrerwweauens Of tholc Promiſes which re» 
0.10 4 Uitinct Application; lome of them bc- 
1, Ng, Inancdiatcly to the carnzl, and others to 
the tywitual Sced,as ariting trom the ſprings, and 
ordered towards the Minittration of two dittinct 
Covenants: |hat there was a Diſpolition of 
things in the Old Tetiament with a typical Re- 
{pet to the things that arc ot a ſp.ritual Nat ure, 
and Concern, in the New, is fo tully, and clearly 
atlexted by the Holy Ghott in the Scriptures, that 
it hath obtained a gencral Acknowledgment from 
thoſe that own their Authorityz as alſo that 
many things in the Tranſactions of God with 
Abraham were of this Nature 3 largely to inlilt on 


theſe things 1s belices my prefent Dclign 3 only 
AY, tor 


Fe Mc 
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for the bctter clearing of the Point under Conlſvſg; 
deration, I ſhall bricfly touch upon tomerhingh, 
of this kind : And ktirli, let it be obſcrved 3 by 
That the Body of the Iſraelitihh Nation, confi, f 
dcered as an holy People, and the Lord's firſt-born, Yc 
'Y Excd. 4. 22, 23. Jer. 2.3. bcaring in their Fleſh, 
i the Character of Circumcition { which Jaia rhcmp,,. 
| undcr an Obligation to perform the Rightcoutnels,,,,, 

of the Law ) was not only a Secd feparatcd unto Ris 
lf God for the bringing torth of the M-f:2b, buth,, | 
Ml; alſo, was a Type of Chriſt myſtical, viz. of thath; : 
d | Sced, and Body, whereof Chrilt is thc Headf,,, 
and true Believers are the Members ( who in this q,, 
Relation are conſidered as complcat in him ) and Joy 
ſo did eminently point at his being made znderþ,;. 
the Law, Gal. 4+ 4. and ( by the pericct tulhllingfy,j 
thereof ) becoming the End of the Law for Righte Sig; 
onſneſs to every one that believeth 5 Rom: 10. 4. ing 
Thus much (1 ſuppoſe ) may be tairly gather-ſ,,; 
ed from that ſaying, of the Prophet in Hof. 11.1, 
| * Out of Egypt have 1 calledſy,, 
* Vid. Finn 43- gy Son; compared with Mat, ſn 

& ciuſdem nat 5g 2.15. wherethe Evangcliti ap- der 
plics it unto Chriſt. And, prof} j, 

bably for this reaſon is Chrilt propheftied ot byfy,s 
the Name of Iſrael, Eſa. 49. 3. Chrilt was th. 
Seed in whom the Subttance of that Rightcoulſh,g 
nefs, that was ſhadowed in the Circumcition ofthe 
Iſrael, was to be found 3 and trom whom it 15\,1,;, 
derived upon all true Believers tor their Jultifiſj, «4 


cation bctore God, and IntroduGiion into jo 4 x 
; tat 
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nivf5:2zte whercin they ſhould acceptably walk before 
ung God, and worſhip him in newzeſs of Spirit ; Thus 
Circumcition did not only oblige to the keeping 
vibÞf the Law ( in which reſpec, it was an heavy. 
wnfyoke AG. 15. 10, ) but did alſo ( as fubſervj- 
leſtÞcnr ro the Promiſe ) point at the M:fi-h who 
1cmfyas to come under a legal Bond to fultil all Righte- 
nels oufneſs, that thro* Faith in his Name ſuch a 
mntdRightconſnels might be obtained, as is witneſſed 
buth;, both by the Law and the Prophets : Rom. 3.21. 
thatit is Chriſt alone, in whom the Deſign ot Cir- 
cad [cymcition is fully anſwered : And as under the 
tniÞo!d Teſtament-Minitſtration, no Man could en- 
andy the Priviledges of the Covenant of Peculiarity 
ndery;chout Circumciſion, none being admitted to 
linghwalk before God in that Covenant, without this 
obte Sign of a perfect Rightcouſneſs and Purity accord- 
ing to the Law 3 fo now, none can have entrance 
Arinto the Kingdom of Grace, nor obtain a Right 
I« 14n the ſpiritual Blcfſings and Priviledges of the 
alledNcw-Covenant, but by an Interelt in the Righte-= 
Math:1fneſs of Chriſt thro? Faith, and by coming un- 
tapJder the Tmputation of his Obedience, wheeein 
PIO the Law was fultlled for us, And ſccing this 
t byÞwas one (2nd that the moſt comfortable, if not 
5 thilthe chicf ) «nd of Circumcition, as it ſerved the 
-oulFDcfign of the Covenant of Grace towards the Elec; 
n Uftthe Continuance of it now, with the ſame reſpect 
it which it had in its firit Inſtitution, would be 
iftifi-Fljn eftc&, 'to deny that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 
> 1 intend not by any thing I have ſaid to inti- 
Stat 7 mate 
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mate a Denial of the typical reſpect of Circumci- 
ſion to the Sandification of Believers alſo ; ncither 
is that Notion of it in the leatt weakened, but ra- 
ther ſircngthencd in its proper Place 3 For as the 
real Holineſs of Bclicvers fprings from their Union 
to Chriſt, and Juiithcation thro' the Faith of his 
Name » ſo I take Circumciſion, tirlt to Jook to- 
_ wards that pertc& Rightcouſncls which we have 
in Jcſus Chriſt 3 and then to that ſincere ( tho! 
impertcct ) Holiacls that is wrought in us by the 
Spirit of Chrilt; For we are the Circumciſion which 
worſhip God in the Spirit 3 and reayce in Chrift Fe- 
ſis, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh: Phil.3.3. 


$6.6. And I conceive if thoſe othcr Texts in 
the New-Tectiament that look towards the my- 
ſtical uſe of Circumciftion, be well weighed, and 


the ſcope of the Context in which they arc, du- |. 


ly conſidered, they will calt a great Light upon 
the Notion propoſed to you 3 I cannot liay upon 
all, But for Inſtance, Jet us repair to Col. 2. 11, 
In whom alſo ye are circumciſed with the Circamciſtr 
on made without hands, in putting off the Body of 

the Sins of the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt. 
The deſign oft the Apoltle's Diſcourſe in the 
whole Context, is, to confirm the Souls of the 
believing Coloſtans in the Faith of the Golpel, 
and particularly in that great Article of the Chritti- 
an Religion concerning our being juſtified freely by 
#be Grace of God, thro" the Redemption that is in 
Chriſt Feſis 3 Rom. 3. 24. and to caution them 
_ not 
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not to be Ied away by the Errozr of the Wicked 
trom the Simplicity of Truth which they had rc- 
ceived 3 But as they had received Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord , ſo they ſhould walk in bim : Rooted and built 
up .in him, 'and eſtabliſhed in the Faith ; ver. 6, 7. 
And ( faith he ) Beware leſt any Man ſpoile you” 
throuzh Philoſophy and vain Deceit, aftcr the Traditi= 
on of Men, afier the Rudiments of the World, and 
nt after © hriſt;, ver. 8. The Men which the A- 
poſile brands in theſe Jatt Words, are thoſe that 
cndeavour'd the Subvertion of. the Liberty of the 
Gentile Churches, and intangling them again in 
the yoke of Legal Bondage 3 in order whereunto, 
they did not only affert the Lroitical Ceremonies, 
to be (till, aud in their own nature,accentable Ser- 
vice to God 3 but alſo, that they were of perpe- 
tual Uſe, becauſe of thoſe Philoſophick Secrets,,and 
Myſteries of Nature, which they pretended were 
wrapt up in them which Conceit they had no - 
ground for ( God having at no time appointed 
them to ſuch an End ) but. from the Tradition'of 


| Itheir Elders: This it is which the Apdſile intends; 


by Philoſophy and vain. Deceit after the Tradition of 
Men ; And, to prevent their being in{nared with 
this corrupt DoGrrine, he informs them how Chrilt 
was the End. and Subſtance of all thoſe Shadows, 
and that all Fulneſs dwels in him, in whom they 
were compleat 3 and therefore ought not to turn 
back to the Law, or its-Ceremonies, to ſeck Per- 
eion from them ſeeing by Chriſt they were 


mnade:Partakers of that real Benehr, which was 


but 


174 The mutual Reſped of the Chap. 8. 


but darkly pointed at, and ſhadowed by the Ce- 
remonies ot the Law : For ſo he adds in this 
11th Verſe, In whom alſo ye are circumciſed; (mind ) 
They arc not faid to be circumciſed in themſelves, 
but in Chriſt ; becauſe in him they were com- 
pleately juſtined by the Imputation of a perfedt 
Righteouſneſs, which Circumcition under the Law, 
as an Ordinance of the Old Covenant, did oblige 
Men to, and as ſubordinate to the Promiſe did 
pretigure: Hence the Apoltle affirms, that Belie- 
vers are the Circumciſion, who place their whole 
Truli in Jeſus Chriſt : Phil.3.3. and whereas they 
are alto deſcribed to be ſuch as worſhip God in the 
Spirit 3 this doth not reftrain the Notion of their 
Circurncilion to the Righteouſneſs of Sanctincati- 
on, but rather deſcribes the Perſons by another 
Fruit, and Property, of that Grace whereby they 
are jultihied 3 Confer. Rom. 8.4, In the following 
words of this Text in Coloſ. the Circumcition ſpo- 
ken of, is faid to be, In the putting off the Ba- 
dy of the Sins of the Fleſh; which is primarily in- 
tended of our Juſtification, and includes Sanci- 
fication as a neceſiary Concomitant thereof 3 It 1s 
by Juſtification that -we are compleatly delivered 
from @ State of Sin, and the Maſs of Corruption 
( as Joſhua was from his filthy Garments ) Zach.3.4. 
by an Implancation .into, and Union with Chritt, 
who dycd tor our Sins, and roſe apain for our 
Juſtification 3 and therefore this change of their 
State, is {aid to be, by:their being quickned together 
with Chriſt ; vcr. 13, and this quickning —_— 

O 


—— 
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of Fulification, wherein they were raifed from 
that deadly fitate of Guiltinefſs, in which they 
were, while dead in their Sins, and the uncircum- 
cifion of their Fleſh, unto a fiate of Life, Righte- 
oufnefs. and Acceptance with God, who forgives 
them all Treſpaſſer. Now this putting off the Body of 
the Sins of the Fleſh, 1s, 

—— By the Circumciſion of Chriſt, T know Ex+ 
poſitors do generally take that Circumciſion which 
is the work of the Spirit of Chrilt in the Soul, 
r0 be here intended 3 as they do apply the whole 
Verſe to our Sanctification 3 but I conceive as our 
Juſtification is primarily intended in the Contexr, 
ſo the ſcope of the Apoltle's Diſcourſe Jeads us 
rather to interpret this to be that Circumciſion 
wherewith Chriſt was circumciſed ; the Sign being 
put for the thing ſignified viz. the Circumciſion 
of Chriſt, for his perte& Obedience, and futilling 
of the Law : In Circumcifion was the firſt bear- 
ing of the Yoke of the Law 3 and by it the Per+ 
ſon circumciſed was bound to keep the whole 
Law, otherwife his Circumciſion became Uncircrm- 
cifion > Rom» 2: 25. (ſo then, the Circumcition of 
Chriſt is a convincing Evidence of his bcing 
made under the Law and by a pertect tulhiling 
thereof, he brought in that everlaſting Righte- 
ouſnefs, thro? the Imputation ef which, all that 
are in him arc juſtitied before God : And this 
Communion that Believers have with Chriſt in 
his Benefits thro? the Faith of rhe Opcration of 
God, is in a lively manner held out, and fig- 

nificd 
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nitied to them in their Baptifin, wherein the 
are {aid to be both buried and riſen together witl 
him , Col. 2. 12. The Iamuertion of the Bod 
into the Watcr bearing an Analogy to his Burial, 
as the railing of it again out of che Water doth 
ro his Reſurrection. This the Apotile intends, 
that evcn their Baptiſm upon their tirlt receiving, 
and protcſion of the Chriitian Religion, did 
teach and oblige them to live upon Chrilt alone, 
and to joyn no other thing with him in the 
Foundation of their Hope, | 

Theſe things being io, Circumciſion was of 
uſe no longer, neither had Chriliians any 
Concerninent in it 3 for having, reached the Ac- 
comp'iſhment of its utmoli End in Jeſus Chrili, 
it expired in Courſe, and vaniſhed away with 
the whole Frame of the Moſaical Occonomy ; 
And ſo tar is the Apolile from intimating that 
Baptiſm came in the room of Circumcition, that 
he diſcourſes of them, as appertaining to two Co- 
venants ſo difſerenced one from. the other, and in 
their compleat Miniſtration oppoſed the one to the 
other, as that they could by no means (in his 
laſt reſpe& ) conlilt together. 


$. 7, In the ncxt place It is to be noted, | 
That there was © 4 typical Repreſentation of 
© the future State of the Church ( viz. in the 
” * days of the Goſpel ) in the preſent TranſaRti- 
* ons' of God with Abraham, and the State of bis 
& Family thereupon. The Explication of all Par: 
ticulars 
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ticulars belonging hereunto, would require an 
inlargement of this Diſcourſe beyond its intended 
Bounds 3 And therefore, to our preſent Purpoſe, 
I (hall only point at the Heads of thoſe things 
which the Apolile ſets before us in Gal. 4. from 
ver 21, to the end of the Chapter, 

Upon the reading of this Context, you will 
obſerve that the Allegory inlifted on by the Apo- 
ſtle is grounded upon this hiitorical Verity, 

I. That Abraham had a twofold Sced 3 the 
one proceeding from him according to the ordinary 
Courſe, and by the Strength of Nature, the othcr 
brought forth by virtuc of a Promiſe 3 the one 
was Iſhmael by Hagar, a Bond-woman, the other 
Tſaac by Sarah a Free-woman. 

2. The Bond-woman and her Son, had the 
Precedence, in time of Conception and Birth, to 
the Free-woman and her Son, | 

3. In proceſs of time the Sonof the Bond-woman 
who was born after the Fl, perſecutes the von 
of the Free-woman who was born after the$p:rit 
i. Cc. in the virtue of the Promiſe 3 And thereup» 
on the Bond-woman and her Son are caſt wit of tlie 
Family, and Iſaac remains there as the only Hci 
of his Father's Blcthing, 

That theſe things were diſpoſed of God with 
2 typice! Reſp: to Goſpel-times, the Apofit: at- 
tizins» and thus appiys them : 

Hagar was a Type of mount Sinai, and thc 
Legal Covenant there eſtablithed 3 and 15%: :c7 
was a Type of the carnal Seed of Abraham as under 
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— 


[ 


178 The mutual. Reſpe& of the Chap. 8. 


that Covenant : Sarah was a Type of the New- 
Jernſalem, or of the Goſpel-Church founded -on 
ihe Covenant of Grace 3 And Tſaac, a Type of 
the true Mcmbers of that Church, who are born 
cf the Spirit 3 being converted by the power of 
the Holy Gholt, tor the fulhlling of the Promile 
ct the Father, unto Jeſus Chrilt the Mediator : 
And, the Ejedion of Hagar and Iſhmael was to 
torethew the Abrogation of the Sinai-Covenant, 
and- diſſolving of the Jewiſh Church-ſtate 3 that 
{0 the Inhcritance of ſpiritual Bleftings might be 
clearly devolved upon the Children of God by 
Faith in Jeſus Chritt. 

There are many other things worthy to be ob- 
ſcrved, which it is not my preſent Work to 
intii upon 3 this general View which hath been 
taken of the Context being ſufficient to prepare 
Our Way tO the following Obſervations. 


' $.8. Firſt, The Apofile who in Gal. 3. 5, & 
17. calleth the Promiſe recorded in Gen, 12, the 
Goſpel preached to Abraham 3 and the Covenant con- 
firmed of God in Chriſt : doth here expreſly call that 
Covenant-Tranſaction unto which Circumciſion 
belorged, and whercin the Right and Friviledg' 
of the natural Seed of Abraham was ltated, the 
Law; and their deſire of being under. it, he 
condemns, as proceeding from their Folly and Tf 
norance: Gal. 4.21, I 


2. Notwithſtanding all the Priviledges of Ifraet: 


$ 


after the Flelb, they remained in a ſtate of Bond-; 


age 
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w- | age under the Law: And their being Parties in 
on | the Sinai Covenant, and in the Covenant of Cir- 
ot | cumciſion, and Children of the earthly Feruſalen 
mn | (or Members of that Church whoſe State was 
of | founded on the Covenants before mentioned ) 
le | and fo intcreficd in all the Worthip there to be 
Tr: | performed, (all this I ſay ) could no more give 
to | them Intereſt in, and Right to. the ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ty | tings of Abraham, then Jhmael's carnal Des 
at | ſcent from him, could eicher inright himſelt or 
be | his Seed, in the Covenant of Pe-uliarity made 
by | with Iſrael, and the outward Blcthngs thereof: 
For altho' the Seed of Abraham by Iſaae were 
b- | under the Diſvenſation of thoſe Bleflings that 
to | were the ſhadow, and Type of the good things 
en | of the Goſpel yet their Birth-right, and proper 
re | Claim in the Intereſt of their Covenant? did fall 
as far ſhort of Goſpel-bletlings, as I/>mae''s did 
of their Priviledzcs3 For as Iſbmael was, in 4 lis 
Ge | zeral Sence, born aftcr the Fleſh and the Son of 
tbe | 2 Bond-woman, ſo were they myſtically 3 and as 
M- | Thmael did perſecute Tſaac, fo they ( being putt 
at | up with a vain Confidence in their carnal Privi- 
on | Jedg, and Prerogative ) did not only reject the 
dg'f| Goſpel themſelves, but alſo perſecuted the Chil- 
tbe dren of the New Jeruſalem, And therefore as 
hel he was caſt out of Abraham's Family, and ex- 
if cluded from any part in the Inheritance of the 
Son of Promiſe, ſo muſt they be excluded from 
the Kingdom of God, and the Inheritance of the 
Bleſſings thereot, 


N 4 Thus 


- # 
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Thus did God, in the very beginning of the 
Covenant-tiate of 1frael after the Fleſh, in this 
Type ſet before their Eycs the Imperfefion- thereof, 
and the ſad End they would bring themſelves to, 
by a rcliing, in it, and overwecning ot it. 

3. Howbeit, The Covenant of Peculiarity made 
with Iſrael, and the Diſpenſation that God brought 
them under purſuant to the Fnds thereof, was 
typical of the Goſpel-Covenant and the State of 


things therein. In I1/zac we have a Type of the 


Children of God by Faith; and as he ( in his 
Sced ) was the Heir of Canaan, fo are they Heirs 
of Heaven And as he was perſecuted by Iſhma- 
e, ſo muſt they expect Trouble in the World, 
and look to be maligned by all carnal and Phari- 
faica] Spirits, that ſeek to eliabliſh their own 
Rizhtcouſnels, and refule to ſubmit to the righte- 
oulncſs ot God 3 In a word,the Pecple,their Wor- 
ihip, and Inhcritar.ce, was all typical And yet, 
as Abraham's ſpiritual Seed may behold the ſha- 
dow of thcir own State and Priviledg, in the 

Pars que; ter- ml mo 54 = and -/ Oe 
Yens Crvitarc. ime. Comomy of the Jewiſh Church 3 
26 caleſtis Cruitaris To they again might, and ought 


effedta eff, new {© to conlider themſelves in therr 


ſgu!ficando, [*d 4!= ward State to be but rpicat; 
teramy ©. 1aco ſer- , . | f 
Viehs. Ne qree £7117 and while they were hgures a 

Proprer ſerp/am, ſed 2 
/roprer aliam ſygnificandam eſt inſtituta, © precedente als 
ſign:ficatione, © ipſa prefigurans, prefigurats oft: Nemgq; 
Agar 4nc/la Sare, tjuſq; Frlius, 1mago quedam bujws 1- 
p-iginss fart, Auguit, de Givita, Dei, Liv. 15. Cap. 2, che 
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the Children of Promiſe, both themſelves, their 
State, and End, was figured in the Son of the Bond» 


woman and his Rejection, 
Now trom hence we may infer , thats . 


I. The: carn2l Seed of Believers, can ' obtain 
no grcater Priviledg by the Covenant of Cireumeiſt- 
on, th.n the Secd of Abraham by Iſaac had; and 
thcir Priviledg reached not to an Interctt in Gol- 
pel-Bletiings, or in the New Covenant, unlefs 
they obtained that Right for themſelves by be- 
lieving 3 otherwiſe they had no more Right in 
them, by their natural Dcſcent from Abrabam, 
than Iþmact had in the Bleſſings of their Cove- 
nant of Pcculiarityz And their Intereſt 1a typical 
Privilcdges, mult needs ceafe, and vaniſh away, 
when the thinys typitied were exhibited.. 

2, The State of Iſrael after the Fleſh being ty- 
pical> The Iſrael of Gezd among them, were 
taught to look above, and beyond their external 
Priviledges, unto thote things chat were ſhadow- 
cd by them, as {ct betore their Faith 1a the Pro- 
miſes of Grace by Chritt z an fo to live upon 
the Grace of that Covenant, which their outward 
State, and Covenant of Peculiarity was ſubſer- 
vient toz And unto them; ail chefe things had? a 
ſpiritual, and. evangelical Vje 5, which (being their 
principal End and Intent, a fair Occafion is Tij- 
nilixed for. ſeach an Int:rmixture of the Promiſes vt 


Typicsl, with thoſe of real Bleſſings, as we have 


2 now 
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now had under Confiderationz Becauſe the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and that of Circum.iftion have 
their mutzal Reſped, as the Type to its Antitype. 


$.9. And theſe things are not only neceſſary 
to the ri, ht Underlianding of thoſe divine Tranſ- 
actions with Abraham which we have been treat. 
ing of; bur alſo are of Uſe for the opening, and 
right Application of very many Prophecics, and 
Prorriſes of the Old Tetiament 3 and for the a- 
voiding of thoſe ſtumbling Blocks ( and others 
like unto them ) which the blind Jews have fallen, 
and do fall upon to this day. 

The Phrafcology of the Old Teſtament will 
hardly be underliood in divers Places, without 
duc regard to many of thoſe things that we have 
been treating of: viz, 

I, That during the time of the Law, the true 
Church was impaled within the Bounds of the 
Common-wealth of Iſrael, which in its zntrre 
Body was a typical Church. 

2. That the Children of God after the Spirit 
( tho' as Children under Age, they were ſubject 
to the Pxdagogy of the Law, yet ) as to their (pi- 
yitual and eternal State, did walk before God, 
and found Acceptance with him, upon Terms of 
the Covenant of Grace, 

3+ That the whole Occonomy this People were 
poder, did in its typical reſpe&, ſubſerve the Ends 
of the Covenant ot Grace to the Ele&t, who were 
the true-and ſpiritual Worſhippers of 'God 3 _ 

| ene 
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the greateſt, and only viſible Number of them, 
was to be preſerved among, that People, until the 
Goſpel Church-tiate ſhould take place. 

4. Bur yet, this ſpiritual Relation to God ac- 
cording to the Terms of the New-Covenant 
which the truly Godly then had, was not fo clear- 
ly held forth under the Old Tettament as it is in 
the times of the New, and by the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel : But the things relating thereto, were 
very much wrapt up in daik Shadows, and Fi- 


.gurcs. And therctore, 


. Many times the things, and People typited, 
are ſpoken of in propheticz] Scriptures, under the 


names of thoſe Things, and that People, wiich 


were the Types of them 3 And the Promiſe of 


'the choiceli Goſpel-bleflings, and moti glorious 


State ( with reſpe&t to ſpirtual Glory ) of the 


.New-Tcſtament Church, are given torth to 1fraet 
. of old in thoſe Terms that did ſit toe preſent State 
. of thingsz and are peculiarly directed unto them, 


and their ,Seed 3 but theſe Promiſes being given 
to-them as confidercd in their Relation go God, 


as his only viſible Church, and Covenant-people, 


are not to be applycd to Iſrael after the Flelh, as 
ſuch, but had their Accomplithment in the Church 


' when Iſrael was rcjeGcd, and the Gentiles called 


to inherit the Blefling of Abraham; Howbeit they 


being directly. given out to Iſrael and 7acob, as 


the - only true Church then in being, and 2 


| People in whom the Church, which ſhould be, 
was typified; it w_ but meet and neceſſary 


4 ( clpect> 


Men, 
" *%s 
"$$" . 
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( efpecially conſidering that the ſpiritual Glory of 
the Goſpel, and the calling of the Gentiles, was 
a Myſtery not to be untolded in thoſe times, but 
kepr under a Veil) that the Terms made uſe 
of in thofe Prophecies and Promiſes, thould be 
acommodated unto that Oeconomy under which 
the Church then wasz' which yer mult be inter- 
preted in a Sence agreeable to thoſe times, and that 
Diſpenſation, in which they were to have their 
tull Accormpliſhment. And therefore ſeeing the 
Church was then continued in a Line of natural 


* Deſcent trom Abraham, being propagated by Gene- 


ration as long, as the Old Covenant-liate thereof 
remained unthaken, the Promiſcs made ro the 
Church rcſpe&ing her future Glory, Peace, and 
Bleſfedneſs in the days of the Meſſiah, are given 
forth-2s to the Seed and Offsprins ot the Church 
then in Being 3 tho' they did really belong to, 
and were int. onded for, ( not a carnal Offepring, 
but ) thoſe that God ſhould continue to own as 
his Covenant-People and Church 3 even ſuch 
25 {houkd walk in the tieps of Abrabam's Faith, 
the Gentiles, as well as Jews. 


S, 10, All that now remains to be done before 
T draw toa Period of this Diſcourſe, is to confi- 
der how' far the mntnal Reſpet of the Promiſes 
made to: Abraham may guide us towards a tight 
tndertianding, how Circumc:ſion became- unto 
Abrtham, & Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, &c. 


which Apolile "_ it to have bin, Rank as I % 
An 


And in opening that Text, the grand Objeion 


again(t that Notion of the Covenant of Circunie - 
cifion which 1 have infilicd on, will be obviated. + 


In order hereunto, I ſhall firfi fet down the Text, 
and give you a brict Expolition of it 3 then ſhew 
you wherein it was verified : and offer ſomething 


for the ttrengthening and Eviction of the Sence - 


given. 

The words of the Text arez * 

And he received the Sign of Circumciſion, a Seat 
of the Kighteouneſs of Faith which he had being yet 
w#ncircumciſed > that he might be the Father ofs all 
them that believe, thy" they be not circumciſed, that 
Righteouſneſs may be imputed unto them alſa. | 

In che Verſes toregoing the Apolile is diſcour- 
ing of the time wherein Abraham's Faith was in- 
puted to him for Righteouſneſs, and proves:from 
thence the <qual Rig ht of the uncircumciſed; Gene 
tile (if a Believer ) with the circumciſed Jew, 
in the ileflings of the Goſpel, by means, of a 
ſpiri:ual Relztion to Abraham, inaſmuch, as his 
Faith was reckoned to him for Righteouſneſs: not in 
Circumciſion. but in Uncircumciſton 3 

And be veceived the Sign of Circumciſion 3 i. e. 
Circumciton which was a Sign 5 It is genizzvus 
Specicty as when we read the City of Jeruſalem; 


for the City Jeruſalem ;, and rhe liggz Some 


Greek Copies do here read Bt £7941, This be- 


tongs to the general uſe, vature, and end ot Giz- | 


cumcition, it was @ Sign 5 but OReGFCT, untD 
han It Wwas3 35 
— 
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—— 4 Seal of the Righteonſneſs of the F aith,which 
be bad being yet uncircumciſed; A Seal is tor Confir- 
mation, and Aſſurance; and in this notion of a2 
Seal there may be ſome reſpect to that viſible 
Mark and CharaQter which remained in the Fleſh 
of him that was circumciſed 3 for we read not that 
any other Ordinance (no not Baptiſm ) is fo 
Hl called in Scripturez but in the New Tcltament 
8 |/ the ſealing of Believers is attribut-d to the Holy 
Ghoſt. 
if — Of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which he 
' Bi bad, yet being uncircumciſed; that is,. of his being 

Pl Righteous betore God thro believing which 

| Faith he had, and which Righteouſneſs was im- 
| puted-tohim (the Relative may agree with cither 
| Antecedent ) while he was uncircumciſcd : There 
| Bf -are ſome Words ſupplyed by the Tranſlators to 
1! fill up the ſence in our Engliſth-Phraſe, which the 
|. learned Dr. Lightfoot in his Hor. Hebraic. on Cor.7. 
Lift 19. fills up by another Supply that gives ſome- 
what a differing ſence of the Text, which I rctcr 
the Reader to, as not unworthy his Conhderation; 
but ſhall here reli atished with that ſence which 
our Tranſlation affords us. It follows, _ 
That he might be the Father of all that be- 
lieve in Uncircumciſion : the ſence is, that he might 
be manifelied to be ( things are in Scripture af- 
tentimes ſaid to be, when they are by any folema 
Ad declared, or confirmed ) the Father of all be- 
lieving Gentiles, tho* they be not circumciſed 5 
inaſmuch as they alſoare a part of that Ghicwal 
NG Sc 
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Szed promiſed to him in Uncircumciſion, 
—— That Righteouſneſs might be imputed to them 
alſo : take it as before, that it might be made mg- 
nifeſt, and confirmed, that Righteouſneſs is, and 
{hall be imputed to thm allo : See ver. 23, 24, 


S. 11. Having, given this brick . Explication 
of the Terms uſcd in the Text, the next thing 
to be enqurired is3 wherein are the Contents of 
it verihed ? or how, or in what reſpeq, was. 
Circumcition a Seal of the Rightcouſneſs of the 
Faich which Abraham had being yet uncixcums 


ciſcd ? 
For anſwer to this Enquiry 3 obſcrve, 


1, That in the Prologue to this Covenant of 
Circumcifion Gen. 17. God did cxpreſly renew, 
and confirm to Abraham, the great Promiſe of 
the Covenant of Grace, concerning the juſtifying 
of the Gentiles by Faith in Chrilt, which Bleſſing 
they ſhould receive in the Relation of Children to 
Abraham, and ſo he ſhould become the Father of 
many Nations And the Covenant of Circumci- 
tion being added to former Tranſactions wherein 
God had contirmed his Covenant in Chriſt with 
Abraham the ufe of Circumcifion.(as to him) was 
not limited to that Covenant of Peculiarity unto 
which it did immediately belong, but muſt neceſſa» 
xily reach farther,and include a Confirmation of all 
preceding Tranſadtions, & the Promiſergiven in _— 

| Cipeci2 
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eſpecially of that which was repeated, immedi- 
atcly before the Inſtitution thereof. The Promi- 
ſes of God to Abraham ( tho' of a different Na- 
ture) did not interfere one with anothcr 3 but 
the latter ſtill implyed a Confirmation and Ra- 
tification of the former 3 This Covenant there- 
fore did not ſupplant, but confirm the Truth of 
the Goſpel before preached to Abraham, it was 
not added to diſannul the Promiſe, but to ſerve 
the Ends thereof; and therefore Circumcifion 
did not only ſeal to Abraham the Promiſes of ty- 
pical Bleſſings now given, but alſo was a Seal of 
the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which he had being 
yet wencircumciſed, that he might be the Father of all 
that believe in Uncircumciſion. 
2, It was ſo (tho? more indirectly ) on this 
account allo : 
* Abraham's Faith (as we have ſeen before.) 
was much concerned in the Promiſe of 1ſazc's 
Birth, and the ſeparating of his Seed from other 
Nations for the bringing forth of the Meſfiab; 
and he knew well that the Covenant of Circum- 
cifion was made with him in purſuance of the 
great Promiſes before given and fo the Scal of 
this Covenant became unto him, a Scal of the 
12 jpeg of the Faith which he had before, 
and confirmed him in his paternal, Relation,to 
Believers in all Nations, which was an Honour 
before conferred on him. It is the Diſcoycyy 
of the Subſerviency of Circumcition, as receivgd 
by Abraham, to the great End and Detgn £- ae 
hy *-*. SS 
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Covenant of Grace ( which was confirmed to 
Abraham betore he was circumciſed ) that the 
Apottle particularly aims at in this Place;z and 
he proves that the Covenant of Circumciſion is 
ſo far from excluding the Gentiles from inheriting 
the Bleiling of Abrabam by Faith 3 as that it was, 
to him an Aſſurance and Seal of the Promiſe of ſo 
great a Priviledg to them3 as alſo of his own 
Juſtification thro? Faith, while uncircumciſed. 

And moreover The Covenant of Circumciſfi- 
on not being ſo compleat in it ſelf, as ro bring 
the Church unto that Perfection which in the e- 
ternal Counſels of God's Soveraign Grace was 
intended and therefore not capable to make any 
thing perfed& by it ſelf; mult needs be cftabliſhed 
as typical, and ſubſervient to the Covenant of 
Grace, in a temporary Diſpenſation that ſhould 
uſher in, and then give place to the Goſpel, in 
the fulneſs of Time 3 and inreſpedt of this Diſpo- 
ſition of the Covenant now made, the Sign by 
which it was confirmed, became ultimately and 
in its typical reſpe&, a Seal of the Righteouſneſs 
of the Faith which Abraham had bctore. 


S. 12. It is no ways difficult to conceive, that 
Circumciſion might have a different ReſpeR, ac- 
cording to the differing Circumliances and Capa- 
city of its Subje& 3 Yea that it had fo, in another 
Inſtance hath been already proved. It was a Seal 
of the Inheritance of Canaan to the Children of 
Iſrael, and did enſure the Promile thereof to _ 

; an 
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and their Sced 3 But it gave their Bond-ſervants 
no fuch Right or Claim Even fo, it was to Abra» 
bam a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the b aith which 
be bad, &c. bur this axuſc trom the peculiar. and 
extraordinary Circumltai:ces, and Capacity that 
he was in 5 tor it is not pothble to conceive that 
Circumciſion thould be 4 Seal of the Righteouſneſs 
of the Faith which he had while uncircumciſed. that he 
might be the F ather of all that believe in Uncircamci- 
fon, to one that never had Faith, either bctore vr 
atcer his Cixcumcition, nor cver had, or ſhould 
have, the Relation of a Father to all Believers, as 
Abraham had. 

Now that the Apolile ſpeaks of Circumciſion 
here with reſpe& to the peculiar Circumliances, 
and Capacity of Abraham who received it, is evi- 
dent from the icope of his Diſcourſe in the Con- 
text in which the Argument that he manageth, 
15 to prove that neither could Circumciſion give to 
any an Intereit in that Grace, that jultifics a Sinner 
before God, nor the want of it hinder any trom 
obtaining that Intereſt, in the way, and upon 
the Terms of the Goſpel ſecing Abraham him- 
ſelt obtained it not by his carnal Prerogative, but 
was Juliitied before he was cir.umciled 3 And the 
whole ſtreſs of his Argument, lics upon the Sup- 
polition of Abraham's being a Believer, and juttt- 
fied by his taich, before he rec ived Circumciſt- 
on > Kemove this, and his Diſcourſe concludes 
nothing of what he intends And hence he inters, 
that Abrabam received Cixcumcihon fo, as that it 

was 
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was to him, a Seal ( not ſimply, of the Righte-« 
ouſneſs of Faith, or of the New-Covenant, but ) 
of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which be had being 
yet uncircumciſed ; as alſo of his paternal Relation 
to all Believers tho? they be not circumciſed ; for 
{o it follows, that he might be the Father of all them 
that believe, And it is equally abſurd to fay that 
Circamcifion was a Seal unto all its Subjects, of 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith which they had while 
uncircumciſed, as to athrm that it was the Seal 
of a paternal Relation to all Believers, unto eve- 
ry one that received it : Both theſe mult neceſſa- 
rily be reſolved into the peculiar Circumſtances 
of Abraham, the particular Relation he had in 
the Covenants made with him, and the order of 
their Diſpoſition 3 and not into the nature of Cir- 
cumciſion conſidered ſimply, and in it felt. 

And moreover it is obſervable, That immed!- 
ately after, in the continuance of his Diſcourſe 
in Rom. 4. the Apoſtle refers Circumciſion to the 
Law, in contradiſtin&tion from the Goſpel; for 
when .he hath told us that the circumciſed Few 
could not obtain the Bleſſing of a ſpiritual Relati- 
on to Abraham by virtue of his Circumciſion, unleſs 
he did walk #1 the fteps of Abraham's Faith, which 
he had while uncircumciſed, ver. 12. he afſigns this 
as the reaſon of it in the 13th Verſe, For the Pro- 
miſe that he ſhould be the Heir of the World, was 
ade to Abraham or to his Seed, thro* the Law, but 
through the Righteouſneſs of Fatith. And I cannot 
{ce how the Concluſion which the Apoſile makes 

TT concern= . 
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concerning the Incflicacy of Circumciſion, is ens 
forced by this Reaſon, if Circumcition inunedi- 
ately and in its own Nature had not bclonged 
to the Law but, to the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
or Covenant of Grace, 4s an ordinary Seal there- 
of. 

Again'z The Interpretation made of this Text 
is farther ſtrengthened by the conference of other 
Places in the New-Teltament, where we find 
that Circumciſion is fiiled an unſwpportable Toke, 
Adk.5- 10. and is faid to lay Mcn under an Obli- 
gation to keep the whole Law; Gal. 5.3. and the 
compleat Diſpenſation of Grace in the Goſpel ac- 
cording to the New-Covenant,is contiantly inſifted 
on as that which renders it uttcrly uſeleſs to the 
Goſpel-Church, and manifelis the Inconſiftency 
of retaining the PraGiſe thereof, with the Liber- 
ty of their preſent State ;*See for Inſtance the 
Epiſtle to the Galatians, and in Chap. 5. 13. the 
Apotile tells them it he did yet preach Crrcumciſion, 
then was the Offence of the Croſs ' ceaſed; and he 
might have lived free from the Perſecutions he 
now ſuffered from the unbelieving Jews : It was 
the - Apoitles preaching Chritt, fo as therein to 
afſert the ſhaking and removing ot that Old Co- 
venant, unto which - Circumciftion did belong, 
and by which the Jews held the Right of their 
peculiar Priviledges ( tho now in Truth, the 
Cantiauance of thoſe could no longer have been 
a real Priviledg to them ) that was the ground 
of the Controverue betwixt them, and of theix 
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anreaſonable Oppoſition to him ; For-if, the Cons: 
overſie had been about the Mode of adminiftring. 
-he ſame Covenant, and. the Change.,gply: of ani 
ternal Kite, by bringing Baptiſm into the;place 
of Citcumeiſion, to ſerve fgr.the ſame Vſe-and End 
10w, as that had, done Þefore, the heat: of. their 
-ontelts might ſoon . have, been allayed3 gſpeci- 
uly confidering the lattex; js far leſs -paintui- and 
langerous.than the former; But he-will*cortaim+ 
y find himſelf ingaged in ,a very difficult. [Eagk, 
'hat ſhall ſeriouſly endeavgur. to | reconcile the 
\poliles diſcourſcs of Circumciſion, with fuch a 
Notion of it: Circumcition was; an:; Ordjnance 
} the, Old Covenant, and appartainad to: the 
-aw, and thercfore did dirc&ly bind igs$ubjees 
0,2, legal Obedicnce 3. but Baptiſm. 4s;anOrdis 
1ance, of the Goſpel, and ( belides , ofhigh,,excets 
cnt, and. moſt comfortable, Uſes },lirgFly; obs 
igeth its Subjccts to: Goſpe-Ohediense4: And 
:herefore is rather, in. this.reſpe&t oppofeg to, 
than ſubſtituted in., the; place of Circyrgilion:: 
And), certainly it is more ſafe to interpret ;{one 
Text according to the general Current, of Scripture, 
and in a. full Harmony, thexewith; than, tar force 
ſuch a. ſence #pon many Texts... which: in; no-wiſe 
they will adrnit, to, bring them into.a Compliance 
withthat Notion of one which jous migdenre;pre- 
ef with; And,it is plain, that\ghe\Notion] 
haye: inſilted on, tully- aprecs, with \gther, places 
where, Circumciſion is. dilcourſcd:;ok, acgerding 
ſq its wupcdiate and direct FE: in-the wi Gags" 
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__ UVF 9utnil Reſp? of the ' Chap. $ 

| " *mant} For there can be no Contradidtion th aferih< 

| 2 different, and feemingly oppoſire, Uſe and 

| End, 66 the ſame thing, if it be done in a diffe- 
rent Reſpe&-: What Circumciſion was #irefly and 
# itz intmediate Uſe, is one thing 3 and what, it 
was 4 ſubordinate tt a batt Covenant, and Pro- 
miſe, that had Preetdency to it, is avother 3 And 
It 15 eafie toiconceive, that It might be that tb the 
Father of the faithful, in ite extraordinary Inſtituti» 
on, that it could not be to the Children of the Fleſh, 
or carnal Seed, in its ordinary Uſe, 

To conclude, if Circamcifion and Baptiſm 
have the fame Uſe, and are Seals cf the fatne Co» 
venant, Ican hardly imagine how the Apphicati- 
on of both to the ſame Subjeds ſhould at any 
time be proper z and yer we find thoſe that were 
arcumdſed-in their Jnfancy, were alſo baptized 
upon! the Profeſſion of Faith and Repenttance, 

| ind that, before Circumciſion was abrogated; yeh 
according 'to the Opitiion that hath been argued 
agzibf; The Jews that believed before Chritt hall 
1uffered;' were 'at the fime time under a Com- 
mand both of circumcifing -and baptizing their 
Infentdeed, | Bur if the Principles that'this Di- 
++ Teourſe is 'buile ypon, 'be well proved by Scrip- 
Tue, #5 Tke them'to be, there muſt be allowed 
vaſt Diſparity, betwixt Circumciſion 'anll Bap- 
"ifs The 01d Covthant, is nbt the New, tor that 
Wwhidh is /2b4lifved, che ſame 'with that which're- 
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| ,nants that God made with Men before the 
Law. 
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DEST... 
Chap. 8. Promiſes made to Abraham, * ig 


Law for applying this, ſhould he 2 ſufficient Wa. pe: 
rant for the Adminiſiration of that, unto Infants, : 3 


We have now paſt through the Covenants 
Tranſactions of God with Abrabam; after which 
we tind no ſignal Alteration in the ſtate of the- 
Church, by any New TranſaQions, until the 
Law was given upon Mount Sinai, And there= 
fore I ſhall here put a Period to my preſent Diſ- 
courſe, it being intended only, of the Cove- 


